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Ee WHEREFORE RECEIVE YE ONE ANOTHER AS Xx 
CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED US TO THE GLORY OF GOD” 
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A CHRISTMAS HYMN 


SS 


ESSE 
MW GI SG GGG gag 


By James Whitcomb Riley 


Sing, Christmas Bells! Sing, sons of earth! 
Say to the earth this is the morn O, ransomed seed of Adam, sing! 
Whereon our Savior-King is born; God liveth, and we have a king! 
Sing to all men—the bond, the free, The curse is gone, the bond are free— 
The rich, the poor, the high, the low, By Bethlehem’s star that brightly beamed, 
The little child that sports in glee, By all the heavenly signs that be, 
The aged folks that tottering go— We know that Israel is redeemed; 
Proclaim the morn That on this morn 
That Christ is born, The Christ is born 
That saveth them and saveth me! That saveth you and saveth me! 
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Sing, angel host! Sing, O my heart! 

Sing of the Star that God has placed Sing thou in rapture this dear morn 
Above the manger in the East; Whereupon the Blessed Prince is born! 
Sing of the glories of the night, And as thy songs shall be of love, 

That virgin’s sweet humility, So let my deeds be charity— 
The Babe with kingly robes bedight— By the dear Lord that reigns above, 
Sing to all men wher’er they be By Him that died upon the tree, 
This Christmas morn; By this fair morn 
For Christ is born, Whereon is born 
That saveth them and saveth me! The Christ that saveth all and me! 
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wmns of this paper should be sent 
to the Editer Herald ef Gespel Lib- 
erty, Daytem, Ohie. Use pen and ink, 
or typewriter, rather than pencil. Do 
not abbreviate words, and write only 
on eme side of the paper. Do not rell 
but feld manuscript. Commaunica- 


tiems not accompanied by the author's 
name, will not be published. 
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Room 41, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohie 


Before writing Obituaries, read no- 


tice at the head of “deaths,” and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 


,.All_ special netices and mews from 
the @eld, or any matter desired to 
appear in Thursday's paper, must be 
in the office in Dayton, not later than 
Monday morning preceding. 


Please observe these regulations. 





THIS ISSUE CONTAINS: 





Editorials:— Paid. By Rev. H. Russell Clem ........... 8 NE CM UN 5 kk inl pe Web dw am ne pacale tala 18 
ss Annual Report for the Year Ending Sept. 30, Old Testament Witness to Jesus Christ. By T. 
A Christmas That Is Christmas ............ 8 1916. By Rev. John H. Warner ........ . I es .06 54 dao suawksGesansatceneae 
Down Goes the Documentary Theory of the To Set Apart to a Sacred Office. By Rev. R. 
Higher Critics ..............- tee seeeeeeees 3 OOM ca Pe ar eS eee 9 Departments:— 
A Dust Heap, or a Monkey, Which? ........ 4 Why the Parson Didn’t Make the Pace. By News of General Interest in the Secular World 19 
Mentionings ....ccccccccccccccscccccccccscces 4 Rev. Joseph Kennard Wilson, D. D......... 10 The American Christian Convention ......... 20 
Notes—Personals—Events .......seeeeseeeeeee 5 The Fulness of Time. By Rev. Edward Her- EE i cschkebepeked ouboeeak Saens 20 
A Question Box ...+.sseseeseereeesersereeece 6 bruck, D. D. .......s.see00s Meneses eneeenes 12 CN, MUO aivcscenennsiscasosceetns 21 
Cietrines yo or a ue z arvent 13 I ND 65d cid edina wun con tevaxalre 22 
ee The Star of Bethlehem. y Letha Pearl Mc- Woman’s Missionary Department .......... 2 
Contributions: Gulre .ccccccces eee tease twee sees ee se scene 13 Education .....:.. 7 a ” ao in ate ode aiken ode i mae = 
Who Is Santa Claus? By John Y. Ewart.... 2 The Story of a Christmas Song. By Carl Theo- PRO OE SETI onc vse cccccivcnvenaebos 25 
Sixty-four Years in the Ministry. By D. E. Game WEE co cccccosecccoccencssceccetos 14 
MM => cs ck SER SRARESA SORES SORES BESS 2 The Divine Names. By Rev. J. U. Newman, Miscellaneous:— 
The Third Quadrennial Session of Churches of a,  atccneneseenbaeshepheseeme se eseesceee 15 Gulph Mills, Pa., De, . bbsdecsbssdavensebas 28 
Christ in America. By W. W. Staley ...... 7 Who Is Right After All? By Jessie E. Jones 15 Northern Michigan Conference ............+. 28 
Where Do you Wish Membership? ........... 7 Defiance College and Some of Its Leaders..... 16 Abstracts From Remarks at Funeral of Rev. 
Living on the Border Land. (Poetry) By Training for Religious Work. By Mrs. Fred Cc. C. Peel 
R. H. MeDaniel .......ccccccccceccscecece 7 EE: osu pansdons¥u ss acne sanacewtsunspases 17 The Federal Council 
Preach the Gospel. By T. Darley Allen ...... 7 Tie Week oF POE oop nenecocsscrssccncsses 18 A Request 
The Church Impotent Because Tithes Are Not What Kind of Pictures ?—What Kind of Books? Mie Te THOR. 0 i oesicccinsccce cuacucs $2 
SRKK 5 CRIEICISINK | FRIIRIKICKISIRIGIIEKRICIERIEKIEIERIEEIRIERICEIEEIEIRIEIIERIERIRRIEIERIERIEICERISEEHFARIERIGRIERISEIRIEIEIE 


WHO IS SANTA CLAUS? 

Charles Dickens says Christmas is the 

only time of the year that brings all the 
family into common communion. The 
Fourth of July is purely an American holi- 
day. Easter is observed more especially by 
the Church. France and England and Ger- 
many have their national anniversaries 
celebrated by their respective peoples. But 
in the observance of Christmas, not only all 
the churches, but all the nations of Chris- 
tendom unite. The Roman Catholic, Greek, 
and Protestant Church of all denominations, 
throwing aside for the time their differ- 
ences, make, so to speak, a pilgrimage to 
Bethlehem of Judea and bow in reverence 
and in gladness around the cradle of their 
common Lord. It is a beautiful sight to be- 
hold and contemplate, and may it not be 
a prophecy of the future oneness in out- 
ward organization as well as in inward 
faith and life of the now dissevered branches 
of the Church militant—onesness on the 
basis of the teachings of Him of Bethle- 
hem? 

But Christmas is more than a church fes- 
tival, it is a people’s festival. Christmas is 
the people’s possession and inheritance from 
bygone days. To celebrate Christmas is the 
privilege and the joy of every home. Then, 
if ever, in the year, business is suspended 
and families are reunited. Then, if ever, 
men’s hearts are.open and they show the 
best that is in them. An atmosphere of 
rejoicing seems to encompass us and we 
breathe it freely. Trouble, care, perplexity 
are all, for the time, forgotten, and men 
universally seem desirous of getting all the 
brightness and joy that is possible. 

The high priest of this world-wide festi- 
val is Santa Claus, he of genial face and 
frosty beard—a grand old man as he comes 
loaded with popcorn and candles, skates and 
sewing machines, books and baseballs, slip- 
pers and sleds, toys and trumperies in- 
numerable. 

An old man is he? That’s what the chil- 
dren say. “You have never seen him.” 
“Yes, but papa and mamma have and they 
say he is an old man.” 

Beautiful fancy! It seems cruel to dis- 
pel it, but there is another one that is still 
more beautiful, because it has a foundation 


in fact. Santa Claus tells by his name that 
he is not an old man at all. In the old 
Gothic language, “clause” means “son,” and 
“Santa” “Holy;” so “Santa Claus” signi- 
fies “Holy child.” According to the old 
German legend, it was the Holy Child, Jesus 





DUM VIVIUS VIVAMUS 


Do not keep the alabaster box of your 
love and tenderness sealed up until 
your friends are dead. Fill their lives 


with sweetness. Speak approving, 
cheering words while their ears can 
hear them and their hearts can be 
thrilled and made happier by them. 
The kind things you mean to say when 
they are gone, say before they go. 
Flowers you mean to send for their 
coffins, send to brighten and sweeten 
their homes before they leave them. 
If my friends have alabaster boxes laid 
away full of fragrant perfumes of 
sympathy and affection which they in- 
tend to break over my dead body, I 
would rather they would bring them 
out in my weary and troubled hours 
and open them, that I may be refreshed 
and cheered by them while I need them, 
I would rather have a plain coffin with- 
out a flower, a funeral without a eu- 
logy than a life without the sweetness 
of love and sympathy. Let us learn to 
anoint our friends beforehand for their 
burial. Post-mortem kindness does not 
cheer the burdened spirit. Flowers on 
the coffin cast no fragrance backward 
over the weary way.—Henry Ward 
Beecher, 
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Himself, who came into every home at the 
Christmas-tide, with gifts for the children. 
A fancy still, but more beautiful and truth- 
ful than the “old man” idea, for around the 


great globe to-day it is in fact as well asin . 


fancy the Child Jesus who is bringing the 
joy of the glad Christmas time. 
JOHN Y. EWART, 
Pastor Second Presbyterian Church. 
Colorado Springs, Dee. 19. 
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SIXTY-FOUR YEARS IN THE MINISTRY 


I have recently passed, quietly but 
thoughtfully, the sixty-fourth anniversary 
of my ordination to the Christian ministry. 
Of the nearly twenty ministers that were 
present on that occasion, in Fall River, 


Mass., in 1852, not one—except the writer— 
is now living. One, Charles Bugbee, was 
younger than the candidate, but was called 
from time to eternity more than fifty years 
ago. All the others were men of maturer 
years, who, though they have long been ab- 
sent from us, still live in our memories, and 
doubtless have many stars in their crowns. 
Why I am here, in feebleness and infirmity, 
my Heavenly Father knows best, but I 
trust, in some measure at least, I’m learn- 
ing what it means “To suffer and be 
strong.” D. E. MILuarp. 
Portland, Mich., Dec. 14, 1916. 


LOVE’S RECOMPENSE 


There is a work of love and duty 
That devolves upon us all. 

There is a tender, pleading message, 
And its tones like music fall: 

Help our weary veteran preachers, 
Scatter roses o’er their way; 

Rally round them, hasten quickly— 
Not to-morrow, but to-day. 


From the well of deep affection 
Now their hearts with gladness fill. 
Do not wait their names to honor 
Till the pulse of life is still. 
Break the box of alabaster, 
Pour its oil upon them now, 
Make their dwelling bright ang happy, 
Wreathe in smiles each furrowed brow. 


They have borne the royal standard, 
Of our Master and our Lord, 
From the time of early manhood 
They have preached His Holy Word. 
But their strength has lost its vigor, 
And their cheek its youthful glow; 
For the frost of age has touched them 
And their locks are white as snow. 


Watchman on the walls of Zion, 

—— their feet no more will stand, 
From the top of Pisgah’s mountain 

Faith beholds the promise land. 

Soon the triumphant like an army 

Marching through the realms above. 
They will shout the grand old story, 

Robed in white and crowned with love. 

—Fanny Crosby. 
2 & 

Life isn’t taking in only, it’s giving out, 
too. And it’s not giving out only work or 
deeds or things we’ve made. It’s giving 
ourselves out too—freely, freely!—to other 
people. Giving ourselves in comradeship, 
in understanding, in joy, in love-—Anthony 
Hope. 
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‘ Christmas right is but a part of 


A CHRISTMAS THAT IS CHRISTMAS 


HRISTMAS is designed to be a Chris- 
C tian Festival, celebrating the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of men. 
Christmas is therefore no trivial affair. It 
is by no means merely a holiday, nor is it 
a day of frolic and fun—in its true sense it 
is the greatest day of the year and for the 
reason that it celebrates the most important 
event in the history of man—the birth of 
the Savior. Then let Christians keep it in 
a way befitting the purpose for which it 
was instituted. It will the more honor God 
and bring the greater gifts to men. It ought 
to be kept as a day of holy adoration and 
praise—adoring -God for the gift of His 
Son and giving forth our sense of praise to 
the Son because He gave willingly His life 
for our redemption from the curse of sin. 
True it is that the average man 
and woman think it is a day for 
frolic and fun; at the least, true 
Christians should not so keep it. If 
we celebrate the birth of our Sav- 
ior, let us do it in a way that shall 
please Him and bring blessings to 
us and to our children. Keeping 


the preparation we need for keep- 
ing the incoming New Year in a 
way that will please God and bless 
our fellow men. There is not much 
in keeping a day in-the right way, 
if immediately following that day, 
we lose its spirit and abuse its 
teaching. To get the best results 
from keeping Christmas, it should 
be celebrated in keeping with the 5 
occasion and then its spirit and 
teaching kept up through the year. 

When we think that we are 
celebrating the day on which to 
us was born in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord, it seems eminently fitting that our 
celebration should be in harmony with the 
character of the Savior. Benjamin Frank- 
lin is quoted as having once said: “A good 
conscience is a continual Christmas.” A 
good conscience toward God and our fellow 
men, that is worthy of our high and holiest 
thought. Charles Dickens once said: “I 
will honor Christmas in my heart, and try 
to keep it all the year.” Shakespeare said: 
“This day shall change all griefs and quar- 
rels into love.” It was worthy of the great 
English bard to say that, but unless we 
keep the day in the spirit of Christ and in 
harmony with His teachings, we cannot 
change griefs nor quarrels into love. Only 
the love of God shed abroad in our hearts 
can do that. Properly kept, Christmas day 
would be what Longfellow said of it: “The 
belfries of all Christendom now roll along 
the unbroken song of peace on earth, good- 
will to men.” 

A true appreciation of this day is an evi- 
dence of a true appreciation of Christ as 
the Savior of the lost. It was Maltbie Bab- 
cock who said: “The kindness of Christ- 
mas is the kindness of Christ. To know that 


God so loved us as to give us His only Son 
for our dearest Brother, has brought human 
affection to its highest tide on the day of 
that Brother’s birth. If God so loved us, 
how can we help loving one another?” 

How beautifully Bryant sang of this 
event: 


No trumpet blast profaned 
The hour in which the Prince of Peace 


was born; 

No bloody streamlet stained 

Earth’s silver rivers on that sacred morn. 

How glorious the sentiment of those 
lines would be if it could be truly expressed 
to-day of war smitten Europe! Indeed, the 
true Christmas spirit would change all 
Europe, if it truly possessed it, into a day 
of joy never to be forgotten. Then all 
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CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 
By the late Bishop Phillips Brooks 


Christmas in lands. of the fir-tree and pine, 
Christmas in lands of the palm-tree and vine, 
Christmas where snow peaks stand solid and white, 
Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and bright. 
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night. 


Christmas where children are hopeful and gay, 
Christmas where old men are patient and gray, 
Christmas where peace, like a dove in its flight, 
Broods o’er brave men in the thick of the fight. 
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night. 


For the Christ-child who comes is the master of all; 
No palace too great—no cottage too small; 
The angels who welcome him sing from the height, 
In the city of David a king in his might! 

Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night. 


00001201082 O12 OH OHH OH Or Ber Oe 90 BHO Oe OH Os OH Dror Oe Orr Bes Bee Orr Or Bree Oe Oe Or Or Orr Ger 


Christendom could join Whittier in sing- 

ing— 

Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of peace; 

East, west, north, south, let the long quar- 
rel cease; 

Sing the song of great joy that the angels 


egan, 
Sing of glory to God and of good will to 
men. 


DOWN GOES THE DOCUMENTARY 
THEORY OF THE HIGHER 
CRITICS 


In recent years so much has been said of 
the higher critic and his work against the 
Bible, that it seems wise to keep the public 
somewhat informed as to the actual status 
of this cult. 

For several years many have thought that 
the work of higher criticism would triumph 
over the Bible, at least to such an extent 
as to mar its unity and destroy its hold upon 
the confidence of the people of Christen- 
dom. This seemed the more probable be- 
cause so many ministers of the gospel actu- 
ally accepted higher criticism as an estab- 
lished fact. Again some of the leading 


scholars in the colleges and universities of 
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the countrié of- Christendom accepted the 
theory of higher criticism as true, and on all 
suitable occasions, proclaimed the fact. 
While it did not seem likely that many peo- 
ple would be unhinged from their faith in 
Christianity, yet as a matter of fact there 
has never been a day in the history of the 
world when the Bible was so extensively cir- 
culated as it is during these early days of 
the twentieth century. By all odds it is the 
best selling book in the world, so after all 
the higher critic has not broken the confi- 
dence of the people in the Book. 


Beyond doubt we believe it may be safely 
affirmed that the higher critic has reached 
the zenith of his power and already he sees 
the setting of the sun of his hopes for ac- 
complishing the end sought. The basis for 
this statement is not mere opinion, it rests 
upon evidence of the most positive kind, 
coming to us from high authority, 
both on the side of the higher 
critic and those who oppose their 
methods of dealing with the sacred 
Scriptures. For years it did look 
as if the critic was to have his own 
way in ruling the Bible out, as an 
inspired and authoritative revela- 
tion from God, but a reaction has 
set in and now the drift is strongly 
in the opposite direction. It seems 
that it ought not to have taken a 
very wise man to have foreseen 
that the higher critic was doomed 
from the beginning, and for the 
reason that the biggest guns of the 
enemies of the Bible had been 
trained upon it almost from the 
days of the apostles, and yet they 
had never destroyed it, not even 
dimmed its luster, nor destroyed one 
of its truths. In tact and abound- 
ing to the encouragement of the 
people of God everywhere, why 
should any Christian have been 
afraid that Jesus was mistaken when He 
said that not one jot or one title of the law 
shall ever fail till all be accomplished? One 
of two things must be true, viz.: Either 
Jesus was mistaken, or the Word of God 
shall stand to the end of time. 

We have said that the higher critic has 
reached the zenith of his power. We have 
also said that this statement rests not on 
mere opinion, but upon facts. Now we give 
the facts as evidence. 


A little while ago there was a conference 
of Religious Leaders held in the parlors 
of the Marble Collegiate church in New 
York City, which was addressed by Rev. 
G. Frederick Wright, D. D., LL. D., editor 
of the Biblotheca Sacra, Oberlin, Ohio. The 
conference was so impressed with Dr. 
Wright’s address as to request him to pre- 
pare a brief summary of what he said to the 
conference. The distinguished scientist 
complied with the request of his brethren 
and gave them the following: 

The Bible is threatened with the loss of 
its hold upon the public conscience, because 
the so-called scholars are proving them- 


selves to be blind leaders of the blind. 
Leading publishing houses and religious, 
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periodicals accept the confident statements 
of Higher Critics and their followers. They 
declare that the Pentateuch is not of Mosaic 
origin; that the ceremonial law was not 
written until after the exile; and that the 
history is largely legendary and mythical. 
In like manner, doubt is spread over all 
other portions of the Bible, including the 
New Testament. 

It is pseudo-scholarship, however, which 
seeks to impose these opinions upon us. 
Those who are propagating them, are either 
behind the times, or are withholding the 
facts from the general public. They are 
influenced to do this by professional pride 
and because large sums of money are in- 
vested in books that will be rendered value- 
less, if the truth were fully known. 

Facts recently brought to light demon- 
strate that the analysis of the Pentateuch, 
and its separation into documents, resulted 
from the use of a corrupted Hebrew text. 
The proof of this statement is now acces- 
sible to all English-speaking scholars, in 
the writings of Wiener, Griffiths, Dahse, 
Troelstra, Aalders, Von Hoonacker, Hugh 
Pope, and others. Whoever now refers to 
the documentary theory of the Pentateuch 
as a scientifically established fact, con- 
fesses himself to be behind the times in 
scholarship. To do so now in the face of all 
the evidence is scarcely less than criminal. 
The documentary theory has fallen to the 
ground. Even Wellhausen permits me to 
publish that the sore point of his theory 
has been found. 

Now is the psychological moment for the 
defenders of the Bible to challenge the 
pseudo-scholarship which aims to dominate 
our religious periodicals and publishing 
houses. If we hold our tongues, the very 
stones of the street will cry out, and the 
scepter will depart from us and fall into 
other and worthier hands. 

G. FREDERICK WRIGHT. 


The hour for an accounting for our erring 
brethren draws nigh. They have again and 
again held that all who opposed the higher 
critics’ methods and work were ignorant and 
made the opposition because they did not 
know any better. Now the scales are turn- 
ing. Behold, Dr. Wright charges them 
with being behind the times in scholarship, 
if they still hold to the higher critics’ views 
on the documentary theory of the Penta- 
teuch. It will not do to turn that weapon 
of ignorance upon Dr. Wright for making 
this charge, for he is a learned man and 
one of the leading scientists of his age, nor 
will it help matters to say that the higher 
critics do not admit any such things, unless 
you can prove the untruthfulness of Dr. 
Wright, for he declares that Wellhausén, 
himself one of the leading higher critics, 
admits that “the sore spot of his theory” 
has been found, and Dr. Wright says that 
Wellhausen gave him permission to publish 
his admission. That seems to be final and 
conclusive proof that Dr. Wright is correct. 
Now let us quit such foolishness as discred- 
iting the Bible and get down to the great 
business of spreading the gospel. 
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A DUST HEAP OR A MONKEY, WHICH? 

Many strange things appear among men, 
but some things are more than strange. 
There are many people who find it very 
hard to believe God’s Word, but find no 
trouble at all, apparently, in believing the 
unbelievable in man. God’s way is such a 
mystery they cannot accept it at all, but 
they have a marvelous faith in man. Why 
cannot these people remember that God is 
always right and that man is always wrong 
when he opposes God? It is amazing to see 
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how many intelligent people, people who 
profess the Christian faith, stumble over the 
teachings of God’s Word, but can accept 
readily what some scientist has said, al- 
though science, as taught by men, is chang- 
ing frequently. Alas, how many of this 
class can find their own spiritual picture in 
2 Tim. 3: 1-7? Some of these men are in- 
telligent and stand in the front rank of 
Christian profession, and yet they unblush- 
ingly propose to discredit the Bible because 
of what some poor weak man has said. God 
pity the straying! 

Only last week we were amazed to read 
in The Congregationalist a statement from 
the noted missionary to Labrador, Wilfred 
T. Grenfel, M. D., expressing his prefer- 
ence for the teaching of Evolution, as to the 
origin of man, over the plain declaration 
of God as to man’s origin. Dr. Grenfell 
says: 

I cannot conceive why any one prefers to 
consider his human body came from a dust 
heap, rather than from a monkey. It has 
got to go back to corruption anyhow, and the 
evidence, so far as the human mind can 
sift it, is all the time growing stronger in 
favor of the monkey. 

That is an amazing statement to come 
from Dr. Grenfel. We can easily give him 
a reason why we prefer to consider the hu- 
man body as coming from a dust heap rath- 
er than from a monkey. If he will turn to 
Gen. 2:7, he will find that reason clearly 
given, since there it is positively stated that 
God, who made both the man and the 
monkey, made man of “the dust of the 
ground.” Because God said that man’s ori- 
gin was from the dust of the ground I be- 
lieve it. Another reason we find is the fact 
that when God made man in His own image, 
He did for him what He has never done for 
the monkey, so far as we have any informa- 
tion to that effect, and that is when He 
made man He breathed into man’s nostrils 
the “breath of life’ and man became a 
living soul. To this day nothing of that 
sort has ever been done for the monkey, so 
far as the facts are known. For these two 
reasons we greatly prefer to believe that 
the human body came from a dust heap 
rather than from a monkey, for the monkey 
was not made in the likeness of his Creator, 
nor endowed with the breath of life which 
made him a living soul and an heir of im- 
mortality through Christ. 


If Dr. Grenfel prefers to find his origin 
in a monkey rather than a dust heap, if he 
prefers to trace his ancestry back to a crea- 
ture which has never been endowed with a 
living soul, we presume he has the right to 
make such a choice, but Christian men and 
women ought to have a higher appreciation 
of the fact that they were created in the 
likeness of God, and not in the likeness of a 
monkey. 

Poor Darwin set little streams of error to 
running among men and, though later he is 
credited by an eye- and ear-witness with 
having repudiated this extreme view of Evo- 
lution, and though Darwin, nor any other 
man, has ever been able to find “the miss- 
ing link” in Evolution, the link which binds 
the man and the monkey as members of the 
same family, yet such a man as Dr. Gren- 
fel is going around here in Christian com- 
munities and desiring to be regarded as 
having had his origin in a monkey. Alas, 
for poor Yorick! 
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We pity the man who can make such a 
statement, as quoted above from Dr. Gren- 
fel, while his Bible opens to Gen. 2:7. It 
is past finding out how intelligent Chris- 
tian men can accept statements upon which 
the scientists themselves have thrown 
doubt, even to the point of practically aban- 
doning the theory, and yet cannot accept 
the plain and unequivocal declaration of 
God’s Word, touching the same question. 
When we repudiate God’s Word, we will 
cease calling ourself a Christian and let the 
world know definitely that we stand against 
the Bible, but till then, we wish to be known 
as standing on the Lord’s side and adhering 
to the teachings of God’s Word. If Dr. 
Grenfel came from a monkey, we refuse to 
claim kinship with him, for we believe that 
man came from the hand of God, made and 
endowed with a life far transcending mere 
animal life. 





Mentionings 





*** Be sure to read on page 8 what Rev. 
H. Russell Clem has to say, for it is on a 
vital question and concerns the Church of 
Christ everywhere. 


*** Rev. Fred. G. Strickland, the new 
pastor at Franklin, O., has entered hope- 
fully upon his work. We wish he may have 
great success in doing the Lord’s work. 


*** Rev. Pressley E. Zartmann, of Day- 
ton, has been assisting recently by leading 
the song service in a series of meetings 
held at West Carrollton, O., out a short dis- 
tance from Dayton. 


*** Rev. and Mrs. J. G. Bishop are now 
comfortably settled in their new home 
(with Rev. and Mrs. Jay) in Columbus, O. 
His address, as given in our last issue, was 
incorrect. It should be 838 West Fifth Ave., 
Columbus, Ohio. 


*** Tf a minister can do nothing more 
commendable than to make a monkey of 
himself or to act the clown, then we would 
not blame, but rather urge him to quit the 
ministry—the Church can do better without 
him than with him. 


*** Farrville Christian church, in Indi- 
ana, Rev. R. H. Gott, pastor, was rededi- 
cated last Sunday. Notice of the event, in- 
tended for last issue, came after THE HER- 
ALD had gone to press. Rev. William Cun- 
ningham preached the sermon. 


*** The Mt. Olivet Christian church, in 
the Central Indiana Christian Conference, 
will be rededicated Sunday, December 24th. 
Rev. C. S. Masterson is pastor, and Rev. 
J. F. Burnett, D. D., will be present and 
preach on Saturday evening and Sunday 
forenoon. 


*** The many friends of the late J. N. 
Hess will be pained to learn that his only 
child, Miss LuEmma, is in poor health. 
She and her mother, Mrs. O. K. Hess, are 
spending the winter at DeLand, Fla., in the 
hope of restoring the daughter to health. 
Let them be remembered in prayer. Grand- 
mother Dickson, now in ninety-fourth year, 
is in the Hess’.home in Dayton, cared for 
during Mrs. Hess’ absence by her grand- 
daughter, Miss Zenobia Weimar, of Chicago. 
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*** Rev. John A. Dillon, late of Sum- 
ner, Ill., is now pastor of the Christian 
church at Griswold, Iowa. We wish he 
may be greatly blessed in his new field. 


*** Praying that you may continue to 


hold THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY up to 
the high standard of the past, which I am 
sure is no small task, and wishing you a 
pleasant Christmas and a Happy New Year, 
I am yours, P. M. Hansberger, Laura, O. 

*** This is the Christmas Number of THE 
HERALD, and if you will read, you will find 
many things to attract your attention. The 
Christmas story for the pastor and his con- 
gregation ought to have a wide reading. 
Then there are many other articles of real 
value. 


*** The many friends of Dr. and Mrs. 
W. W. Staley, Suffolk, Va., will be deeply 
pained to know that Mrs. Staley’s physical 
condition is considered serious. She has 
now been in Lakeview Hospital for eight 
weeks without improvement. Let these 
dear friends be remembered in prayer. 


*** We give in this issue a report of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. We also begin a series of arti- 
cles from the pens of our delegates—this 
week Dr. Staley speaks on page 7. Next 
week Dr. Burnett will speak, and then oth- 
ers from week to week, till all have been 
heard. 

*** Thanks to Bro. C. H. Teach, chief 
clerk in the Department of Education, Co- 
lumbus, O., for a copy of the Ohio Arbor 
and Bird Annual, for 1916. It is a very 
handsome publication and is fully appre- 
ciated. It is well and carefully filled with 
interesting matter concerning trees and 
birds. 

*** Dr, Mason North, of New York, was 
elected president of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America at the 
quadrennial session, recently held in St. 
Louis, Mo. 
both pronounce the late session of the Coun- 
cil one of its_best—perhaps the best of the 
four sessions held. See Dr. Staley’s article 
—page 7. 

*** The National Bulletin, the liquor 
dealers’ paper,is trying to comfort itself, and 
encourage others, to believe that prohibi- 
tion has no chance, and for the reason that 
under prohibition, they say they are selling 
more liquor. Then why do they not help 
make prohibition general, if it enables them 
to sell more liquor? We know why they 
do not—because prohibition is ruining their 
business. What is it a liquor dealer will 
not say or do, if it be in favor of his busi- 
ness? 


*** Dr. J. F. Burnett, who is acting as 
supply for the First church, at Dayton, 
preached an able sermon last Sunday on 
the Bible. Among the many good things he 
said, not the least was a condemnation of 
the present day practice of reading in the 
Sunday-school so many versions of the Bible. 
He said to the children at least it is con- 
fusing and misleading, and we think he is 


Dr. Powers and Dr. Burnett - 


right. Where people understand the true 
reason for different versions, it may be all 
right, but hundreds of good people do not, 
and it tends to confuse the mind and to 
weaken faith. Dr. Burnett is right. 


*** The young minister who longs for a 
city pastorate may be wise in his intentions, 
but he desires a hard place, a place for 
which few young men are qualified—not 
that they may not be gifted, but no man, 
unless he be a giant spiritually, mentally, 
and physically, can be a city pastor and do 
the work required of him and yet devote 
a good share of his time to study, as all 
young men need to do. It would be wiser 
for young ministers to be content with less 
strain and give more time to study. Every 
building that is to stand the strain of the 
storm, must not only be well built, but it 
must have a good foundation. 


*** Rev. Theo. M. Hofmeister, evangel- 
ist, has recently been in a fine meeting at 
Wyandotte, Mich., where more than one 
hundred made a profession of faith in 
Christ. The Exchange says: “Hofmeister 
fights sin like a tiger.” Prof. J. A. Carroll 
is the leader of the singing. The Exchange 
says Mr. Hofmeister was once a newsboy 
on the streets of Pittsburgh—that he has a 
remarkable story to tell—that he has a 
punch in his addresses that appeals to the 
unchurched—that his fearless tiger attack 
on the devil and sin in high places and the 
sham religion of to-day is believed to be the 
secret of his grip on the people. He wins. 

*** Billy Sunday is a wonder as an evan- 
gelist. His success in Boston, where it was 
expected he would have strong opposition 
from some of the church people, has been 
unequaled in all the meetings he has held 
elsewhere. He easily stands to-day as the 
most successful evangelist that ever lived 
anywhere in the world; in point of attend- 
ance, number of professions, and in the 
financial offerings given him. How he keeps 
up the strain we cannot tell, nor do we 
know why he gets so many more people to 
turn to Christ than any other evangelist 
who ever lived in the history of Christian- 
ity. The one thing which seems to silence 
all opposition, so far as it is silenced, is the 
fact, which seems to be universally true, 
that his converts hold out in the Christian 
race far above the converts of most other 
evangelists. This is claimed to be true by 
people who ought to know. 


*** Dr. Morrill recently returned from a 
visit to New England. While there—Dec. 
10—he assisted in the ordination of Bro. 
Willard and Sister Bessie Ham. They were 
ordained as missionaries to go to India. 
They were ordained on Sunday night and 
married the same evening, and started at 
once for their field in India. They go out 
to work on the basis and principles of the 
Christian Church. They go on their own 
responsibility, paying their own way, at 
least they do not draw on the mission treas- 
ury of the Christian Church for their sup- 
port. May God’s blessings follow and. rich- 





ly bless their labors. They were married 
by Rev. Miss Neagles, of the Bethany Mis- 
sion, Lynn, Mass., whose picture recently 


appeared in these columns. She is reputed 
to be a very useful worker. It is certainly 
an unusual thing for two young people to 
be ordained and married in the same serv- 
ice. 


*** Rev. J. W. Harrell, D. D., closed his 
labors with the First Christian church of 
Dayton, O., on Sunday, Dec. 10, and left us 
during the following week for his new 
charge at Burlington, N. C., where he be- 
comes the pastor of a fine people. We have 
no doubt that the Burlington church will 
give him a warm Christian welcome and also 
plenty of work to do. That is what he 
likes—he wants to be busy in the Master’s 
business. He was with the Dayton church 
for nearly two and a half years, during 
which time he did a good work. Some nota- 
ble gains in his work are: An encouraging 
increase in membership, the working of 
“the Every-member Canvass,” making a 
great improvement in the systematic 
finances of the church, a decided ad- 
vance in missionary offerings, and a 
marked improvement in church music. He 
made friends here by his even temper and 
his uniform kindness. The best wishes of 
many follow him to his new field of labor. 
Mrs. Harrell was also a faithful worker and 


a good singer. 


*** Gen. Funston seems much out of 
humor with our Baptist brethren for their 
attitude towards his refusal to allow Bap- 
tists to hold revivals in the camps of the 
soldiers on the border. He now denies say- 
ing that his men must not be told that they 
are lost, but admits that he refused to allow 
revivals: among his men, and he is still ad- 
hering to that decision. Meantime our 
Baptist brethren are fighting for their 
rights to proclaim the gospel of salvation 
through Christ to lost men. They think it 
strange that it took Gen. Funston four 
months to find out that he did not say his 
men must not be told that they are lost. 
It does seem, if he did not say such a thing, 
that he might have denied it long ago and 
so have put to rest the excitement which has 
followed his reported attitude in this matter. 
We wish to do Gen. Funston full justice, 
but we are unable to see what rights Gen. 
Funston, or any other general, has to do 
with muzzling the gospel for the soldiers. 
His course seems a bit akin to the effort 
made some time ago by the preachers of 
England and elsewhere to make people be- 
lieve if a soldier was killed on the battle 
field, that that fact would secure his salva- 
tion in itself. It seems hardly possible that 
men of the Christ spirit could attempt to 
put such a thing into the minds of sinful 
men, and yet it was a preacher of the gos- 
pel who advanced that idea, and others gave 
it semi-endorsement. The poor soldier dy- 
ing on the battle-field needs Christ just as 
truly as if he were dying in his own home 
of some long wasting disease. 
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| A Question Box 


Question—Should a church vote an applicant, even 
by letter, into membership before it had plenty of 
time to know by the fruits of the new convert wheth- 
er he or she, as the case may be, has been converted 
to Christ? The Master Himself said: ‘Ye shall 
know them by their fruits.” 


That is good doctrine and we kave n> 
fault to find with it. We are tending to do 
everything in a hurry. I fully believe that 
unconverted people should not unite with 
the Church, and necessarily the Church 
should be satisfied as to the character and 
fruitage of the candidate before admitting 
applicants to membership. 





Question—Can we afford to speak of other Churches 
in derision? When we speak of the Disciple Church 
as the Campbellites, is that not in derision? And 
can we expect the world not to see that in so doing, 
we are manifesting not the Spirit of Jesus? 

We like to call our friends by the name 
they choose for themselves, hence we never 
call our Disciple brethren by the name of 
“Campbellites,” not even to try to make 
some point against them or against 
what they teach, We must have a 
better argument than that, if we are 
to convince the people that they are 
wrong. It is all right to oppose error, even 
in another denomination, but we cannot do 
that to advantage by calling the people an 
offensive name, especially a name which 
they have never accepted, unless in a few 
cases some have done so through ignorance. 
The Disciples as a body do not recognize 
the name “Campbellites” as their name. 
Wishing to do as I would be done by, I 
cannot use such names. If others do it, 
they must be responsible for their own acts. 





Question—Are we to understand Christ’s second 
coming to be literally visible and glorious as recorded 
in Rev. 1:7? 

We have no means of knowing the true 
answer to your question, except through the 
language used in the Bible. The passage 
to which you refer says that He is coming 
with clouds and that every eye shall see 
Him. If that does not mean that His com- 
ing will be literally visible, then I would 
not know when language means literally 
visible. But if that is the right understand- 
ing, then other passages of Holy Scripture 
ought to indicate the same idea, and they do. 
Take Acts 1:11. In that passage we read: 
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven? This same Jesus, which 
is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven.” How had they seen Him go 
into heaven? Verse ten tells us, saying 
while “they looked steadfastly toward heav- 
en, as He went up.” That language evident- 
ly means that they literally saw Him as He 
went to heaven, and the eleventh verse de- 
clares that as He went, so they should see 
Him return in like manner. If you wish 
further Biblical authority, turn to 1 Thess. 
4:16, 17, and read. Then go to Matt. 
26: 64, where you will get the Word of Je- 
sus Himself—He says we shall see the 
Son of Man on the right hand of power 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. If 
language can make a fact plain, it seems to 
me that there is nothing plainer than the 
fact that He is coming again to earth and 
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that His coming will be literally visible to 
every eye. If one should seek to prove that 
this is not true, the first thing that will 
need to be proven is that plain English does 
not mean what it says, and that will be 
hard to do. 





Question—Who hardened Pharaoh’s heart? I know 
the Bible says God did it, but how? Did He not do 
it as He now hardens the hearts of all sinners? Did 
not Pharaoh harden his own heart in his rebellion 
against God? 


That is it exactly. Pharaoh literally com- 
mitted the act by his rebellion against the 
commands of God. The Hebrew word for 
hardened occurs, as referring to Pharaoh, 
twenty times. Hebrew scholars tell us that 
ten times this Hebrew word hardened in- 
dicates that the hardening process was due 
to Pharaoh’s rebellion. The other ten times 
the same word is used to indicate the reflex 
influence of God’s call to Pharaoh to yield 
and obey, so it is just as you have sug- 
gested, the hardening process was the re- 
sult of Pharaoh’s own rebellion. The same 
rule holds good in human life. A father 
tells his son to do a certain thing. He is 
rebuked by the father because he did not 
do it. So long as he is in rebellion against 
his father’s will, his resistance of that will 
also hardens his heart, so while the Word 
says that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, 
it was due to the fact that Pharaoh resisted 
the commands of God, and it was really 
that resistance that hardened his heart. 





Question—Is it not really yielding to a temptation 
of the flesh not to get up as early on Sunday morn- 
ing as on other days of the week? 


Undoubtedly it is. It is true, we are com- 
manded to rest on the Sabbath Day, but we 
are also commanded to use the day for wor- 
ship. While it is not so said in so many 
words, it is plain that God did not mean 
by the Sabbath rest that the day should be 
spent idly, but, rather, since we had given 
our strength and time for six days to our 
own interests, that the seventh day should 
be given to Him. We are told by some 
modern philosophers that change of employ- 
ment is rest. Then God offers us rest by a 
change in our employment. We stop our 
daily work for self and devote ourselves to 
the worship of God—that is restful, and 
since we have arisen early for six days in 
the week to look after our own affairs, sure- 
ly we ought to be honest enough to get up 
just as early on the day which we are 
ta devote to the cause of Him who has given 
us the six days in which to look after our 
affairs. I once read of a man, a sick man, 
who was traveling on the road. He met a 
stranger and told the stranger that he was 
sick and needed help, asking the stranger 
to give him some money. The stranger was 
kind-hearted. He took out of his purse 
seven round silver dollars, and said to the 
sick beggar: “I have only seven dollars 
and I give you six of these, the seventh I 
keep for myself.” The sick man took the 
gift and continued on his journey. Soon he 
looked back and saw the man who had be- 
friended him going the other way. He then 
slipped up behind him and knocked him 
down and took the seventh dollar from him. 
I think I hear you say, “How dastardly!” 
Yes, it was, but that is what we do when 
we use the six days God has given to us for 
our own selfish purposes, and then turn 
round and rob God of the blessed Sabbath 
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Day, the one day in seven, which He had 
reserved for Himself, and even that was 
done that He might bless us with the en- 
riching power of the worship of God. Of 
course, God wishes us to live right every 
day, but He gives us the six days in which 
we may look after our temporal] interests 
and then reserves the seventh day that in 
that we may glorify Him by our worship 
and at the same time get for our own tired 
bodies and minds the rest we so much need 
—the kind of rest we can get nowhere else. 





Question—In Judges 11:31, we read: “Then it 
shall be whatsoever cometh forth of .the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in .peace from 
the children of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s 
and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.’”” Do you 
think that Jephthah really offered up his daughter 
as a burnt offering? 


I do not think he did. I think he did 
what he promised to do. There is a doubt- 
ful translation of one little word in that 
verse which seems to be responsible for the 
misunderstanding of Jephtha’s vow. Notice 
that Jephthah promised that whatsoever 
should come out to meet him on his return 
home should surely be the Lord, and he 
would offer it up for a burnt offering. That 
little word and should have been translated 
or. In the margin of many of our Bibles 
you will find the word or is given as the 
right reading, as some of the translators 
understood it. Now read his promise in the 
light of that word or put in the place of 
and, and you will see what a difference it 
makes, and how reasonable his vow was. It 
would then read: ‘When it shall be, that 
whatsoever cometh forth out of the doors of 
my house to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, shall 
surely be the Lord’s, or I will offer it up 
for a burnt offering.” You see that the 
word or in place of and gives Jephthah the 
privilege to give whatever met him to the 
Lord, or offer it up as a burnt offering to 
the Lord. So his vow did not bind him to 
offer up his daughter. He could give her 
to the Lord for service, or he could offer 
whatever came out as a burnt offering. So 
if an animal had met him, he no doubt 
would have offered it to the Lord in a burnt 
offering, but as it was his daughter, he 
said she shall surely be the Lord’s—he then 
simply had to dedicate her to the Lord, and 
that he did. She took two months to pre- 
pare for this surrender.. Do you say that 
you do not like that explanation? Then 
please show us where we have any account 
that Jephthah offered his daughter up as 
a burnt offering. In verse 35 of the same 
chapter, there seems to be a lamentation 
over the giving up of his daughter. That is 
true, but the lamentation is on account of 
her separation from the family, as from 
that time she was to be wholly dedicated to 
the service of God. At the end of her two 
months on the mountains, bewailing her vir- 
ginity, she returned to her father and he 
did with her according to his vow, and that 
vow, as I understand it, simply required 
her to be the Lord’s henceforth, and that 
doubtless took her out of the family, and 
this fact brought great sorrow to her loved 
ones, just as it would to-day in any home 
under such circumstances. Jephthah gave 
her to the Lord for the remainder of her 
natural life. As I understand him, he did 


not promise to burn her, but simply that 
she should be the Lord’s, and that vow he 
made good. 
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~The Third Quadrennial Session of the Churches of Christ in America 
St. Louis, Missouri, December 6-11, 1916 


It has fallen to my lot to write for THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY a thousand-word 
letter on its “origin, purposes, how consti- 
tuted, its membership, and working meth- 
ods.” 

The churches of America are composed 
of all creeds, all nationalities, and all modes 
of thought and expression. This presented 
the Christian religion in a greater variety 
of relations and manifestations than any- 
where on the earth. The task of reducing 
this variety to practical unity was Hercu- 
lean, but increasing necessity for cooper- 
ative unity continued to press its claims up- 
on the thoughtful and well-informed Chris- 
tian leaders. This pressure culminated in 
the Inter-Church Conference in New York 
City, November 15-21, 1905. But ante- 
cedent to this conference, which was com- 
posed of delegates duly elected by thirty 
Protestant denominations, the Evangelical 
Alliance, formed in England in 1846, was 
organized in the United States in 1867, and 
the World’s Alliance met in New York City 
in 1873. The interdenominational organiza- 
tions of Y. M. C. A., Christian Endeavor, 
and a host of other societies, helped to in- 
spire the call for the Inter-Church Confer- 
ence. So many questions of common inter- 
est were revealed by discussions in this con- 
ference that something more than confer- 
ence was a felt necessity. After a full in- 
vestigation of the feelings and thought of 
the delegates and the constituent bodies rep- 
resenting eighteen million members, the 
conference created an Executive Committee 
with power to work out a plan of federa- 
tion, and report to a meeting held in Phila- 
delphia, December 2-8, 1908. This was the 
origin of the Federal Council, which com- 
pleted its organization and held its first 
regular session in Philadelphia on the date 
above written. 

At this first session Bishop E. R. Hen- 
dricks was chosen the first president, Rev. 
Dr. W. H. Roberts having presided over 
previous meetings, as the head of the move- 
ments that culminated in the permanent 
Council. 


The Council is composed of delegates 
elected by the national denominational 
bodies on the basis of four delegates from 
each constituent body, and one additional 
delegate for every 50,000 members. This 
gives The American Christian Convention 
six delegates. Larger denominations have 
more delegates than we have, and smaller 
denominations have a smaller number. 
The delegates are all on equality as to 
status in the Council; and on the Executive 
Committee and Business Committee each 
denomination has representation. One 
might say that the Council is constituted on 
a basis similar to the United States, with 
the notable exception that the Council is 
not a legislative body; it is advisory only. 
It did not even take organic form until two- 
thirds of the constituent bodies had approv- 
ed, by official action, the plan of federation. 

The purposes of the Council may be said 
to be the same as the common purposes of 
any denomination. Nothing new is pro- 
posed or sought after. But things too large 
for the accomplishment of any one denomi- 


nation are undertaken by the cooperation 
of all in the name of “Jesus Christ as our 
divine Lord and Savior.” 

Great problems confront the Church in 
modern complex life, and they can be solved 
only by the united effort of American Prot- 
estantism. Temperance, Family Life, Mis- 
sions, Christian Education, Sabbath Ob- 
servance, The Church and Country Life, 
International Prestige and Good-will, and 
other subjects are considered through com- 
missions, submitted to the Council, referred 
to a Business Committee, and then reported 
to the Council for final action. In this way 
unity of treatment and action is to be se- 
cured in all the Churches. 


Just what steps shall be taken to make a 
saloonless nation must be planned so as to 
secure the support of all the Churches. 
What social service means and how it 
should be applied is one of the live ques- 
tions that must not be left to the care of 
specialists who place this application of a 
Christian principle above the Church which 
produced it. 


This is an age of specialists and radicals. 
It is an age of super-activities. It is an 
age of superficial judgment on new ques- 
tions. Society is overrun by special 
panaceas for all human ills. The combined 
wisdom of thirty denominations is working 
on solutions that may be sane, Biblical, and 
Christian. 


The methods employed are through sal- 
aried secretaries who devote their whole 
time to the work, and organized commis- 
sions who devote much time to investigation 
of the problems that vex the wisest of men. 
The processes are tedious, the findings are 
far-reaching, and the application of findings 
are not forced upon any people. Effort is 
made to eliminate whatever meets with 
serious protest by any constituent body; 
and, so far, the final vote on all questions 
has been unanimous. The method through- 
out has been educational and all along the 
line of Christian education. 

The session in’ Chicago in 1912 and this 
third session in St. Louis, brought together 
hundreds of the leaders of Christian 
thought and Christian activity and the po- 
tential elements of the Churches of Christ 
in America are unified for service as never 
before. W. W. STALEY. 
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WHERE DO YOU WISH MEMBERSHIP? 


Come, let us talk it over. If you were 
moving to a city where you expected to 
make your future home, you would wish to 
connect yourself with some church in that 
city, that is what you ought to do, beyond 
all question, although there are some people 
who try to live in a city and persuade them- 
selves that they do not need to associate 
themselves with any church. They say 
they can worship God just as well at home. 
alone as they can at the church in a big 
crowd. That will do to talk, but when it 
comes to live up to it, it will not measure up 
all right. The true child of God needs and 
ought to be associated with the Church of 
Christ where he lives. There is much ad- 


vantage to be gained in being in the mem- 
bership of the church where you live. 

But now, supposing you were just moving 
to the city where your future home is to be, 
what kind of a church would you look for 
in which to place the membership of your- 
self and family? Think a moment and then 
read what follows. It may awaken a new 
idea in your mind and heart, and it may be 
worth a great deal to your life and useful- 
ness. Face the matter openly and honestly 
and prayerfully, and then be brave enough 
to do what you know you ought to do, and 
you will always be thankful for having read 
the article below. 


A GREAT WASTE 


We noted some time ago the remark of a 
man moving to the city that he wanted to 
put his letter in a certain small church rath- 
er than a large one, because there would be 
more for him to do. He would go where 
he and his family were most needed. 

Unfortunately, many who move have a 
different purpose. They seek the stronger, 
more popular churches, and often are sim- 
ply absorbed. There seems nothing for them 
to do, and they accept the situation. 

A writer in The Western Christian Advo- 
cate declares this is a great source of loss 
to the Methodist churches, as indeed it is to 
other churches. He says: “They find a very 
unexpected change in church life. This does 
not immediately affect their Christian ex- 
perience, but it does immediately affect their 
Christian service. Hands that were busy 
in the small church are folded in idleness 
from the first Sabbath in the city pew. The 
minister’s message does not reach, for it is 
as strange as anything else; it is adapted to 
the busy workers who are carrying the bur- 
dens of the city. Moreover, the environ- 
ment is unlike rural conditions. The church 
was the big thing in the rural community, 
other things tower above it in the city. 
Lurking doubts and enervating theories 
quickly take advantage of the idle or con- 
fused mind, with the result that in a sur- 
prisingly short time the once ardent worker 
is dead to any appeal that calls for service. 

It is necessary both for his own spiritual 
development and for the Church that he find 
work. He does not need to force himself. 
There are few churches which do not need 
the help of all who are willing to help. Let 
him go to his pastor and volunteer to do 
anything he is asked to do. Pastors and ses- 
sions are on the lookout for such volunteers. 
Some of our churches have been blessed 
with a good many of them. Indeed, some 
of the strongest men in the churches have 
come from country churches, and in spite of 
embarrassment of changed conditions and 
the apparent over-supply of workers, have 
found places where they were needed, and 
have done effective service. 


A little girl in Aberdeen brought a basket 
of strawberries to the minister very early 
on Monday morning. “Thank you, my lit- 
tle girl,” he said; “they are very beautiful. 
But I hope you didn’t gather them yester- 
day, which was the Sabbath day.” “No, 
sir,” replied the child, “I pulled them this 
morning; but they was growin’ all yester- 
day.”—Exchange. 


No matter what his rank or position may 
be, the lover of books is the richest and 
happiest of the children of men.—John AIl- 
fred Langford. 
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The Church Impotent Because Tithes Are Not Paid 


As reported in a recent issue of THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY, one of the 
speakers at the last session of The Southern 
Christian Convention said, “The next great 
revival in the churches of America, will be 
a financial revival.” 

What a calamity to the Church, indeed it 
is a tragedy, that men did not preach that 
kind of doctrine one hundred years ago. 
The time is coming and now is, when the 
Church must more keenly appreciate her 
obligation, and privilege, in paying to the 
support of the kingdom of God. The doc- 
trine of paying, paying tithes, is just as 
fundamental in God’s plan for man’s re- 
demption, as the doctrine of Grace, Con- 
version, Regeneration, or any other funda- 
mental Christian doctrine. And _ until 
preachers begin to preach that duty to men 
and insist upon that obligation, they cer- 
tainly fail to declare the whole counsel o 
God. F 


Now, why do I insist that paying the 
tithes is fundamental? As long as I can 
remember, and I am safe in saying much 
longer than that, men have taught that 
when we get men converted their pocket- 
books will be converted, and they will give 
freely. But “freely giving’? may not help 
matters, neither may there be any virtue 
in it. A man may give $1.00 freely, when 
God has cammanded him to give, or pay, 
$1,000.. We have also heard that when the 
spirituality of the Church is alright, the 
giving will be alright. With all deference 
to any one who holds that opinion, I submit 
that the theory has not been, and can not 
be demonstrated. What reason should there 
be for its demonstration? ‘God rules every- 
thing by well-defined laws—there is no 
chance of haphazard work with Him. And 
He has devised a plan and attached His 
promise of blessing to its fulfillment. In 
Prov. 3: 9, 10 we read, “Honor the Lord with 
thy substance, and the first fruits of all 
thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled 
with plenty.” Now does God say, “When 
your barns are filled, honor me with a part 
of your substance?” No, the duty of man 
comes first. God does not promise His 
blessing first, but last. His blessing comes 
as a result of what man does. 


In Malachi 3: 10: “Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse (the treasury of the 
Church) that there may be meat in mine 
house, (not poverty—the present-day pov- 
erty of our churches is absolutely unjusti- 
fiable) and prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing that there shall not be room enough 
to contain it.” 


Again we have the proof of God’s reveal- 
ed word that man is to come into his bless- 
ing after he has fulfilled the commandment 
of God. That is, the windows of heaven 
are opened after man brings the tithes, not 
before; man brings the tithes not after the 
blessing, but before. I believe that because 
the Word says so: I know it is the truth, 
because it has been, and is, demonstrated in 
both individual and church life. 

But the doctrine of the payment of the 
tithes does not have to stand upon the Old 


By Rev. H. Russell Clem, Springfield, Ohio 


Testament teaching alone. There is most 
positive teaching, although indirect, upon 
it in the New Testament. In the seventh 
chapter of Hebrews the writer tells us of 
Abraham paying tithes to Melchisedec, 
priest of the Most High God, on his return 
from the Battle of the Kings. This priest- 
hood then received tithes. And this priest 
is Christ,—“without father, without mother, 
without descent, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life.” And that when 
the order of a priesthood is changed there 
is made of necessity a change in the law, 
but where the order is not changed the law 
is not changed. The order is not changed— 
it follows, therefore, that the law is not 
changed. 

Indeed, in Luke 11:42 we have Christ’s 
positive words that it is man’s duty to pay 
the tithes; that he owes the tithes. God 
has left his people with sufficient teaching 
on the plan of finance for His kingdom. 


And it is a good omen that preachers, 
teachers, and leaders of church work are 
now beginning to emphasize that God has 
made a plan of finance in His kingdom. 

And failure to work with that plan has 
always, and is still, causing trouble. The 
failure, or refusal, of men to work accord- 
ing to the plan of God for finance in His 
Kingdom is at the root of more failures 
than any other one thing—in fact, many 
other things. When Nehemiah went back 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls, he set 
workmen to work on the assumption that 


. all Jews would pay the tithes, but soon 


these workmen had to go to their own fields 
to support themselves. The same, or a 
similar condition, prevails to-day. God is 
still calling strong, able, young men into 
the ministry to preach the gospel, but the 
Church is starving them out. We had just 
as well face the facts as they are, like 
Christian men. It is nothing less than a 
miracle, that the Church prospers at all. 
The fact that it does prosper is conclusive 
proof that it is divine. It certainly does 
not prosper because of sacrifice or wise man- 
agement. People, with very few exceptions, 
have lost the art and joy of sacrifice. Mis- 
sionaries and ministers must still sacrifice 
of necessity. The people want them to make 
all of the sacrifice, as they want to do all 
the praying and working. That is what 
they are-for! That is what we “hire” them 
for. 


For churches to continue to call and ac- 
cept the services of ministers without prop- 
erly compensating them, is the worst kind 
of theft, for it is robbing the minister’ and 
his family of what justly belongs to them. 
And it is time for men of God—preachers— 
to begin to preach this doctrine. It must 
be taught, not for a minister’s financial 
benefit, but for the benefit of the Church. 
The Church lacks power to-day, not because 
men and women are not saying “Amen” in 
the services and worship of the Church, as 
they used to do, but because they will not 
back up the “Amen,” the world has found 
it out. It lacks power because the leader- 
ship is discouraged. Ministers’ minds are 
on how to meet financial obligations, and 
take care of their families, when their un- 


divided attention and:strength ought to be: 


on their Church work.. A.certain great 
manufacturer of this:country makes a busi- 
ness of seeing that each man that works 


for him has a pleasant and.. comfortable : 
home life, so he eam.do good work. And: 


that manufacturer knows that the first 
thing to do is to pay his men enough so 
they can live comfortably.. Did you ever 
hear of a church doing that? But brethren, 


that is one very important secret of effi-- 


ciency. 

Why should a young. man go into the min- 
istry to-day? Every man. who gives his 
undivided life and: service to the Christian 
ministry dies a pauper. That is the reason 


so many preachers: divide. their time be-- 


tween the ministry and some money-making 
proposition. But again, under this ar- 
rangement, in most cases, impotency of the 
Church is the resulf. Yes; I know; some 
denominations pension their ministers, but 


that is only one form of pauperism. So- 
does each county take care of ‘its poor and. 


indigent. Men buildhouses for their auto- 
mobiles, stables for their horses, and even 


refuse to sell Old Débbyn: when he has: 


served them faithfally to an old age, but 


they give their minister half a competence,. 
and turn him out to»be a:pauper when he’is= 


old. 


Are these things~ unpléasant to face?” 


They are truth. And‘again I ask, “Why 


should a young man go into the ministry?” 

And for my life;.I’ cannot see’: why our~ 
denominational papers: do not take up such» 
a matter as this one in question—the under-- 
paid ministry and the dishonesty of the peo-- 


ple in withholding the-tithes, robbing God— 


and agitate until we have a better condition;.. 


a condition worthy of* the: Christian 
Church. 


Some time ago when I asked a man to: 
subscribe for a church paper, he said, . 
What does’the church paper ~ 


“What for? 
stand for? What great issue or cause does 
it champion?” f 

I mention this merely as an incident, but 


I verily believe that the time has come for - 


church papers to revive’ some fundamental 
things we may have forgotten, or lost sight 


of for a while, and this is one of them—the » 


doctrine of the payment of the tithes, and 
Christian giving. 

Every country and every neighborhood, 
has its broken-down and discarded minis- 


ters. They are broken in health, some of © 


them only middle-aged, because of overwork 
for the Church, and they are paupers. 
Many of them really sell their last pieces of 


furniture and their much-prized, and in: 


some instances, valuable books, at a sacri- 
fice to live at all. And while this condition 
prevails, the laboring man gets his wages 
raised every few months, and the State 
passes liability laws, and Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Laws to care for their families in 
case of accident or death. But the minister 
goes on the scrap-heap, after his health is 
broken in the greatest work of the world, 
unlamented and unsung, with no provision 
for his old age. 
lives in a neighborhood where that condi- 


tion does not prevail, he is fortunate. Shame - 
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for the Church, that in any community of 
the greatest country of the world, and in 
this time, too, of unprecedented wealth, such 
a condition should be allowed to obtain. 

If one minister, or two ministers, died in 
need in a community, we might say it was 
his own fault, that he was not thrifty, but 
when all ministers not cared for outside of 
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their salary, die paupers, there is certainly 
something wrong with a system that pro- 
duces that kind of pauperism. I believe 
it is time for us to face these conditions, 
and wake up. May God help us to do it. 
Again, I say, the payment of the tithes, as 
God has commanded, will bring the Church 
the money and spiritual power she lacks. 
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Annual Report for the Year Ending Sept. 30, 1916 


By Rev. John H. Warner, Secretary Young Men’s Christian Associations, 
Recife, Brazil 


I. Meeting the Test. 


My return to Recife gives an occasion to 
note the effect of hard conditions upon the 
work here, as well as to be impressed with 
the kaleidoscopic changes which are con- 
stantly taking place in this community and 
constituency. I am especially thankful that 
the Association, after nearly two years of 
interrupted supervision, shows so much real 
vitality. Since February, the Secretary- 
ship has been under the charge of the na- 
tive vice-president, who, in the capacity of 
secretary ad interim, has conducted a very 
efficient educational department, maintain- 
ed a Sunday Bible class, kept some physical 
work going, cleaned and repainted the 
premises, kept finances in order, making 
some payments toward the liquidation of 
the building debt, and increased the mem- 
bership which, through the uncertainties of 
former months, had lapsed badly. This in 
the face of war conditions is a record to 
encourage those who look forward to native 
control in the work. Better conditions un- 
der which to test the courage and resource- 
fulness of the native leadership could hard- 
ly be devised. 

II. Friends now in Power. 

Important changes have taken place in 
the community which reflect advantage up- 
on the Association opportunity. During my 
absence a new Governor has been elected, 
bringing into the government many of our 
best friends. The Secretary of State is a 
member of the Association. He-has declar- 
ed his intention of calling the next public 
meeting of the Interpreters’ Club, of which 
he is president, at his home. The most im- 
portant change has taken place in the Law 
School, into whose faculty two members of 
the Association have been elected. Both of 
these men are anxious to help in some way 
to bring the benefits of this work to stu- 
dents. One of them declares that he owes 
his present position to his study and work 
in the Association. There is not lacking 
also a student nucleus composed of mem- 
bers and friends of the Association. With 
the proper initiative on our part and at- 
tention given to the problem of equipment, 
this situation constitutes our greatest op- 
portunity. The fact that the student oppor- 
tunity, which two years ago was so prom- 
ising, but which largely because of my ex- 
pected absence, could not be fully improved, 
has grown during these months of neglect, 
is evidence of the reality and permanence 
of our opportunity to reach and influence 
this class of men. 


III. Better Recife. 


Important changes have also taken place 
in the general aspect of the city of Recife. 


Eight years ago, when we came here, Recife 
had the reputation for being next to the 
most deadly city of the world. She well 
deserved her reputation. The transforma- 
tion from that time to this is remarkable, 
even for Latin-America, and the change 
within the last two years is almost unbe- 
lievable. When we left, important improve- 
ments were under way. On our return we 
find that in spite of the war and tremen- 
dous high cost of living, large projects are 
just about being finished. The port works 
are to be inaugurated by the end of 1916; 
about a half-mile of dock warehouses are 
ready to use at once. The electric cars 
have already penetrated to several suburbs. 
The other day I walked across a new bridge 
700 meters long, which already carries the 
two three-foot mains of the new sewer sys- 
tem and is to carry the tracks of the car 
line across an arm of the sea to the penin- 
sula on which is located Boa Viagem, the 
best of the city’s summer resorts. Many 
swamps have been filled, a mosquito brigade 
has been in operation for a long time, and 
the new sewer system is now working over 
so much of the city that health conditions 
are already greatly improved. 

These have been greatly helped also by 
the completion of many new streets and the 
demolition of numerous buildings which 
have left fine rifts through which the wind 
from the sea can sweep in and purify and 
cool the air. Already Recife is out of the 
category of the worst cities and the time 
is not distant when it will be as healthful 
as any and more pleasant to live in than 
many even farther out of the tropics. 


IV. Successor to the Secretaryship. 


I am rejoicing also in the arrival of Mr. 
and Mrs. W. B. Davison, who is to take 
charge of the Secretaryship, as I proceed 
to Rio for student work. He has had ex- 
perience both in student work and in large 
City Associations, the latter a class of ex- 
perience in which I am utterly lacking. He 
will be ready to take full charge of the 
work early in the next year. They are de- 
voting their time now largely to study, but 
they have not failed to establish already 
some fine social connections. 
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TO SET APART TO A SACRED OFFICE 
BY REV. R. H. GOTT 


Jesus, because of His casting out of the 
temple the money-changers, and unlawful 
dealers in sacrificial material, brought upon 
Himself the ill-will and execration of the 
temple-inspectors. Accordingly, a deputa- 
tion of chief priests, scribes, and elders 
presented themselves to Jesus and request- 
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ed to know the source of His authority for 
the liberty He had taken in His action in 
the temple. And they said unto Him: “By 
what authority doest thou these things? or 
who gave thee this authority to do these 
things?” 

And Jesus said unto them, “I will ask 
of you one question, and answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I do these 
things: The baptism of John, was it from 
heaven, or from men? Answer me.” And 
they answered Jesus and said, “We know 
not.” 

Unto the Jewish people had been com- 
mitted the oracles of God. Lack of under- 
standing or comprehension of principles on 
the part of teachers eventually leads to as 
dire results as does perversion of truth on 
the part of those who know better. 

“There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. The same came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
all men through him might believe.” 

John was an agent from the Almighty, 
a sentry on guard, with sealed instructions 
regarding his duty. 

John’s equipment was complete, and when 
he began his public ministry, calling the 
people to repentance, as an evidence of his 
confidence in their sincerity of heart and 
purpose, that ancient God-given formula of 
consecration, by which Aaron was solemnly 
set apart, was made applicable unto them 
and they were solemnly consecrated and set 
apart as mutual helpers with him in bring- 
ing in the new era. 

Jesus was consecrated by John, by and 
through the same ancient formula. That 
ancient formula still abides, although per- 
verted and robbed of its meaning quite 
largely, through failure of many to enter 
into the treasure of its significance. 


“Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again; 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

But error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies among his worshipers.” 
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THE WORLD NEEDS YOU 


There are some lines that run like this: 


“Smile a little, 
Push a little, 
Help a little, 

The world needs you. 
Work a little, 
Wait a little, 

Hope a little, 
And don’t get blue.” 
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WHAT SHE WANTED 

“TI want five cents’ worth of glory divine,” 
said a flaxen-haired tot, looking intently 
at the clerk in a drug store. Everybody 
within hearing of the infantile voice either 
laughed or smiled, while Mr. Gray, the 
drugman, looked serious and appeared to 
be thinking. 

“Are you sure it is glory divine?” he 
asked the little one. 

“Yes, sir,” was the response. 

“For what does mamma want it?” was 
the next question. 

“To throw it around the room and into 
the back yard,” said the little tot, inno- 
cently. 

“Isn’t it chloride of lime she wants?” ask- 
ed the drug man. 

The little girl nodded her assent, and soon 
she was on her way home to her mother 
with the package.—E xchange. 
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Why the Parson Didn’t Make the Pace 
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A CHRISTMAS STORY FOR THE PASTOR AND HIS CONGREGATION 
By Rev. Joseph Kennard Wilson, D. D., in Christian Endeavor World 


“Tell me you’re goin’ to swap parsons up 
to th’ White church,’ remarked Simeon 
Barton’s visitor casually. 

“Y-e-s, I believe so; that is, Mr. Crane 
has sent in his resignation. Church hasn’t 
acted on it yet.” 

“What’s the trouble?” 

“Why,” replied his host hesitatingly, “I 
don’t really know. To tell the truth, no- 
body seems to know. All there ‘s about it, 
things don’t seem to be get- 
ting ahead, and he thinks 
he’d better go.” 

“Been here quite a spell, 
ain’t he?” 

“Let’s see, just about 
fifteen years. Yes, quite a 
long while for these times.” 

“Gettin’ a leetle old for 
ye?” 

“Old? Why, no; he’s only 
a little rising forty, a young 
man yet.” 

“Mebbe he don’t keep up 
his trainin’? Tips up his ser- 
mon-bar’l too often, eh?” 

“Not a bit of it! He’s a 
hard student, and the best 
preacher in town. Every- 
body grants that. Strangers 
wonder how we can keep him 
in such a place as Ryeboro.” 

“Leetle off color outside? 
Shies now an’ then? Don’t 
pay his bills, or somethin’?” 

Barton laughed. 

“Why, man, you’re ’way 
off! There isn’t a better or 
squarer man in town than 
Elder Crane, nor one more 
respected. No, sir; he’s all 
right!” 

“What’s bitin’ you, then? 
What you lettin’ him go for? 
If I could get a-hold of a hoss 
as near perfect for a hoss as 
you say he is as a man, I 
wouldn’t part with him for 
love or money.” 

“W-e-l-l,”” responded the 
other, “that’s the puzzle of 
it. The church doesn’t seem 
to be getting anywhere. 
Good congregations Sunday 
morning, but that’s about all. 
Sunday-school running down, and prayer- 
meetings running out. Oh, I don’t know 
what to make of it. Seems strange.” 


“How many did you have at prayer- 
meetin’ last Wednesday?” 

“Oh, perhaps twenty or twenty-five. I 
don’t know; I wasn’t there.” 

“Why not?” 

“Well, let me see.” A dull flush came into 
the speaker’s cheek. “I don’t quite remem- 
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ber; I guess I was tired, or busy, or some- 


thing.” 
“Why, I thought you allus went to pray- 
er-meetin’ when I was about these parts.” 


“Y-e-s, I did. But somehow I’ve got out 
of the way of it; don’t just know why, 
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either. Ought to go oftener than I do, I 
suppose.” 

Joe Dooley kept silence for a while. 

“By the way,” he broke out suddenly, 
“what’s come of that class of boys you used 
to have in Sunday-school—the Grimes boy, 
an’ young Jim Berry, an’ Tom Jackson’s 
kid, an’ the rest? I remember you was 
telling me a lot about ’em when I was here 
once; seemed ’s if you thought you had a 
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A lively tilt between Simeon Barton and Joe Dooley, and Joe gets the 
best of it and wonderfully helps Central church. 


string of presidents an’ governors an’ such 
like in th’ bunch. How they turnin’ out?” 


Barton laughed, a trifle embarrassedly.” 


“Why, to tell the truth, I haven’t that 
class any longer. Gave it up when I was 
sick with typhoid, you know.” 


“But that was as much as three year 
ago.” 


“Yes, but somehow I never went back to 
Sunday-school after I got well. Had got 
into the habit of staying at home, you see; 
and such habits grow on a man, particu- 
larly when he gets along to the middle of 
life.” 


“What’s become of the boys? Do they go 
still?” 


“Why, n-o-o, I believe not. I know Elder 
Crane was quite anxious to get some of 
them back, but I think he didn’t make out 
much at it. Too bad!” 


Joe brought down square upon its four 
legs the chair in which he had been tipped 
back, picked up his hat, and settled it on his 
head as if for immediate departure. 

“Look a-here, Sim,” he said, slowly, “I’ve 
got a leetle somethin’ I’d like to say to you 

an’ to that bloomin’ lot 
people up to th’ White 
church. You know I 
don’t go much on religion, 
an’ I don’t pertend to 
know much _ about it. 
Hosses is my line, an’ I 
claim to know somethin’ 
‘bout them. But hosses 
an’ folks ain’t so drefful 
‘fur apart, after all. Didn’t 
Shakespeare say, “All th’ 
world’s a hoss-trot?’ ” 

“Not just that, I be- 
lieve,” smiled his host. 
“What he said is, ‘All the 
world’s a stage.’ ” 

“Near ’nough. I know- 
ed it was somethin’ your 
church people make’b’lieve 


you’re awfully shocked 
over. Now th’ thing is 
jest here: Your parson 


ain’t makin’ the pace, 
’cordin’ to what you say. 
T’other parsons are givin’ 
him their dust. When th’ 
tally-sheets are reckoned 
up, he’s likely to be an 
‘also ran,’ a ‘has been.’ 
Now there’s a reason for 
that somewhere, an’ it’s 
good hoss-sense to find out 
what it is. When a hoss 
goes stale on me, I c’n- 
sider that it’s up to me 
to bore into th’ thing until 
I see daylight. Don’t 
ketch me putterin’ round 
an’ sayin’ it’s a ‘puzzle,’ 
an’ ‘I don’t understan’ it.’ 
Not so you would notice it. 
I’m goin’ to understan’ it, 
or quit the bizness. So I 
look th’ hoss over care- 
fully. Mebbe it’s a case of not bein’ 
looked after as he should. Mebbe 
he needs more oats. Mebbe he’s 
strained himself somehow. _Mebbe he’s 
jest playin’ it on me. But, whatever it is, 
I don’t stop until I find out. Until I find 
out, you understan’! Then, if I can’t find 
th’ trouble in the hoss, I go for th’ sulky an’ 
harness. Mebbe th’ coon that oils ain’t onto 
his job. Mebbe th’ sulky don’t balance 
right, or needs a new pair of wheels. Meb- 
be th’ harness chafes somewhere. Oh, they’s 


lots of things that ¢’n keep your hoss from © 


comin’ under th’ wire in th’ lead, even if 
he’s as fit as a fiddle. Now what I’m comin’ 
at is, whether you wouldn’t better stop 
wonderin’ ’bout that hoss, an’ take a little 
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squint at th’ sulky an’ harness. From what 
you tell me I should think that what you 
need up yander ain’t so much a new parson 
as a new kind of people. I guess this par- 
son ’d do all right if you only give him a 
fair chance. ’Pears to me it’s the sulky 
that’s holdin’ him back an’ makin’ th’ 
trouble. Course ’tain’t none of my bizness, 
an’ I ain’t no call to butt in. Only—only— 
well, Simmy, you know that was my moth- 
er’s old church, an’ sometimes—Well, so- 
long, old man! Come over to th’ city an’ 
see me soon. Tra la!” 

. Mr. Simeon Barton, prosperous merchant, 
prominent citizen, member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Central (otherwise known 
as the “White”) church, looked after the 
receding form of his visitor with an amused 
smile. “Isn’t that just like Joe?” he mur- 
mured. “Everything is ‘hosses’ to him. But 
what a ridiculous notion to compare a min- 
ister to a horse!” 

But as he still stood on the piazza, watch- 
ing the pudgy little figure make its way 
down the village street, slowly the smile 
died away, and a graver and questioning 
look took its place. Was the notion so ridic- 
ulous, after all? Was the parable so far- 
fetched as at first it had seemed? Might not 
Joe Dooley also be among the prophets? 
There came back to him a sentence or two 
from the horseman’s little homily: “There’s 
a reason somewhere, an’ it’s good hoss-sense 
to find out what it is. When a hoss goes 
stale on me, I ec’nsider that it’s up to me to 
bore into th’ thing until I see daylight. 
Don’t ketch me putterin’ round an’ sayin’ 
it’s a ‘puzzle,’ an’ ‘I don’t understan’ it.’ ” 
Possibly there was a hint just there that 
was worth following up. It might be that a 
little “boring’ into this disturbing matter of 
the minister’s loss of grip and power would 
let in a bit of “daylight.” 

The meeting of the members of the Cen- 
tral church duly called to “consider and 
take action upon the resignation of the pas- 
tor” was largely attended. Such a gather- 
ing at a mid-week prayer-meeting would 
have made the pastor’s heart sing for joy, 
even while it would doubtless have stirred 
his mind to great wonderment as to its 
cause. 

Nor was it a perfunctory or hypocritical 
gathering. The people of the Central 
church loved their minister, and were sin- 
cerely grieved at thought of losing him. No 
one had hinted to him that his usefulness 
was waning and that it would be better for 
him to leave; probably no one would ever 
have made that suggestion. It was Mr. 
Crane himself who had sensed the situation 
and had taken the initiative; the people 
were only accepting what seemed inevitable 
and acquiescing in an apparent necessity. 


There could be no denying the fact that 
the church was running down. Congrega- 
tions were falling off; prayer-meetings were 
approaching the vanishing-point in attend- 
ance; the Sunday-school was diminishing in 
numbers and interest; and all this was 
showing itself on the treasurer’s books. Yes, 
the tide was certainly ebbing at the Central 
church, and there seemed but one thing to 
do. Much as they loved the old, they must 
have a new minister. 

It was understood as a matter of course 
that the resignation was to be accepted, and 
Lawyer Kennedy had in his pocket the 
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usual series of resolutions with which such 
matters are smoothed over. But, when the 
motion to accept had been made and second- 
ed and was before the house for discussion, 
Mr. Barton arose. 

“Mr. Chairman,” he began, “had this 
meeting been held a week ago, I should 
probably have voted in the affirmative on 
this question, in the sincere conviction that 
it was the only way out of a real and dis- 
tressing situation. But now I am not so 
sure about that. I want to tell you a story.” 

“The chair would remind Brother Bar- 
ton,” interrupted the chairman, “that seri- 
ous business is before us, and that we have 
neither time nor inclination for stories un- 
less they bear directly upon the matter in 
hand.” 

Mr. Barton smiled. “I think you will 
grant that the relation is very immediate 
and direct when you have heard my story,” 
he rejoined. 

Then very simply he told of Joe Dooley’s 
visit and advice, keeping as close as possible 
to the old horseman’s phraseology. As he 
proceeded, and the application of the par- 
able began to be apparent, a strained and 
tense hush fell on the assembly. It seemed 
almost as though some stopped breathing. 
More than one head was dropped; more than 
one cheek flushed with the consciousness of 
guilt under the implied indictment. 

“Now,” continued the speaker, “I’ve been 
trying to follow old Joe’s advice. I’ve been 
looking the horse over, and I can find no 
fault in him. Are any of us dissatisfied 
with Mr. Crane personally? Do we not re- 
spect and love him as a fine preacher, an 
excellent pastor, a true Christian gentle— 
man, and a firm friend? Isn’t he just the 
kind of a man that we'd like to 
have for our next pastor? Yes, I see you 
all agree with me. And yet, in spite of all 
this, as Joe says, he isn’t ‘making the pace.’ 
If the trouble isn’t with the horse, it must 
be with the sulky. I’ve been looking that 
over, too. Is Central church letting or help- 
ing its pastor ‘make the pace,’ or is it acting 
as a drag upon him? 

“Last Friday night I dropped into the 
prayer-meeting.” Mr. Barton laughed a lit- 
tle constrainedly, and his face flushed. “Yes, 
I know some of you are thinking that that 
was a strange place for me to be, and it 
was. I don’t know when I’ve been to pray- 
er-meeting before. And yet I used to at- 
tend regularly, as did a good many of the 
rest of you whom I didn’t see the other 
night. Let me make a confession just here. 
Not often in my life has anything cut me 
so deeply as the pastor’s look of surprise 
when I entered the door. Glad, of course he 
was glad to see me, but surprised; that’s 
the point. Think of it, a pastor surprised 
to see a member of his church at a regular 
prayer-meeting of the church! Let that 
sink into your minds a little. How many 
were there? Twenty-seven; about the 
usual number, I_was told. And Central 
church has a membership of about four hun- 
dred. 


“On Sunday I stepped into the Sunday- 
school. I was a stranger there. My old 
class was gone. So was yours, Deacon 
Deane, and yours, Mrs. Thaxter, and yours, 
Jim Bradley, and—well, what’s the use? 
Look in for yourselves, and see the situation. 


' And there was Pastor Crane after a stren- 
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uous morning in the pulpit obliged to take a 
class of men, and thus to forego the privi- 
lege and the possibilities of a school-wide 
supervision, just because there isn’t a man 
of us who is willing to put himself into the 
work! 

“I didn’t go to Sunday-evening service, 
but I peeped in at the door to see who were 
there. Just a handful of Central church 
people—and not many others, for that mat- 
ter. Why should the outside world be ex- 
pected to come if we stay away? Then I 
left the church, and began a round of calls. 
Yes,” as a broadening smile went over the 
meeting, “you understand now why I drop- 
ped in to see some of you for a minute Sun- 
day night. I wanted to see where you were 
and what you were doing. I was looking 
over the sulky, to find out what was the mat- 
ter with it. Most of you were at home, 
enjoying the calm and quiet with your fam- 
ilies. All right and proper enough; only, 
down there on the corner the Central church 
was trying to do business with the greater 
part of its members absent from their posts; 
down there the pastor was trying to ‘make 
the pace’ with the sulky dragging back all 
the time. 

“Pardon this long speech; I’m about 
through. I haven’t a word of blame for the 
church; I’m taking this whole thing to my- 
self. And this is the way I size it up: So 
far as I am concerned there is little reason 
why the pastor or the church should suc- 
ceed in their work. I am putting so little 
into that work that my influence is largely, 
if not entirely, negative. It isn’t that I have 
anything against either church or pastor, 
and I don’t think it is because I have lost my 
love for the Lord and my interest in His 
cause. It is simply because I haven’t really 
stopped to think of my relation and duty. 
I have taken it for granted that everything 
would go on all right no matter what I did 
or did not do. It was pure thoughtlessness, 
but perhaps thoughtlessness is a crime 
against God and His Church. 


“And I wonder whether this isn’t about 
the state of affairs with most of us. With- 
out intending it we have been getting out 
from under the load and letting it come on 
the pastor, and then have wondered why he 
can’t ‘make the pace.’ Would it be any 
different if we had a new pastor? Surely 
not, unless we changed our course. But why 
not change that course with the man we 
know and love, instead of with and for a 
stranger? How would it do for Central 
church to keep the horse, and righten up 
the sulky a little just now?” 

When Mr. Barton sat down, silence 
reigned. There were deep searchings of 
heart in that assembly, and no one cared 
to speak. The parable had done what 
preaching could never have done. Good 
men and women were brought face to face 
with their own responsibility for conditions 
that they sincerely mourned. Good Deacon 
Carter, the chairman, rightly. interpreted 
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community, a college graduate and a lawyer 
of more than local fame. But for once his 
usual ready command of language failed 
him, and he halted and stammered like a 
schoolboy. 

“Mr. Chairman,” he began, “somebody 
ought to say something, but—I—I hardly 
know what to say or how to say it. We 
have had a wonderful revelation this even- 
ing. It has not been pleasant. It will not 
give us sweet dreams to-night. But it is 
true! Joe Dooley is, I verily believe, a 
prophet of the Most High to Central church 
of Ryeboro. The trouble is not with our 
pastor, but with us. Let’s confess it, and 
face our duty like the Christian men and 
women that we believe we are in spite of our 
carelessness and indifference. There is a 
motion before the house to accept the resig- 
nation of Mr. Crane. So confident am I 
that we are all now of the same way of 
thinking that I venture to call for the ques- 
tion.” 

“All those in favor of accepting the resig- 
nation of our pastor say, ‘Ay,’” called the 
chairman. 

Silence unbroken! 

“Those opposed say, ‘No.’ ” 

A mighty shout arose! ‘There could be 
mo questioning of the verdict. 

“Now, Mr. Chairman,” said Mr. Bradley, 
“TI move that the following motion be adopt- 
ed and entered upon the records of this 
church: ‘Resolved, That the Central church 
of Ryeboro declines’: to swap horses, and 
pledges itself herewith to the task of keep- 
ing the sulky in repair so that the proper 
pace may be made.’” 

“You don’t mean just that—” 

“Why, that would sound like a jockey’s—” 

“Of course that won’t do—” 

Wholly regardless of parliamentary con- 
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siderations a hubbub of protest and expostu- 
lation arose. The speaker remained stand- 
ing; and, when the uproar had lessened he 
continued: “I should like to have that mo- 
tion adopted and recorded in just that 
phraseology. It is unusual, unecclesiastical, 
undignified, what you please. But, breth- 
ren and sisters, we are standing in a solemn 
place to-night. We have narrowly escaped 
doing our church and pastor a serious in- 
jury. The means of our deliverance was a 
striking parable. There isn’t one of us who 
could ever see or hear that record upon our 
books without recalling this hour. And to 
those who are not present that singular en- 
try, as it is explained, may become the 
means of enlightenment and stimulation. I 
press my motion for the resolution.” 

And in the end the motion prevailed, and 
that unique entry may to-day be read in the 
full rownd handwriting of the clerk on the 
records of the Central church of Ryeboro. 

“What’s all this I hear ’bout the White 
church an’ Elder Crane?” asked Joe Dooley 
at his next visit to Mr. Barton a few months 
later. “Last time I was here you was goin’ 
to fire him, or let him fire himself, for not 
makin’ th’ pace. Seems you didn’t, an’ that 
he’s runnin’ in great form now. Hain’t 
heard much sence I struck town but th’ 
great doin’s up to th’ church. An,’ Oh, yes, 
what’d young Jim Bradley mean by sayin’ 
that you’d made up your minds to ’tend to 
th’ sulky a leetle more, an’ that I was re- 
sponsible for th’ hull bizness?”’ 

And, as Mr. Barton told him the story, 
the old man listened with intent interest. 
When the recital was finished, he sat for a 
few moments in silence. Then his only com- 
ment was: 

“Wall, I swanny to gum! 
hoss-sense in folks if you c’n only get at it.” 
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The Fulness of Time 


By Rev. Edward Herbruck, D. D. 


“For lo, the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the encircling years 
Comes round the age of gold! 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its final splendors fling, 
And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing.” 


As the Christmas season approaches, | 
am impressed with the fact that the world’s 
greatest day is at hand. Paul refers to this 
event as “the fulness of time.” What is 
meant by this? The student of history can- 
not help but see that from the beginning 
the ages seemed to converge to one point, 
and that since that time the world looks 
back to the day “by prophet bards foretold.” 
But the question may be asked why Jesus 
came just at that particular time. Why 
did He not come in the days when the Lord 
led His people out of Egypt? Why not in 
the days of Solomon, the great king, or 
when Alexander was leading his victorious 
armies over the Eastern world? If the 
Messiah was to save the race, why wait 
with His coming until millions of human 
beings had been slaughtered in war or had 
been ground to death by the enforced labor 
of remorseless tyrants? These are questions 
difficult to answer, and yet we may be sure 
that God had some reason for the delay 


which we cannot understand. We feel quite 
certain that Jesus came at the very best 
time. 

There were certain preparatory stages 
through which the world had to pass before 
the advent of the Messiah. At the time 
when Isaiah looked across the ages and saw 
not only the desolation of empires and on 
the distant horizon the brighter day, Greece 
and Rome had not yet developed as world 
forces and these countries were to take their 
part in preparing for the fulness of time. 
This work of preparation, it should be re- 
membered, came. both from the side of 
heathenism and Judaism. Heathenism, 
while it contributed by its intellectual cult- 
ure to give form and system to the message 
of the gospel and helped to carry it 
throughout the world, did not by any means 
apprehend the truth. We are told that the 
world by wisdom knew not God. The great 
problems of man’s existence and destiny 
were studied, but never solved. The sages 
searched heaven and earth for some light 
that might clear the mystery, but all in 
vain. They were aware of some divine pow- 
er active in all the material universe. In 
the sound of falling waters, the quivering 
of the leaf upon the tree, in the majestic 
march of the stars, they felt the influence 
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of some mysterious force, but they could 
not explain it. There were gods many and 
lords many. Everything was deified. There 
were gods of the sea and rivers, gods of the 
mountains and the forests, gods celestial, 
gods terrestrial, and gods infernal. And yet 
with all these personifications they had not 
found the true God, and there was a void 
in their hearts. 

Rome had its share in this preparation 
for the coming of the King. At the advent 
of the Christ, the empire extended over al- 
most the known world, and this vast empire 
was at peace. There was one scepter, one 
law, and one form of civilization and social 
life. The barriers between the nations had 
been swept away, and there was such free- 
dom and means of intercourse with the most 
distant tribes as had not been known since 
the beginning of the world. From the gold- 
en milestone at Rome well-constructed roads 
extended into all parts of Roman territory. 
Along these messengers of the Cross could 
carry the gospel into the remotest regions. 


The Greeks also had a part in this work 
of preparation. Their language, the sweet- 
est, and most harmonious in the world, and 
scattered throughout the East by the con- 
quests of Alexander, became the vehicle for 
the gospel message. But in spite of their 
great schools of philosophy, the people were 
degenerating and lost faith in their own 
wild speculations. Their religion had run 
its course, and their gods were dead. There 
is a legend that when an Alexandrian vessel 
sailed by one of the islands of the Agean, 
the crew heard a great and mournful wail- 
ing from the shore, and voices crying out, 
Great Pan is dead!” 
Along with the decay of faith in their gods 
came also the decay of the moral life, until 
all the finer qualities of their nature were 
swallowed up in the maelstrom of cruelty, 
licentiousness, and a shameless abandon- 
ment to everything that was vile. Paul in 
his epistle to the Romans gives us a vivid 
picture of life in those times. 

The Jewish race also did its part in pre- 
paring the way for the advent of the Re- 
deemer, and it is with a ray of hope that 
we pass from the polytheistic temples, 
where incense rose to the many false gods, 
into the sanctuary of monotheism. The 
Jews, with their expectation and prophecy 
of the Messiah, did more than they knew in 
preparing the way for the fulness of time 
in which the Christ should be born. They 
had been scattered over the world in the 
dispersion, and wherever they went, they 
remained a separate people, holding fast to 
the doctrine of the unity of God. Their 
Synagogues were the cradle of the Chris- 
tian Church. They also had the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures with its types and proph- 
ecies of the Christ. They taught that God 
hated sin, the need of expiation, repentance, 
pardon, redemption. The hope of a deliver- 
er did not die out, even though they were 
captives in a strange land. Stronger and 
stronger grew this hope as the night grew 
darker, until it had its consummation in the 
Cross. Heathenism and Judaism alike were 
in one sense “the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness,” “Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.” Thus the 
whole world was ready and listened eager- 
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the fulness of time. Jew and Gentile heard 
the song in the sky when the angelic host 
sang, “Peace on earth, good-will to men.” 
God prepared the world for the coming 
of Christ. What are we doing to bring this 
same Christ into the hearts of men? Amid 
the rejoicing of the Christmas season we 
should not forget that there are thousands 
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who know Him not. There are many who 
are neglected and unfortunate. Many who 
are poor and in sorrow. We.can bring to 
them the Christ, by showing to them the 
Christ Spirit. If we do this, we will be 
keeping Christmas as it should be kept. 
Central Theological Seminary, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
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Christmas Chimes 


By Miss Emily J. Byrant, New York City 


The coming of the Christmas-tide carries 
our thoughts to that far country made sa- 
cred by the Master’s footsteps, but this 
present year enshrouded with all the hor- 
rors of war and its corsequent suffering. 
Yet, we pray that the glad song of the 
sweet Christmas angel may reach all lands 
and bring light and blessing to all peoples. 

Before this cruel cataclysm which is blot- 
ting out the civilization of Europe, it was 
our privilege to wander at Christmas time 
through Oriental bazaars filled with all the 
gorgeous beauty and wonders of that inter- 
esting land. 

Not only richest gems of the far-famed 
Orient, beautiful woods exquisitely carved, 
but the most charming dolls, dressed in 
elegant robes of embroidered silk and satin, 
wearing real Oriental pearls set in gold 
and attended by servants who carried sun- 
shades of rich, fluffy feathers, with 
long handles, to protect the lady’s head, or 
kneeling before her with a dainty, feathery 
fan to cool the air while she played on her 
miniature guitar. 

These elegant dolls and toys are not for 
the small child at home, but for the child- 
wives who, although married, are not too 
old to love their childish playthings. Let 
us hope, as well as pray, that the war, as 
cruel as it is, may by its fierce heat burn 
away the barriers, consume the dross and 
ignorance of these Eastern religions and 
open the way for the entrance of the life 
and light of the gospel. 

The Oriental shops at Christmas-tide, 
with their wealth and beauty, have been in 
marked contrast to the want and misery 
outside. Yet, even here we found that the 
people realized their responsibility, even 
though they did not, and do not, possess 
western enlightenment and methods, or the 
larger views of Christianity. Woe and 
want walk the streets because they have no 
organized system of relief, no Christian in- 
stitutions to shelter the homeless, but the 
people kindly drop their gifts into the beg- 
gar’s cup. 

Our American cities of the present day 
make a splendid display of holiday goods 
of rich and beautiful quality. The shops 
are fragrant with the odors of perfumed 
fountains; sweet music charms the visitor 
and drowns coarser sounds; while the eye 
is filled with the beautiful, the curious, and 
artistic brought from all lands, which rival 
the. gorgeous exhibitions of the East. We 
need no longer to visit the Orient, the 
Orient has come to us, not only in the peo- 
ples, but its wonder and curious products. 
Our shops at the present are great exposi- 
tions of art and mechanical genius from all 
parts of the world, and the good-will that 
warms and brightens the faces of those who 


wander through their dreamy labyrinths 
gives promise that Christmas Day will find 
happy hearts. As the Christmas angel 
listens, may he hear no sound of war raging 
on earth, but only the song floating down 
from the courts of heaven echoing in hu- 
man hearts, “Good-will to men.” 

Among the busiest at this season is that 
band of noble women, detachments of which 
we find in every city of our country, who 
labor for the common good of humanity; 
who break down lives of separation and 
trample cold formalities. Women true to 
their womanhood; who shrink from no work 
that will save and uplift mankind; who 
spend their time not in fashion’s temple and 
the opera, but in elevating and purifying 
society and the Church. Such women are 
a growing power in America and a mighty 
proof of woman’s worth. No other land 
could boast such a noble element until the 
necessities of war are showing that noble, 
heroic women rise up in response to the 
call in all lands. “I am glad to return 
home,” said an American gentleman on a 
homeward-bound steamer, “I meet nowhere 
else such intelligent and worthy women as 
in America.” These women sing, “Peace 
on earth, good-will to men,” not only with 
the sweet Christmas chimes, but every day 
of the year carry a soft melody in their 
hearts. 

Noble thoughts, noble words, noble deeds 
make noble life. None are excluded from 
the ranks of the noble save by their own 
choice. There is room for all and the hands 
of all need the help of each to meet the 
demands of the great task of uplifting hu- 
manity. 

While the angelic song, “Peace on earth, 
good-will to men,” fills the skies, may all 
mankind take up the blissful strain till 
heaven and earth shall be filled with the 
same glorious song; until wrath, jealousy, 
bitterness, and envy shall be driven hence; 
until war shall cease and sympathy and 
brotherly-kindness shall flow from heart to 
heart wherever humanity meets humanity— 
Peace, good-will to all. 
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
BY LETHA PEARL MCGUIRE 


The stars were shining. The shepherds 
were quietly watching the sheep on the hill- 
side. There seemed to be a gentle hush 
over all. Suddenly there appeared in the 
sky a star much brighter than any of the 
others, giving a beautiful, luminous light. 
It seemed as if the earth was bathed with 
the spirit of love. The shepherds fell on 
their knees and worshiped God. 

Wise men in the east saw the star and 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He 
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that is born King of the Jews? We saw 
His star in the east and are come to wor- 
ship Him.” 

When Herod, the king, heard this he was 
troubled and called together -the chief 
priests and scribes and inquired of them 
where the Christ should be born. They 
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea: for 
thus it has been written through the 
prophet, 

“‘And thou, Bethlehem, land of Judah. 
Art in no wise least among the princes of 

Judah: 
For out of thee shall come forth a governor, 
Who shall be shepherd of my people 
Israel.’ ” 

Herod inquired of the wise men what time 
the star appeared and sent them to Bethle- 
hem to search for the Child, saying, “When 
you find Him, come and tell me, that I may 
go and worship Him.” 

The wise men departed; and, lo, the star, 
they saw before, appeared again in the east. 
It seemed to be calling them. It went be- 
fore them, guiding until they came to Beth- 
lehem. There it rested over the house in 
which was the child. They were filled with 
joy. Entering the house, they found the 
young Child with Mary, His mother. The 
Child was very beautiful and a halo of won- 
drous light surrounded Him. As Mary, His 
mother, bent over and looked upon Him, 
a great, tender light shone in her face. 

The wise men knew that this was the 
Christ and they fell down and worshiped 
Him. Opening their treasures, they offered 
to Him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. Great peace and joy were in their 
hearts. 

God warned them in a dream not to re- 
turn to Herod. They departed into their 
own country by another way, telling all 
whom they saw of the Christ Child. 


Trowbridge Hall, Defiance, O. 
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THE STAR 
BY EMILY J. BRYANT 


I see a star, a wondrous star, 

Its glory is shining afar, 

Over the world so dark and wide 
It sends a joyous Christmas-tide, 
Ne’er shall cease its golden ray— 
Christ was born on Christmas Day. 


We praise Him, praise Him for His light, 
Which drives away our darkest night: 
We praise Him, praise Him for His love,— 
Jesus came down from heaven above. 
Angels sing the wondrous lay, 
Christ was born on Christmas Day. 


3% 3% 

“When we have nothing else that we can 
do for the good of mankind, and are so 
poor that we have nothing else.that we can 
give, we can always and everywhere give 
kindness. Kindly sympathy in another’s in- 
terests, kindly judgment of his efforts, hon- 
est pity for his mistakes and failures, sin- 
cere pleasure in his successes—these are 
always in our power if we are not too self- 
engrossed to bestow them, and these more 
than anything else supply the days with a 
sunny atmosphere.” 

2 & 

Never bear more than one trouble at a 
time. Some people bear three—all they 
have had, all they have now, and all they 
expect to have-—Edward Everett Hale. 



































































1614 (14) 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The Story of a Christmas Song * 


By Carl Theodore Wettstein, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


It is a stormy, rainy day in the fall; the 
wind rages at the windows; the leaves are 
falling from the trees, and for many days 
the sun has hidden his face behind the 
clouds, thus depriving men, animals, and 
vegetation of the sunshine so necessary for 
all of them. 

In a small, plainly furnished room sits a 
young man sunk in deep reveries. The 
lamp on the table throws a dim light on a 
pale, intelligent face, but which is full of 
sorrow and despair. Off and on he buries 
his head in his hands on the table and sighs 
deeply. 

It is Franz Gruber, teacher and organist 
at Arnsdorf, in Salzburg, Germany. As 
the summer has disappeared, and the fall, 
with its usual accompaniment of wind and 
rain, has taken its place, so the sunshine has 
fled from the heart of this young man, and 
worry, sorrow, and despair have entered, 
leaving their traces visible on the pale but 
handsome features of the young organist. 

Franz Gruber’s beautiful young wife is 
dangerously sick. Five years they have 
been married—five years full of love and 
happiness. All at once she is taken ill, and 
the young man sits there all alone, sunk in 
deep, melancholy reveries, his heart full of 
sad forebodings. 

All at once he is aroused from his medi- 
tations; the door is thrown open, and Joseph 
Mohr, his fatherly friend and priest at 
Oberdorf, rushes into the room, and, with 
smiles on his face and cheerfulness in his 
voice, he slaps the young organist on the 
shoulder and cries out: “Good evening, 
Franz! See what I have here! He draws 
a paper from his pocket and continues: 
“You will be surprised at what it is, Franz. 
It’s a poem, yes!—A poem, a song which I 
have just completed—a Christmas song we 
shall sing for the first time on Christmas 
morning in our church. Oh, it is beautiful, 
I assure you; I can feel it; and I want you 
to compose the music for it. I know you 
can do it; you will find the right melody, 
one that touches the heart of every one.” 

But Franz Gruber looked up at his friend 
and shook his head. Mechanically he took 
the paper and laid it on the table without 
looking at it. 

“No, Joseph,” he said, with trembling 
voice, “I cannot.do it; not a note would 
come from my soul, or if any should come 
they would be nothing but discords or tones 
of sorrow and pain.” 

Then Joseph Mohr, who, in his enthusi- 
asm and happiness over his poem, had not 
noticed the pale and sorrowful face of his 
young friend, started and cried out in be- 
wilderment: “For God’s sake, Franz, what’s 
the matter with you? What has happened?” 

Then Gruber opened his heart to his ven- 
-erable friend and told all about his troubles. 


* * * * * 


Then came days full of anxiety and de- 
spair. There was no improvement, no hope. 
"The angel of death was approaching rapidly. 


* * * * * 


Again the storm rages at the windows. 
The leaves have all fallen from the trees, 
-and nothing is left but bare, dry branches. 





Instead of rain, snow now covers the earth; 
and when, in December, the Christmas angel 
came on his annual tour, leaving his Christ- 
mas spirit in every home, in every heart— 
the spirit of love and happiness—then Franz 
Gruber stood, crushed and in despair, by the 
lifeless body of his dearly beloved wife, 
looking down with broken heart upon a 
beautiful little girl of about four years that 
knelt at the bed of her mother, sobbing bit- 
terly, as if her little heart would break. 
* * * * * 

It is the evening before Christmas— 
“Heiliger Abend” (Holy Eve), as the Ger- 
mans say. Franz Gruber again sits alone in 
his room. It will be the first Christmas 
without his dear wife since their marriage. 
He cannot forget his heavy loss. Again he 
sits there in sad reveries; no relieving tears 
come to alleviate the intense pain that still 
fills his heart. The comforting words of 
his venerable friend are not able to arouse 
him from his melancholy. Even his best 
and truest friend—music, the comforter of 
the soul—is not able to bring relief. When- 
ever he touches the keys of the little organ 
it brings out mournful melodies, and he has 
not been able to compose a single new song. 

od * * > o* 

All at once the church bells of the town 
ring out in jubilant tones, reminding the 
people to come to church in order to cele- 
brate that one “Holy Night” when the child 
was born whose name to-day, after nineteen 
hundred years, is on the lips and in the 
hearts of millions of people in every part of 
the world. Then, after church, the Christ- 
mas tree is lighted and “Christkindchen”+ 
comes into every home, to rich and poor— 
not in body, but in the spirit—the real 
Christmas spirit, not a Santa Claus spirit, 
which, I am very sorry to say, is replacing 
the Christian spirit in many American fam- 
ilies—and fills all hearts, young and old, 
with love and happiness. 

But the Christmas chimes made no im- 
pression on Franz Gruber. There is peace, 
heavenly peace, and joy and happiness all 
around him, but no beam of this Christmas 
spirit finds its way into the heart of our 
poor, suffering friend, who sits there again 
all alone in his little room, thinking of his 
great loss, and recalling the happy years he 
has lived in company with his beloved wife. 

Suddenly the door of the next room is 
thrown open, and, surrounded by the luster 
of many glittering candles on a large 
Christmas tree, a. little white angel comes 
running in; she jumps upon her father’s 
lap, throws her little arms around his neck, 
and covers his face with kisses from her 
sweet rosy lips, and between tears and 
laughter cries out: “Merry, Merry Christ- 
mas, dear papa! Oh, now you must come 
and see our Christmas tree and all the nice 
things ‘Kristkindchen’ (Kriskindel) has 
brought for you and me.” 

Some of Gruber’s friends, under the lead- 
ership of Joseph Mohr, had arranged this 
surprise without Franz Gruber having the 





* From a poem by an unknown German author. 

+ Christkindchen—Christchild or ‘“Kriskindel,” as 
some ericans say, certainly a more appropriate 
name for the hero of the day we celebrate than 
Santa Claus, a myth, a heathen gnome, a nothingness. 
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least suspicion that such a Christmas festi- 
val was awaiting him. 

Then the ice broke away from the young 
man’s soul, the gates to his heart were 
opened, melancholy and despair vanished, 
and heavenly peace took their place. Tears, 
refreshing tears, at last came in streams 
from his eyes, bringing relief to the soul 
of this poor, troubled young man. He 
clasped his dear little angel in his arms, 
pressed her to his heart, covered her sweet 
face with kisses, and together they went in- 
to the next room, where Joseph Mohr and a 
few intimate friends greeted the young man 
affectionately. 

Then his eyes fell on a little stable in the 
corner of the room, with Mary and Joseph 
and the Christ-child in a manger, the shep- 
herds standing at the entrance, and a trans- 
parent above the stable with that wonder- 
ful, heavenly message of the angels: 

Glory to God in the highest, peace on 
earth and good-will to men. 

Now Franz Gruber’s soul filled with 
heavenly harmonies, and beautiful melodies 
fluctuated through his heart, inspired by his 
genius. He saw the poem Joseph Mohr had 
brought him some time ago; he read it, sat 
down at the organ, touched the keys; and, as 
if he wanted to regain in melodies what he 
had neglected in all these sad days and 
weeks, the tones rushed and roared through 
the house, thus relieving his burdened soul 
from all gloomy thoughts. 

Then he fell into soft, beautiful fantasies, 
and then and there the melody of that beau- 
tiful song which Joseph Mohr had brought 
him was born—a song and a melody which 
to-day, after a hundred years, is sung and 
played more than it ever was. It is that 
beautiful, that wonderful melody which is 
sung all over the world where the German 
tongue is spoken. It is the first song the 
child is taught by his mother, and it is the 
song that brings tears into the eyes of the 
aged when they hear this wonderful melody 
which reminds them of their childhood days 
when sitting in the twilight around the fire 
with mother listening to her stories of the 
Wise Men of the Orient, the shepherds in 
the field, the song of the angels, the Christ- 
child at Bethlehem, and of the singing of 
this and other Christmas carols. They will 
never forget the happiness connected with 
it, even if they should be a hundred years 
old. / 

Often this song has touched the inner- 
most soul of the wayward and criminal 
when he heard it sung or played at Christ- 
mas time; it made him stop on the road to 
ruin, and, like the prodigal son in the Bible, 
he retraced his steps from the evil ways 
and threw himself at the feet of his heav- 
enly Father, where he found forgiveness 
and heavenly peace for his soul. 

And this is the song: 

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht! 
Alles schlaeft! Einsam Nacht 
Nur das heilige Elternpaar, 
Das im Stalle zu Bethlehem war, 
Bei dem himmlischen Kind, 

Bei dem himmlischen Kind, etc. 

Which, as it was translated into English, 
is’ something like this: 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
*Round yon’ virgin mother. and child. 
Holy infant, so. tender and mild! 


Sleep in heavenly peace! 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 
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The Divine Names 
By Rev. J. U. Newman, D. D., Elon College, N. C. . 


To prevent confusion in thought as this 
study in the Psalter proceeds, which an 
unintentional interchange in divine names 
in a recent article may cause, I repeat in 
part an explanation given when the series 
began. 

In Hebrew Scriptures eleven different 
words are used for God, including two 
plural forms. These are plurals of majesty 
and excellence, implying that the idea is too 
large to be conveyed by the singular form. 
God (El) is power and might, God (Elohim, 
plural) is that same power in action, re- 
vealing itself in man, or manifesting itself 
in nature. 

These words group themselves in threes, 
each related to God and man. In relation 
to God: God (El) is power; God (Eloah) 
is eternal power; God (Elohim) creative 
and administrative power. In relation to 
man: God (El) is the source of our 
strength; God (Eloah) that strength as the 
object of our wonder and admiration; God 
(Elohim) the same power as our Creator. 

The same principle obtains in the use of 
the word Lord. Lord (Adon) ruler; Lord 
Adonim (plural) owner; Lord (Adonai) the 
one who rules and to whom we belong has 
entered into covenant relation with us as 
His chosen ones. (Ex. 19: 5-8) 

The Most High (Elyon) represents His 
sublime being as high above all gods, Jeho- 
vah (Yahweh) the I Am (Ex. 3:13, 14), 
the everlasting one, the covenant God of 
Israel. 


The Almighty (Shaddai) the all-bounti- 
ful one. Collectively they reveal God to us 
as supreme, unchangeable, exhaustless, in 
the resources of His grace and power. 

To the reverent student, these divine 
names yield an increasing richness, fulness, 
and beauty, until he loses himself in won- 
dering rapture at the unfolding revelation 
of God’s character and purposes. 


In each Psalm usually there is found 
from one to three of these words: God, 
Lord, Jehovah. In some as many as fifteen 
to twenty-six times. A detailed study 
would not interest, yet some of the more 
essential and apparent distinctions may be 
helpful. To this end, in ‘the Revised Ver- 
sion El and its derivities, expressive of the 
power, might, and strength of God, are al- 
ways translated God. Jehovah (Yahweh) 
God in His covenant relation to us, from a 
word meaning to become, implying the Be- 
coming One—Becoming to His people what- 
ever in His rich favor He pleases, in order 
to meet their needs and at last becoming 
man (Rotherdam). Lord (Adonai) that 
His rule over us is absolute, supreme, and 
benevolent. 

As used in the Psalms Jehovah is our 
helper, and therefore to be approached and 
adored. God is a mighty worker in nature 
and grace, and, hence to be feared and wor- 
shiped. The Lord is our King, and there- 
fore to be obeyed. Observing the use of 
these three names in reading the Psalms 
will add much to the beauty and power of 
the truth revealed. 

Each of the five books of the Psalter is 
grouped around one of the essential ideas 
in the divine name, occurring from one to 


twenty-six times. Lord and Jehovah being 
essentially the same idea in Jewish usage.* 
Jehovah and God are the major and minor 
keys of each book, according as the author is 
thinking of the divine wonder-worker or 
the divine helper and shepherd. As the 
study advances we shall find that through 
the Psalms—through each book and through 
each Psalm the divine hand is touching the 
major and minor keys of the soul. Two 
ideas are ever present with this plan and 
interplay—the melody of a soul touched by 
the Spirit of God. Each doxology at the end 
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of the book contains the divine name which 
is the major note in that book. Also a word 
blessed or praise, calling on us to adore this 
divine being and another phrase telling us 
how long this adoration is to continue. The 
one hundred and fiftieth Psalm is a dox- 
ology to the whole Psalter and is the exult- 
ing climax of perfected praise to which the 
movement of the Psalter has been tending, 
“until everything that hath breath is prais- 
ing Him in His sanctuary . . . in the firma- 
ment of His power,” upon all kinds of in- 
struments, “for His mighty acts” and “for 
His excellent greatness.” (150) 


*One hundred thirty-four times in Hebrew manu- 
scripts instead of word Jehovah [Yahweh]. 
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Who Is Right After All? 


Epitok HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY :—In 
two issues of this paper General Funston 
is severely criticised for his stand concern- 
ing the admission of evangelists to camps of 
United States troops, to preach the gospel. 
It appears to this old soldier that there is 
a view-point from ‘which the D. D.’s, LL. 
D.’s, editors, et cetera, have not looked at 
the matter. 

General Funston and every soldier on the 
border has, with uplifted hand, taken a 
solemn oath before Almighty God to defend 
the Constitution of the United States, the 
State, be governed by the rules and articles 
of war, and obey all officers placed in com- 
mand of them. This is an obligation to 
capture by force, mutilate, or kill all en- 
emies of their country and its flag, if neces- 
sary. The general and the officers in charge 
of the soldiers are responsible to the govern- 
ment for the equipment, discipline, and 
moral condition of the army, and its prepar- 
edness for the killing business. 

Now, if the general were to admit a num- 
ber of evangelists into camp to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and they should suc- 
ceed in converting the men and bringing 
them into the Christ life, what would be the 
effect on the army as a fighting machine? 
Would not soldiers, born of the Spirit, re- 
generated, and made new creatures in 
Christ Jesus, realize that they could not 
serve two masters, and that they would 
have to reject Christ and live up to their 
obligation to the government, or refuse to 
obey the officers of the government when 
commanded to kill in defense thereof, there- 
by making themselves liable to be court- 
martialed and shot? 

It appears to me that this is a serious 
situation, that demands prayerful consider- 
ation, as well as just criticism. Many of 
our evangelical denominations seem to be- 
lieve that a man may become a unit in an 
organization, fighting and killing men (in 
violation of God’s law) and at the same 
time maintain a Christian character. Can 
this be so? 

Many young men enter the army from 
Christian homes, and preserve their moral- 
ity in a large degree, and some, remember- 
ing the home altar and father’s and moth- 


er’s prayers, have thrown themselves upon. 


the mercy of the Lord, but so long as they 
are in the service, they are oath-bound to 
fall away from the teachings of Jesus 


Christ, should it become necessary, in obe- 
dience to commands to enter the field of 
carnage and fight to kill and to conquer the 
enemy. If all the ability, energy, and zeal 
of all editors of religious papers, all the 
ministers and laymen of all evangelical de- 
nominations were concentrated in one 
mighty Christian effort to establish meth- 
ods and enact statutes providing for the 
settlement, peacefully, of all troubles be- 
tween men and nations, in harmony with 
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the necessity 
for armies and great navies would soon pass 
away, and the blessings of the light and 
liberty of the gospel of peace become ap- 
parent to all people. 

Let the ministers who have been denied 
admission to the army on the border, not 
be discouraged, for the fields, outside, are 
already white unto the harvest, and souls 
are perishing because of the lack of a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. “Let your light so shine that others, 
seeing your good works, may glorify the 
Heavenly Father by accepting His Son, Je- 
sus Christ, as their Savior.” 

Your old soldier friend, 
JESSIE E. JONES. 

New Madison, Ohio, 

Dec. 12, 1916. 
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JUST A SMILE 


Just to smile a little while, 

And hold the hand-clasp tighter: 
Just to think with every mile 

The sky is growing brighter. 
Just to feel the world is true, 

And choke the sobs back faster: 
Just to know that you—just you— 
. Are meant to serve the Master. 
Just to hope and trust and love, 

And help the man beside you: 
Just to look for strength above, 

Where God awaits to guide you. 


—Clara Shipman. 
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Good dressing, quiet ways, low tones of 
voice, lips that can wait and eyes that do 
not wander; shyness of personalities ex- 
cept in intimate communications; to be light 
in hand in conversation; to have ideas, but 
to be able to talk without them, to belong 
to the company you are in and not to your- 
self; I should say that this was a fair cap- 
ital of manners to begin with.—Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes. 
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Defiance College—Some of Its Leaders 


AN EVENTFUL CAREER 

Although the once familiar form of the 
Grand Old Man, Dr. Weston, is no longer 
seen at chapel, in the class room, or upon the 
campus, the influence of his unique person- 
ality continues to be a potent factor in the 
life of Defiance College. It would be 
strange indeed if this were otherwise. A 
life so long, and broad, and deep, and full, 
and withal so rich and sweet could not cease, 
even on earth, when the body was laid away. 

A glance at his eventful career shows that 
it has been given to few lives to render so 
large a measure of Christian service. Born 
on a farm in the State of Maine in 1821, 
he united with the Christian Church at 

a 
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fourteen, and was formally licensed as a 
minister of the gospel at twenty-two. From 
1846 to 1852 Dr. Weston was office editor 
of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. He 
was vice-president of the Convention which 
met in 1850 and determined the founding 
of Antioch College. Two years later he be- 
came a member of the first class of that in- 
stitution. Upon his graduation in 1857 Dr. 
Weston became a member of the faculty of 
Antioch College, holding this position twen- 
ty-four years. In 1881 he was made presi- 
dent of the Christian Biblical Institute, and 
he remained in that office until his death in 
1912, more than thirty years later. Of the 
ninety-one years of his life, seventy-seven 
were given to active church membership, 
sixty-nine to the ministry, fifty-five to 
teaching, and thirty to the presidency of the 
Christian Biblical Institute. 


Believing that with the hearty coopera- 
tion of Defiance College, his ideal of full 


ministerial education could be realized, Dr. 
Weston was instrumental in the removal of 
the Christian Biblical Institute to Defiance, 
and was one of the most generous contrib- 
utors to its new building, Weston Hall, and 
to its endowment fund, giving in all more 
than $15,000. 


The Weston-McReynolds Professorship of 
History, Political Science and Sociology was 
established as the result of a contribution 
of approximately $10,000 made to this chair 
by the late Dr. John B. Weston and $26,000 
by President McReynolds, his brother, T. C. 
McReynolds, and other members of his fam- 
ily. The beautiful, unselfish Christian life 


of Dr. Weston, his intense interest in the 
co 





r 
Weston Hall—Defiance College 


larger life of Defiance College, and his 
friendship for President McReynolds, made 
him desire to do this as one of the crowning 
acts of his life. The creation of this pro- 
fessorship and the growth of the various 
departments were to him a constant source 
of happiness. 
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L. M. METLEN IS NEW PROFESSOR 





Graduate of Prussian, Amsterdam, and Chi- 
cago Universities. Takes Charge 
of Modern Language 

Coming here directly from Chicago Uni- 
versity, where next week he takes the de- 
gree of Master of Arts, L. M. Metlen now 
assumes charge of the chair of modern lan- 
guage, and will offer courses which thus far 
this year have been given by Miss Elizabeth 
F. Wells and Miss Mary B. French. 

Professor Metlen is a man mature in 
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scholarship and experience, and greatly 
strengthens the Defiance faculty. 

Miss Wells henceforth devotes her entire 
time to the executive offices, where her long 
experience with the routine work of the 
college has made her services almost indis- 
pensable. 


Professor Metlen last taught in Starkey 
Seminary, Lakemont, N. Y., under Dr. Mar- 
tyn Summerbell, vice-president of Defiance, 
and comes here highly recommended by Dr. 
Summerbell himself. He has taught in this 
country altogether about five years, having 
been in Paris for study nearly a year since 
he first came to the United States in 1909. 


At St. Michael’s College in Prussia, Pro- 
fessor Metlen received his secondary and 
part of his college education. He attended 
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that institution from 1889 to 1900. He then 
went to Holland, and took a three years’ 
course in German literature and Philology 
in the University of Amsterdam. In 1905 
he obtained the state diploma for higher 
education in Holland. After that he was en- 
gaged in teaching in Amsterdam until 1909, 
when he first came to America. 


ATTENDED SORBONNE LECTURES 


During the summer of 1913, Professor 
Metlen attended the University of Chicago, 
and in 1914 he returned to Paris, where he 
heard lectures at the Sorbonne for about 
half a year. 4 

After being back in this country a year 
Professor Metlen studied in the University 
of Chicago again during the summer and 
fall quarters of this year, and receives the 
Master of Arts degree at the December 
convocation. He left Chicago for Defiance 


immediately on completing the examination 
for the Master’s degree. 
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TRAINING FOR RELIGIOUS WORK 
(College Preparation) 
(Number Two) 


There can be no doubt that the Bible form 
of life preparation is emphatically the right 


one. Mr. Marion Lawrance, you know, 
says there are two forms of salvation, Bible 
salvation and “salvage” salvation. One 


consists in standing at the head of the river 
and keeping the children from jumping in; 
the other kind stands at the mouth or 
along the banks of the river, and attempts 
to drag out the wrecks as they go floating 
down stream. 

The “Bible salvation” obeys the command 
to “train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” This is emphatically the work 
of the Sunday-school. Our revival services, 
necessary as they are, are designed only 
for a form of “salvage” salvation. Our 
young people should be trained in the way 
they should go, and when we do that, we 
shall have also trained workers, doing the 
King’s business in the best possible way. 
How necessary it is, then, that the pastors 
be prepared to give to this branch of the 
work intelligent and careful supervision. 
I firmly believe that if the Sunday-school 
were doing its very possible 
BEST our protracted meetings, 
as we have them now, would be 
almost a thing of the past, or at 
least would be conducted along 
very different lines. 

Our young people are coming 
out of college enthusiastic advo- 
cates of Christian Endeavor, 
but not so many of them are 
coming out with any real under- 
standing of, or luve for, the 
Sunday-school. Undoubtedly the 
causes for this are deep and far- 
reaching, and not easily to be 
changed in a day. The Chris- 
tian Endeavor is apt to be al- 
most a college institution, while 
the local Sunday-school feels 
that the college students should 
gather and worship with them. 
Our young ministerial students 
are away on Sunday preaching, 
and have little or no time for 
the Sunday-school, so that they 
come out of the college almost 
unaware of this great field of 
work and its tremendous appeal. 

What is needed, most vitally, 
in every Christian college, is a 
chair of religious pedagogy. Un- 
til this can be secured, the 
teachers and presidents, already 
overworked, in many cases, are 
attempting to solve the need as 
they see it. I do not know (and 
I would like to do so) how many 
of our colleges are now making 
a real effort to fill this need, and 
to give their pupils a vision of 
the church life as a whole. 

The need of this work was presented at 
the Eastern Virginia Conference some short 
time ago, and President Harper of Elon, 
who was present, stated that he was already 
offering to his pupils an elective course 
along much the same lines as the Sunday- 
school Committee had asked. 
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Dr. Harper stated that he had mapped 
out a course of study for this year on “The 
Church in the Modern World,” and some 
twenty-five or thirty students had elected it, 
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among them a number of ministerial stu- 
dents. 
The following are the books to be used: 


“The Sunday-school Organized for Serv- 
ice.”—Lawrance. 

“The Church School.”—Athearn. 

“Manual of Training in Worship.”— 
Hartshorn. 
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“Graded Social Service for the Sunday- 
school.” —Hutchins. 

“The Church Building and Its Equip- 
-ment.”—Evans. 

“Efficiency Points.”—Doughty. 

“The Why and How of Foreign Mis- 
sions.”—Brown. 

“Missions and Leadership.”— White. 
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“Christianity and the Nations.”—\Speer. 

“Church Finances.”—Agor. 

“The Christian Church and Service.”— 
McFarland. 

“A Modern Church Program.”—McGar- 


rah. 
“Making Good in the Local. Church.”— 
lliott. 
“The Efficiency Layman.”—Cope. 
“The Working Church.”—Thwing. 


Can any one doubt that after a year of 
such study the young people who have chos- 
en it will come out armed at every point 
for the work before them? What a splen- 
did view-point of the work as a whole, they 
will have. No longer will they see the tem- 
ple as a series of courts, some for the Gen- 
tiles, some for the women, some for the 
men, and some for the priests. But they 
will look on all of it as “the House of the 
Lord,” and will ardently desire that in ev- 
ery part of it, it may be a “house of pray- 
er” and of spiritual communion and near- 
ness to the God whose name it bears. 


Are other colleges doing things of this 
kind? If so, will they not gladden us by 
telling of it? Surely every step forward on 
the part of “our” colleges, gladdens “our” 
hearts! For if they belong to us, equally 
we belong to them, and if we make them 
what they are, so do they, in a wonderful 
measure, make us what we are. 

Mrs. FRED BULLOCK. 
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A HIGH TRIBUTE TO THE 
DENOMINATIONAL 
COLLEGE 
The denominational college is 
a wonder in this day of light. 
Notwithstanding it has so little 
money with which to do its 
work, it nevertheless does it in 
a most gratifying and encour- 
aging way. One would natural- 
ly think, since the denomina- 
tional college has_ so little 
money, while the big state in- 
stitutions have so much, that 
the denominational college would 
be just about a complete fail- 
ure. It is not so, however, for 
when it comes to the real work 
of making men, of building 
character and developing the in- 
tellect, the denominational col- 
lege does the work while the big 
state institutions waste so much 
of their time and strength hav- 
ing a good time, in athletics, etc. 
The late James J. Hill, the 
man who was so well known as 
the head of the Great Northern 
Railway system, as well as a 
man of unusual business ability, 
is quoted as having said some- 
time before his death, a few 

months ago, this: 


There is something about a 
denominational college that al- 
ways appeals to me. It is a 
character-builder. I believe in 
keeping the boy in the religious 
paths of his ancestors. Too 
many young people are sent to the 
non-sectarian school. No one _ is - able 
to guide them, and they gather a great 
many ideas that lead them astray. In the 
denominational college they stay by the old 
precepts, and the foundations which were 
laid in the home are builded upon to the 
great benefit of the student. 
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER 
Sunday, December 31, 1916, to Saturday, January 6, 1917 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1916—Texts for 
Sermons and Addresses—“Another Year’s 
Respite” (Luke 18: 8, 9) ; “Christ, the Head 
of the Church” (Eph. 1:22, 23); “The 
Triumph of Faithfulness in National Life” 
(Hab. 2: 4); “The Only ‘Ifs’ ” (John 12: 31, 
82); “The God of Our Fathers” (1 Chron. 
28:9); “The Constraint of Christ’s Love” 
(2 Cor. 5:14). 





Monpay, JANUARY 1, 1917—Thanksgiving 
and Humiliation—‘Thanksgiving”’—For the 
witness of the living Church and of the 
Holy Scriptures. For the two eternal facts: 
“He hath made Him to be sin for us Who 
knew no sin.” “He. ..liveth, and was dead.” 
For the spirit of sacrifice that has been 
purging human life. For the deepening of 
spiritual thought and life within the 
Church. “Humiliation”—For our failure to 
live in “the communion of the Holy Spirit.” 
For the worldliness and the spirit of com- 
promise in the Church. For the desecration 
of the Lord’s Day, the neglect of the Sanc- 
tuary, the contempt of God’s Word, and the 
decay of Family piety. “Scripture Read- 
ings:”—Psalm 103: 1-5; Romans 8: 31-39; 
Psalm 61; Revelation 3: 14-32. 





TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1917—The Church 
Universal—The “One Body” of Which 
Christ is the Head—‘Penitence”—For the 
failure of the Church to bear such faithful 
and united witness as would make its in- 
fluence more deeply felt among professedly 
Christian nations. ‘“Prayer’—For such a 
realization of the presence and power of 
the Holy Spirit as may lead to revival. For 
the purification of the Church in every com- 
munity throughout the world. For the 
growth of a spirit of unity amid diversity 
of operations. For the love that embraces 
all mankind. “Scripture Readings:”—Isaiah 
54: 2-5; John 20: 19-23; Acts 2: 1-4; 1 Cor. 
12: 4-7. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1917—Nations 
and Their Rulers—“Prayer’—F or the world- 
wide recognition of the supreme law of love. 
For the development of brotherhood among 
the nations. That the growing spirit of 
nationalism may be guided by Christian 
ideals. That righteousness, mutual consid- 
eration, and forbearance may prevail, and 
lasting peace be established. That men of 
integrity, full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, may rule the nations. “Scripture 
Readings:”—Psalm 24; Psalm 101; 1 Tim- 
othy 2: 1-8; 1 Peter 2: 13-25. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1917—Missions 
Among the Heathen—“Prayer’—That the 
Church may give the gospel in its fulness to 
the human race. That evangelical doctrine 
may not be surrendered by missionaries in 
order to compromise with false teaching and 
systems. That a tactful, faithful, and fear- 
less presentation of Christ may be made to 
Moslems. That wisdom may be given in 
dealing with mass movements in India, 
racial problems in Africa, and tendencies 
toward materialism in China and Japan. 


“Scripture Readings:’—Psalm 2; Luke 


4: 40-44; Romans 16: 25-27. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 1917—Families, 
Schools, Colleges, and the Young—‘“Prayer”’ 
—That family altars may be multiplied, 
and parents be influenced to pray with their 
children as well as for them. That true 
religion may have first place in all educa- 
tion. That teachers may be able to instruct 
with knowledge, moral force, and spiritual 
power. That young people may be led to 
Christ and experience “the joy of “salva- 
tion” through full consecration. That the 
movement in colleges and schools may be 
further widened and deepened. “Scripture 
Readings:”—1 Kings 3: 5-15; 2 Timothy 
3: 14-17; Matthew 19: 13-15. 





SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1917—Missions at 
the Home Base—“Prayer’”—That Christians 
may no longer remain unconcerned while 
sin is working death among their neighbors. 
That an “atmosphere” may be created that 
will make men ashamed of intemperance 
and lust, of gambling and selfishness, of 
luxury and pride. That ministers and all 
workers may be more intent on individual 
conversion. That Christians may remem- 
ber their debt to the Jews, and for Christ’s 


sake seek to help them into the Light. 


“Scripture Readings:”—Psalm 2; Luke 


10: 25-837; Romans 11: 13-24. 
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JESUS SATISFIES 


There’s not a craving of the mind — 
Which Jesus cannot fill; 

There’s not a pleasure I would seek 
Aside from His dear will. 

From hour to hour He fills my soul 
With peace and perfect love; 

While rich supplies for ev’ry need 
He sendeth from above. 


The joys which this vain world bestows; 
Have lost their charms for me; 
Once I enjoyed its trifles, too, 
But Jesus set me free. 
Its joys will perish in a day, 
Its pleasures quickly fly; 
Its mirth like mist will pass away, 
And all its honors die. 


He stilled the angry tempest’s power, 
Which raged within my heart; 

And bade each sinful passion there, 
To speedily depart. 

Yes, Jesus is my all in all, 
He satisfies my soul, 

For me He died on Calvary. 


Yes, Jesus is my Savior dear, 
My Rock, my Strength, my Song; . 
My Wisdom and my Refuge Safe, 
To Jesus I belong. 
He is my Advocate with God, 
My Way, my Life, my Light, 
My Great Physician and my Friend, 
My Guide by day and night. 
—Selected. 
2 & 
WHAT KIND OF PICTURES?—WHAT 
KIND OF BOOKS? 
I remember once, when a child, of my 
parents taking me with them to visit my 
aunt. When returning home I became so 


cold we stopped at the home of an old lady 
I shall never forget that home, 


to warm. 
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the walls were filled with pictures of wars, 
and wild animals. There were men killing 
one another, animals killing and devouring 
men! Would these pictures ever be for- 
gotten by a child? I think not. So our 
homes should be decorated with pictures 
of flowers, birds, and such sceneries that 
will impress our children and our neighbors’ 
children with good and beautiful thoughts. 

Our libraries should not be filled up with 
dime novels of all kinds, stories of rob- 
beries and murders, but books of an in- 
spiring nature. 

How must we know what kinds of books 
to get? Just simply get our minds filled 
with the only Book, the one great Book, 
God’s Word, then we would not be liable 
to walk over to the bookstore and buy some 
silly novel, or to the library and pick out 
some book that will fill our minds with 
something else besides that which our Mas- 
ter taught. Therefore, good books and 
beautiful, cheerful pictures help make up 
a cheerful and a good home. 

Mrs. J. M. 
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OLD TESTAMENT WITNESS TO 
CHRIST 


BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Many years ago, a Christian worker in 
Cairo, Egypt, named Lauria, related the 
following incident from his experience, 
which was published in the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist magazine, of England, showing how 
Jews, who are not acquainted with the eva- 
sions and sophistry of the rabbis concern- 
ing the Old Testament references to the 
Messiah, can see the truth of Christianity 
plainly recorded in their Scriptures: 


A Jew from Asia Minor, not ignorant in 
Talmudical lore, came here on some busi- 
ness and called on me to buy a Bible. After 
paying for it, he said that he hoped that 
it contained nothing about Jesus of Naz- 
areth. I answered that he would find Him 
mentioned by almost every prophet. Hear- 
ing this, he at once asked me to return him 
his money, but I said he must first see some 
of those passages I referred to, and then, 
if he objected to them, I would return him 
his money. I showed him Isaiah 53 and 
Zechariah 12 and 13; and after reading 
these chapters twice, he became a little 
angry, said he wondered how the Jews dare 
buy these books, and insisted on my receiv- 
ing back the Bible. I assured him that this 
Bible was a faithful copy of theirs; but he 
said that he was not to be fooled, for, had 
it been as I asserted, all the Jews would 
have become Christians. As I had no.Bible 
printed by Jews, all arguments proved use- 
less, and as soon as he had received his 
money back, off he went cursing the Jews 
who buy these Bibles. He then called on 
the chief rabbi, complaining, as I was as- 
sured by Jews who were present, of the 
rabbi’s permitting the Jews to buy these 
Bibles, in which, he said, is inserted a part 
of the New Testament. He then took a 
Bible of ours, which was in the rabbi’s pos- 
session, and pointed out the supposed inser- 
tions, but the rabbi showed him how those 
chapters are also found in the Jewish 
Bibles, and told him how they must be un- 
derstood. He left, however, much dissatis- 
fied with the rabbi’s explanations, and said 
that the Christians must have bribed all 
Jewish printers to insert those passages. 


2 % 

Don’t you go an’ git sorry for yerself! 
That’s one thing I can’t stand in nobody. 
There’s always lots of other folks you kin 
be sorry fer ’stid of yerself—Alice Hegan 
Rice. } 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 


Harvard’s football coach receives a 
salary of $15,000 a year. 

A New York woman left her three 
granddaughters $10,000 each, on the condi- 
tion that they should cook an acceptable 
meal before reaching the age of twenty-one. 
The Nobel Peace Committee has de- 
cided by twenty-eight votes to eleven not to 
distribute the Nobel peace prizes for 1915 
and 1916. The prize has not been awarded 
since 1913, when it was given to Henri La 
Fontaine, a Belgian senator. 


——tThe German commercial submarine, 
Deutschland, completing a quick home jour- 
ney from the United States, arrived at noon 
December 10, off the mouth of the Weser. 
She made the trip in nineteen days, having 
left New London, November 21. It is said 
another trip will be made. 


Every member of President Wilson’s 
cabinet, with the possible exception of At- 
torney-General Gregory, is expected to re- 
main in office after March 4, when the Pres- 
ident’s second term begins. It was learned 
definitely that all.of them have been, or 
will be, asked to keep their posts. 

——A great fire occurred in Toledo, Ohio, 
December 11, in the heart of the city, en- 
tailing a loss of $75,000 and $20,000 on two 
buildings by one company, the Paddock 
Merchandising Company. Several firemen 
were killed by falling walls. A harness 
shop was wiped out with a loss of $3,000. 

— Bucharest, the capital of Rumania, is 
in the hands of the forces of the central 
powers. Exactly one hundred days after 
the declaration of war by Rumania against 
them finds the Teutonic allies in control of 
about 50,000 square miles of Rumanian 
territory—virtually one-half of the king- 
dom. 


——John D. Archbold, capitalist, presi- 

dent of the Standard Oil Company of New 
Jersey, died, December 5, following an op- 
eration for appendicitis. He was noted in 
the world’s petroleum industry and was one 
of the best posted men in the oil business in 
all its branches. He left a fortune of $100,- 
000,000. 
The country’s manufacturing indus- 
tries in 1914 turned out products valued at 
more than $24,000,000, and employed eight 
million persons. In giving out these fig- 
ures, the Census Bureau announced that in- 
vestigation planned for the coming year 
will cover transportation by water, religious 
bodies, and marriage and divorce. 




















Detectives have been stationed at 
Charleston, W. Va., by railroad companies 
and other large coal consumers at nearly 
every coal tipple in that district for the 
purpose of checking up the shipments of 
operators who, it is claimed, are behind on 
their orders because of car shortage. The 
detectives, it is said, will see that the op- 
erators carry out their agreements as far 
as possible. 


— —Advices from Berlin to the German 
embassy indicate that Germany’s peace 
terms in general measure propose the res- 
toration of the status quo before the war, 
with the exception of the establishment of 
independent kingdoms of Poland and Lith- 
uania. They are understood to propose the 





complete restoration of the o¢cupied por- 
tions of Belgium and France, in return for 
Germany’s captured colonies and to dispose 
of the Balkan situation because of its ex- 
tremely complicated nature, in the peace 
conference. 

The Legislative Committee of the 
County and District Superintendents’ Asso- 
ciation of Ohio has under consideration the 
making of a request to the next legislature 
to raise the minimum teachers’ wage in 
Ohio from forty dollars to fifty dollars a 
month. Circular letters have been mailed 
to teachers throughout the State, asking 
what the teachers think of the proposed 
move. Teachers nowadays must have 
normal training before they can teach and 
then the minimum salary of a teacher is 
forty dollars a month. 


——If the protocol drawn by the Mex- 
ican-American joint commission is signed 
by representatives of both committees, 
aliens in the United States who engage in 
revolutionary activities in Mexico are ex- 
pected to be deported by the United States 
immigration officials, as pernicious foreign- 
ers, according to a message received by 
Andres Garcia, inspector-general, from 
Luis Cabrera, minister of foreign relations 
in the defacto cabinet. If the protocol is 
signed it is expected that the embargo on 
ammunition also will be lifted at once. 


Offers of mediation or suggestion of 
peace to the European nations have not 
been made by the United States, they are 
not now being borne across the seas by 
Ambassador Gerard, and will not be broach- 
ed by this government in the near future, 
unless there is some quite unexpected turn 
in world events. These facts are stated 
authoritatively by one of the highest of- 
ficials of the government to counteract re- 
ports to the contrary which have been gen- 
erally published, much to the embarrass- 
ment of the administration and to the mis- 
leading of foreign nations. 

News of Dec. 12 says it is announced 
officially in Berlin that Emperor William 
has notified his commanding generals of 
Germany’s peace offer, and has informed 
them it is still uncertain whether the offer 
will be accepted. Until that uncertainty is 
ended, the message says, they are to fight 
on. Germany and her allies on December 
12 proposed to enter forthwith into peace 
negotiations. The Austrian, Turkish, and 
Bulgarian governments are making similar 
proposals. The propositions which they 
will bring forward are, accordirg to Chan- 
cellor Von Bethmann-Hollweg, appropriate 
for the establishment of a lasting peace. 


An organized effort directed by the 
American Federation of Labor to induce 
Congress to grant wage and salary in- 
creases to all employes of the United States 
Government from President down to the 
humblest laborer, was planned at a meeting 
in Washington of the Federation. Resolu- 
tions were adopted, setting forth that gov- 
ernment salaries have not kept pace with 
the cost of necessities of life and directing 
that Congress be petitioned to grant in- 
creases ranging from ten to thirty-three 
and one-third per cent. to government em- 
ployes, whether in or out of the civil service. 














The question of increasing wages is already 
before the House of Representatives in the 
legislative appropriation bill, which is to be 
taken up for consideration this week. 


——tThe custom of hanging up the stock- 
ing on Christmas eve arose from an incident 
in the life of the good St. Nicholas. One 
day when he was overtaken by a -severe 
storm, he took refuge in a convent, and the 
next day being Christmas, he preached a 
sermon to the nuns, which they liked so 
much that they asked him to come the next 
year and preach to them again. On his 
second visit, which was also on a Christ- 
mas eve, before going to bed he asked each 
of the nuns to lend him a stocking, and he 
filled the stockings with sugar plums. In 
the making of mince pies, which form a 
part of a regular Christmas feast, mutton 
was the only meat formerly used, as a com- 
memoration of the flocks that were watched 
on the holy night by the shepherds of Beth- 
lehem. The spices were supposed to be sug- 
gestive of the wise men from the east, the 
land of spices. 


——Suffragists caused quite a stir in 
Congress, December 5, when the President 
was addressing the assembly. After the 
audience had extended their congratulations 
to the President by prolonged cheers and 
applause which greeted him, and which he 
acknowledged, and then had begun his ad- 
dress, there fluttered over the rail of the 
gallery, where sat a party of woman suf- 
rage leaders, above the heads of senators 
and representatives, a silken banner of suf- 
frage yellow, bearing in great black letters 
the inscription: “President Wilson: What 
will you do for woman suffrage?” The suf- 
fragists said, afterward, it was their pro- 
test against the President’s plea with Con- 
gress for broader suffrage for the men of 
Porto Rico, while he did not mention their 
own cause in his address. A page, raised 
on the arms of men directly under the gal- 
lery, grasped the edge of the banner and 
snatched it down. The President noticed 
the stir, but, after smiling broadly, returned 
to his address and completed it. 


—the rat-proofing of old buildings in 
New Orleans, as well as new buildings, 
where bubonic plague was officially an- 
nounced in June, 1914, will, it is estimated, 
run into millions. Many of the buildings 
were made rat-proof at comparatively small 
cost by a change in the foundations, but the 
historic St. Louis Hotel, one of the most 
famous buildings of the South, had to be 
sacrificed to sanitary science, as the cost of 
making it rat-proof was prohibitive. Rats 
cause much animal loss, and cause much 
disease. Concrete is the greatest aid in rat- 
proof construction, and in San Francisco, 
after the city had been threatened with bu- 
bonic plague in 1907, nearly six million and 
a half square yards of it were laid in side- 
walks, basements, areas, stables, and chick- 
en-yards. Next in importance to concrete 
is wire netting, heavy enough to resist the 
teeth of rats. This is inexpensive and by 
the aid of concrete and wire netting old 
buildings can often be rat-proofed at little 
cost. In other buildings, according to what 
they contain, other methods of proofing are 
needed to make them rat-proof. 
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REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 


KEEP ON KEEPING ON 


3¥Some of the churches have begun to 
take the offering for The American Chris- 
tian Convention, and I wish to suggest that 
churches keep on keeping on at that job 
until the last one has remitted. The offer- 
ings that have been received are like the 
ones for all the years that are past and 
gone, some of them in the same old way 
and the same old amounts, while others are 
much larger, and to suck ones I wish to 
say just keep on keeping on in that good 
way you have begun. I am a believer 
in the old-time religion, but not in the old- 
time collection. Let us all keep on keeping 
on until we make the offerings represent us. 
More and larger personal contributions are 
coming in than at any previous time. That’s 
good, and to such ones, and all others, let 
me say just keep on keeping on, and by and 
by we’ll come to know that it is more bless- 
ed to give than to receive. 


SALAMONIA, INDIANA 

Salamonia, Indiana, is one of the good 
country churches of the Eastern Indiana 
Conference, and has for its pastor Rev. 
DeK. Judy, whose ways are ways of pleas- 
antness, though his paths may not all be 
peace. He has just returned from Michi- 
gan, where he had located with the thought 
of a permanent home, but all things did not 
work out as he had hoped they would, yet 
he feels that all things work together for 
good. His health at this time is seriously 
impaired, and though in constant pain, he 
keeps busy and is proving himself a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed. 

The Salamonia church is situated in one 
of the most delightful spots of the county. 


Nature seems to have done its best in rais- © 


ing a knoll suitable for a splendid building, 
and surrounding it with attractiveness from 
every angle of vision. The present building 
is not now adequate to the demands of a 
country church, and there is a growing con- 
viction that a larger and better one must 
be provided. Dear old “Aunt” Jane Whip- 
ple is much interested in a new building, 
and will no doubt make it possible for the 
demands of the church to be met in the re- 
modeling and enlarging of the present 
building. 

The Sunday-school was full of life, and 
the two services of the day well attended. 
There was no special attraction, and yet the 
audiences filled the house, and gave earnest 
heed to the things they heard. The church 
has full-time preaching, which means that 
the preacher lives in the parsonage and 
holds service every Sunday and conducts t’ 
mid-week prayer-service. When one goes 
into a community where the church has a 
parsonage and full-time preaching, and sees 
the blessing of them to the community, and 
then goes into a community better able 
financially to have such service, and does 
not find them, one feels like saying, 
“Shame! Shame!” It is safe to say that 
hundreds of our country churches could own 
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parsonages, and enjoy the presence and 
service of a pastor, that content themselves 
by having a preacher visit them once or 
twice a month. It ought not so to be. 


The music of the day was worthy of 
special mention, for it was good. The “old- 
time” orchestra of this place was noted for 
its musical talent and appreciated for its 
service, and many who have known this 
church will recall the fame which went 
abroad of the good music and splendid 
orchestra of Salamonia. There is much 
good talent left, and the orchestra that now 
is, may yet excel the orchestra that has 
been. It was a delightful day, filled with 
good things throughout. 


A DAY IN THE CAPITAL CITY OF OHIO 


Sunday, November 26, I was the guest of 
Rev. H. Russell Jay and his congregation 
of Columbus, Ohio. It seems good to me to 
have a church in the chief city of the State, 
and especially so if it be aggressive and 
under the care of one as capable, energetic, 
and wide-awake as is the pastor and his 
people of Columbus. 


The forenoon and evening services were 
well attended, and a deeper or more intense 
interest the speaker had never experienced. 
From the opening hymn to the closing 
prayer the people gave heed to the Word of 





Rev. H. Russell Jay 


life. They were in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
Day, and there came to them a conscious- 
ness of the divine. The afternoon service 
was for men only, and a goodly number 
came out to hear, to enjoy, to participate, 
and then go out to serve. A Men’s Broth- 
erhood that had in a measure become in- 
active was reborn and started anew on a 
line of service for The Man, Christ Jesus. 


Rev. Jay is getting hold of the work in a 
firm way, and while there are the usual 
complex conditions of city life, yet he un- 
tangles every knot, straightens out every 
crooked place, and makes every rough thing 
smooth. He is a preacher of the “Word” 
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Seeretary 
REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D 
Dayton, Ohio 


and is greatly loved and appreciated for 
his works’ sake. 

The Sunday-school has a creditable en- 
rollment and attendance, and moves along 
enthusiastically in all lines of its life. The 
Christian ‘Endeavor service of the day was 
representative and the music at all the serv- 
ices of a high order and full of good cheer. 
The special numbers did not appear as at- 
tractions, but as parts of the program of 
worship. 

It was a very great personal pleasure to 
meet Brother and Sister Harrington who, 
though old in years, are faithful to all the 
services of the Lord’s house. And it was 
an equally pleasant experience to meet Mrs. 
Ida M. Chase, the widow of our deceased 
brother, Rev. David L. Chase. The day was 
heavy with service, but full of fellowship, 
seasoned with prayer, and a spirit of wor- 
ship that was a delight to the soul. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for December 31, 1916 





CHRIST’S COMING AND COMING TO 
CHRIST (Review) 





Scripture Lesson, Rev. 22: 6-14 





Golden Text—The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely —Rev. 22: 17. 


Central Truth—All that come to Jesus 
shall be saved. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, December 25—“Unto Us a Son 
Is Given.” Isa. 9: 2-7. 

Tuesday, December 26—A Plot That 
Failed. Acts 23: 14-24. 

Wednesday, December 27—The Appeal to 
Caesar. Acts 25: 1-12. 

Thursday, December 
Acts 27: 18-26. 


Friday, December 29—From Melita to 
Rome. Acts 28: 11-81. 

Saturday, December 30—A Living Sacri- 
fice. Rom. 12. 

Sunday, December 31—Faithful 
Death. Rev. 2: 1-17. 


28—The Voyage. 


Unto 





Review by Outline 

LEssoN I. A Plot That Failed. Acts 23. 
—Paul defending himself before the High 
Priest, he commanded him to be smitten on 
the mouth, 1, 2. Paul sharply reproves him, 
was reproached, and defends his conduct, 
3-5. Seeing that the assembly was compos- 
ed of Sadducees and Pharisees, he expected 
no justice, and asserted that it was for his 


belief in the resurreetion that he was called 
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in question; on which the Pharisees declare 
in his favor, 6-9. A decension arose, the 
chief captain brought Paul to the castle, 10. 
He is comforted by a dream, 11. More than 
forty persons conspire his death, 12-15. 
Paul’s nephew informs the captain of the 
guard, 16-22. He sends Paul under strong 
guard to Felix, 23-33. Felix promises him 
a hearing, 34-35. 


LESSON II. Paul Before Felix. Acts 24. 
—After five days, his accusers come down 
to accuse Paul, 1. The orations of Tertullis, 
2-9. Paul’s defense, 10-21. Paul treated 
with humanity, 22, 23. Felix and Drusilla 
hear Paul concerning Christ, 24, 25. Felix, 
expecting money, keeps Paul in prison, 26, 
being superceded by Festus, to please the 
Jews, leaves Paul bound, 27. 


LESSON III. The Appeal to Caesar. Acts 
25.—Festus goes to Jerusalem and request- 
ed by the Jews to have Paul tried there, 1. 
Festus refuses and invites them to go with 
him to Cesarea, 4, 5, where Paul was tried 
the next day, 6-8. Paul was asked if he 
would go to Jerusalem for trial, but refused, 
9-11. He appeals to Caesar, 12. King 
Agrippa hears Paul, and is prepared to 
write definitely about Paul to the emperor, 
13-27. 


LEssOoON IV. Paul’s Defense Before 
Agrippa. Acts 26.—Paul answers for him- 
self, 1-8; gives an account of his education, 
4, 5; persecuted for the resurrection, 6-8; 
his persecution of the Christians, 9-11; his 
conversion, 12-15; call to the ministry, i6- 
18; his obedience to call, and success, 19-23. 
Festus called him mad, which he modestly 
refutes, 25-27. Agrippa almost a Christian, 
28. The council pronounces him innocent, 
30-32. 


LESSON V. The Voyage. Acts 27.—The 
centurion takes Paul to Rome, 1. They em- 
bark for Sidon, 2, 8. Then to Cyprus, 
Cilicia, Pamphilia, and Myra, where they 
are transfered to a ship going to Italy; 
they sail past Cnidus, etc. Paul predicts a 
disastrous voyage, 9-11. They winter at 
Crete, they meet a tempest and are in peril, 
12-20. Paul’s prediction of the loss of the 
ship, 21-26. They are shipwrecked on Me- 
lita and the whole crew escape to land, 
27-44. 


LESSON VI. Shipwrecked on Melita. Acts 
27: 39-28: 10—The whole crew, consisting 
of two hundred and seventy-six persons, 
escape safe to land on broken fragments of 
the ship, 39-44. They were received with 
great hospitality by the inhabitants of Me- 
lita, 2. A viper from the fire seizes Paul’s 
hand, 3. The people first think Paul a mur- 
derer, then suppose him a god, 4-6. Pub- 
lius receives them courteously, Paul heals 
his father of a fever, and heals several oth- 
ers, 7-10. 


Lesson VII. World’s Temperance Les- 
son. Rom. 14: 15: 3.—In things indifferent, 
Christians should not condemn in each oth- 
er, 1. Especially with respect to different 
kinds of food, 2-4. And certain days, 5, 6. 
None of us should live unto himself, but 
unto Christ, 7-9. We must not judge each 
other; for all judgment belongs to God, 10- 
13. We should not do anything that will 
cause our brother to stumble, 14-16. King- 
dom does not consist of outward things, 17, 
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Study Food Values 


Food provided for the family table de- 
serves the careful thought of every house- 


wife. 
baking powder? 


Do you use thought when buying 


The quality of cake, biscuits and all 
quickly raised flour foods depends largely 
upon the kind of baking powder used. 


Royal Baking Powder is made from 
cream of tartar derived from grapes. It is 
absolutely pure and has proved its excel- 
lence for making food of finest quality and 
wholesomeness for generations. 


Royal Baking Powder contains no alum 


nor phosphate. 


ROYAL BAKING POWDER CO. 
New York 


18. Christians should cultivate peace and 
brotherly love, 19-21. They should do all 
in the spirit of faith, 22, 23. 


Lesson VIII. From Melita to Rome. 
Acts 28: 11-31—After three months’ stay, 
they embark in a ship of Alexandria, land 
at Syracuse, stay there three days, sail past 
the straits of Rhegium, and land at Puteoli, 
find some Christians there, tarry seven 
days, and set forward to Rome, 11-14. They 
are met at Appii Forum by some Chris- 
tians, and Paul is greatly encouraged, 15. 
They come to Rome, Julius delivers his pris- 
oners to the captain of the guard, who per- 
mits Paul to dwell by himself, 16. Paul 
states his case to the chief Jews, 17-20. He 
expounds to them the kingdom of Christ, 
21-23. Some believe; some disbelieve, 25- 
29. Paul dwells two years in his own hired 
house, preaching the kingdom of God, 30, 31. 


Lesson IX. A Living Sacrifice. Rom. 
12: 1-21. Such displays of God’s mercy as 
Jews and Gentiles have received should in- 
duce them to consecrate themselves to Him; 
and not to be conformed unto the world, 
1, 2. Christians are exhorted to think 
meanly of themselves, 3. And each to be- 
have himself properly in the office which 
he has received from God, 4-8. Various 
important moral duties recommended, 9-18. 
We must not avenge ourselves, but overcome 
evil with good, 19-21. 


LESSON X. Jesus Christ the First and 
the Last. Rev. 1: 1-20.—The preface to this 
book and the promise to them that read it, 
1-3. John’s address to the seven churches 
of Asia, whose high calling he particularly 
mentions, and shows the speedy coming of 
Christ, 4-8. Mentions his exile to Patmos 
and the appearance of the Lord Jesus to 
him, 9-11. Of whom he gives most glorious 
description, 12-18. The command to write 





what he saw; and the explanation of the 
seven stars and seven golden candlesticks, 
19, 20. 


LESSON XI. Faithful Unto Death. Rev. 
2: 1-17—The epistle unto the church at 
Ephesus commended their labor and pa- 
tience, 1-3. Reprehended having left off their 
first love, and exhorted them to repent with 
the promise of the tree of life, 4-7. The 
epistle to the church at Smyrna, commend- 
ing their piety, and promising them sup- 
port in their tribulation, 8-11. The epistle 
to the church at Pergamos, commending 
their steadfastness in the heavenly doctrine, 
12, 13. And reprehending their laxity in 
ecclesiastical discipline in tolerating heret- 
ical teachers in the church, 14, 15. The 
apostle exhorts them to repent, with the 
promise of the white stone and the new 
name, 16, 17. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 
D. 


W. A. Harper, LL. io Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 


BE SURE TO READ 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C. 
Nov. 29, 1916. 
Rev. C. H. Rowland, Franklin, Va. 
Rev. J. C. DeRemer, Merom, Ind. 
Rev. Ralph G. English, Amesbury, Mass. 
Pres. E. A. Watkins, Albany, Mo. 

DEAR BRETHREN:—Since the Christian 
Endeavor Societies of the Eel River Chris- 
tian Conference have decided to send out 
a missionary at their expense and since we 
are unable to secure pledges sufficient to 
send out one in the name of all the societies, 
how would it do to encourage the Eel River 
Endeavorers by donating to them the money 
which we have so far raised toward a Chris- 
tian Endeavor missionary from all the so- 
cieties and then to urge each of the societies 
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to give liberally for the work through the 
regular channels for the future? 

Please let me know your opinion and have 
your vote on this proposition at once and 
also send me any word you may have for 
Christian Endeavor in your church. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 
W. A. HARPER, 
Secretary for C. E. 


THE ANSWERS 


Each member of the Christian Endeavor 
Board voted to adopt the suggestion in the 
above letter. So for the future our Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies are urged to give 
to missions through the regular channels 
and the money now in hand will be credited 
to the Eel River Endeavorers in their noble 
sacrifice for the Kingdom. 


Topic for January 7, 1917 


EVADING MORAL ISSUES 
Matt. 12: 22-30 


The Scripture: 

Then was brought unto him one possessed with a 
devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch 
that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. And 
all the people were amazed, and _ said, Is not this 
the son of David? But when the Pharisees heard it, 
they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 
Beelzebub the prince of the devils. And Jesus knew 
their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation ; 
and every city or house divided against itself 
shall not stand: And if Satan’ cast out 
Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall 
then his kingdom stand? And if I by Beelze- 
bub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast 
them out? therefore they shall be your judges. But 
if I east out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom of God is come unto you. Or else how can 
one enter into a strong man’s house, and _ spoil 
his goods except he first bind the strong man? and 
then he will spoil his house. He that is not with 
me is against me; and he that gathereth not with 
me scaftereth abroad. 


The Leader :—This is our first meeting in 
the New Year and also our initial Consecra- 
tion Meeting for 1917. How appropriate 
our topic is! We cannot escape God. No 
matter where we go, He is there. Nor can 
we escape the moral issues that confront us 
on every hand. As Christians, we should 
be anxious to face every issue. We must 
not be kept from our full duty by the mail- 
ed fist of force nor the insinuating sugges- 
tion of time-serving pussy-footers. We 
must sing clear and right on every moral 
issue and rejoice to suffer for the cause of 
right. 


Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
Scriptural Persons Who Tried Evasion; 
The Results of Dodging; The Joy of Being 
Open in Our Allegiance to Right; The 
Strength of It; Lincoln and Meeting Moral 
Issues; The Teaching of Luther’s Life; Je- 
sus and Our Own Duty. 


Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting :—How can I know the right side 
of any question? Can I dodge a moral issue 
successfully? What does Pilate teach us 
about escaping moral issues? Why do we 
try to evade moral matters? How will our 
example affect others? Ourselves for the 
future? How can I get courage to face all 
moral issues squarely? How does the ex- 
ample of great and good men help me? How 
Christ? 
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NOTES 

Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, Erie Pa., writes 
that a Christian Endeavor Expert Class 
will graduate in her society on February 2, 
1917, Christian Endeavor Day. Is that not 
appropriate? 

Dr. C. H. Rowland, Franklin, Va., writes: 
“Our society is working nicely and doing 
the church great good.” Splendid testi- 
mony. 

Our hearts will go out to Rev. G. R. Eng- 
lish and his dear wife in the recent death of 
the first-born daughter. 


The Amesbury (Mass.) Endeavorers are 
busy bees. They have pledged forty dollars 
to church expenses for this year. At a 
recent business meeting seven active mem- 
bers were received. A society that works 
deserves to grow—and will grow! 


Rev. R. H. Peel, South Westerlo, N. Y., 
has been elected Christian Endeavor Expert 
Superintendent of the Catskill Convention. 
He deserves the honor and will honor the 
position. He is one of our most capable 
men. 


President E. A. Watkins, Palmer College, 
writes that the Palmer College Endeavorers 
have undertaken larger work for the cause 
this year. One hundred dollars they have 
subscribed--to the support of the local 
church. Fine! 


Rev. J. C. DeRemer is now college pastor 
at Union Christian College. He will boom 
Christian Endeavor there—no doubt of it. 

Miss Mary Humphrey, C. E. E., Dellvale, 
Kansas, has just graduated a class of eight 
experts. Look for their names and grades 
shortly. 


PRESIDENT WILSON TAKES PART 


Doubtless other Presidents of the United 
States have taken part in Christian En- 
deavor prayer-meetings, but President Wil- 
son is the first to do so on a world-wide 
scale. At the request of Mr. Poling he sent 
a message for the prayer-meeting consider- 
ing the topic, “Why Christianity is the 
Hope of Our Country.” This is what Presi- 
dent Wilson said: “I take pleasure in an- 
swering your question, ‘Why is Christianity 
the hope of our country?’ It is the hope of 
this country, as of every other, because it 
rectifies the will and lifts the individual soul 
out of the mire of selfishness on to the firm 
footing of service and principle.” That is 
a message worth having. 


A SOLDIERS’ SOCIETY 


Hawaii has a soldiers’ society of Chris- 
tian Endeavor. It is the Twenty-fifth In- 
fantry, and includes the regimental hand. 
There are about eighty active members and 
several hundred associates. The work of 
these militant Endeavorers includes a Bible- 
study class, support of the church services, 
evangelism, work with the children of the 
men of the regiment, socials for the soldiers, 
and prayer-meetings in a near-by village. 


ENDEAVORERS AT WORK 


Des Moines Intermediate Endeavorers 
have held a “win-my-chum” week. A gocd 
method, worth using everywhere. 

New Jersey formed 105 new Christian 
Endeavor societies last year. 
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The Lincoln, Nebr., Christian Endeavor 
union used a big bill-board to advertise 
prohibition during the months preceding the 
election. 

At Vermont’s last convention each day’s 
sessions began with early morning meetings 
on the campus of Montpelier Seminary. 

The first layman ever elected president 
of the Ohio Christian Endeavor Union is. 
Mr. William R. Sibley, a prominent busi- 
ness man of Columbus. 

Los Angeles brought together 1,288 En- 
deavorers for its city union convention this. 
year, one feature of which was a big pa- 
rade. Seven young people offered them- 
selves as Life-Work Recruits. 

In two New Hampshire towns the only 
religious services are those held by the 
Christian Endeavor societies. 


The recent Massachusetts Christian En- 
deavor convention, held in historic Salem, 
brought together 2,739 delegates. Inter- 
esting meetings were held in the church 
from which the first American foreign mis- 
sionaries were sent forth more than a cen- 
tury ago. 


WIDE-AWAKE JAPANESE 


The Kanda German Reformed society of 
Tokyo, Japan, are certainly earnest in their 
Christian endeavors. Once a month they 
furnish the pulpit supply, one preacher be- 
ing taken from its own membership and 
another being obtained from the city at 
large. In addition, this society prints every 
month a tract which it distributes freely, 
and every Sunday evening its members hold 
an open-air evangelistic meeting. 











HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas > - Seeretary 
Dayten, Ohie 





The church at Eaton, Ohio, Rev. McD. 
Howsare, pastor, took the every-member 
canvass of that church last Sunday with 
excellent results. One by one the churches 
are falling into line with the better methods 
of work. We are very conservative and 
slow to take hold of things until they are 
proven by other denominations. We are 
thus frequently made to keep a little behind 
in the onward march. Why not step to the 
front and take advantage of the best? 


KKKKKKKE KK 


The Secretary of Home Missions spent 
last Sunday with Rev. A. M. Hainer at the 
church at Utica, Ohio. Brother Hainer has 
a loyal people who are looking to better 
things in the way of enlargement. The 
Christian Endeavor Societies, both Inter- 
mediate and Senior, had good meetings. A 
good thank-offering was received for home 
missions. 

KAKA RAKES 


There has been some misunderstanding 
in regard to the thank-offering asked for at 
the close of Home Mission Week. It was 
not to take the place of the regular home 
mission offering in June nor that of the 
Woman’s Missionary Societies. There are 
perhaps a majority of the churches where 
there is no Woman’s Missionary Society and 
these are the ones that we wanted to reach 
with Home Mission Week and the thank- 
offering. 
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Again 

I desire to remind you that the Mission 
Study Conference will be held at Muncie, 
Ind., beginning February 12, with a ban- 
quet. The church at Muncie will enact the 
pageant, “The Impersonation of Cindy’s 
Chance,” a home mission play based on 
southern mountain life: This will be a 
good opportunity to study the value of mis- 
sionary dramatization for your own church 
work. With the study of mission books and 
the inspirational speakers whom you may 
hear, this is an opportunity for you to plan 
for an ideal winter vacation. 


DYING CHURCHES 


Some churches are dying because there 
is no need for them in the place where they 
are, some are dying because of neglect, 
some are being killed with malice afore- 
thought, and some are dying because of a 
lack of vision. 

The churches that are dying because they 
are not needed are in the communities 
where there are so many that they cumber 
the ground. 

The Lord did not mean that there should 
be hateful competition in church work, yet 
we find that in many places there is such 
a prejudice among the churches that the 
members carry it into all of their interests. 

Home mission interests look to the elim- 
ination of the duplication of Christian work 
in communities where one church can an- 
swer all of the needs of the community. 

Churches have been known to be built 
for spite and to have lived at a poor dying 
rate ever afterward. I believe that killing 
may be justifiable in such instances, if the 
Kingdom of our Lord can be served in a 
better way by other churches. 

It is the church that is dying because of 
a lack of vision and the one which is neg- 
lected that I desire to think about most. 
In many places in the country especially, 
there are churches located in rich farm- 
ing sections, where there might be the 
greatest efficiency in church work as there 
is in their business, and yet they are simply 
having twice-a-month preaching by an ab- 
sentee pastor. The farmers are not stingy, 
they only have not. been made to see the 
opportunity they have in serving the King- 
dom in a larger way. Every pastor of such 
churches should begin a campaign of edu- 
cation to teach the people how that their 
church may become a real force in the 
Kingdom of the Lord. It almost seems a 
sin to me to have great revival services 
where there are ingatherings of members to 
the churches, and then to not put them to 
work that they may know that God wants 
to use them. 


Such revivals is one of the causes of the 
death of many churches. The motto of a 
very successful country church is, “A place 
for leadership for every natural leader in 
the church, a work for every member to 
do.” 


To have such a program as that in a 
church requires much more effort than to 
hold a revival service, but it is just as 
essential. — 

Let me urge on all of the pastors of 
country churches to read all the books that 
can be secured on the work of the country 
church and give a new vision to the church. 
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We need still to learn the lesson as to 
how we may get Christ into every life and 
all of life. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR MISSIONS 
JANUARY 2-5, 1917 


Our Woman’s Mission Boards have set 
apart the first week of January as a Weck 
of Prayer for our mission work. We urge 
every society to use the following outline 
of topics: 


TUESDAY 
Topic—‘Thanksgiving and. Humiliation.” 
Scripture—Ps. 103: 1-15; Ps. 51; Rev. 3: 
14-22. 

Prayer for the whole world; the whole 
Church; our whole brotherhood; our 
local church. 


WEDNESDAY 


Topic—“Our Representatives.” 
At Home—lIn Porte Rico—In Japan. 
(Use reports in November Christian 
Misstonary.) 


Scripture—Mark 11: 22-24; Rom. 10: 11-15. 
Prayer for our missionaries by name; our 
Japanese and Porto Rican pastors and 
Bible women; ask for them a faith that 
will not .waver, that the coming year 
may witness a great harvest of souls. 
THURSDAY 
Topic—“Our Work for Next Year.” 
1. Our Woman’s Boards— 
(a) Financial Aims. (b) Depart- 
partments. (c) Extension. 
2. Our Conference. 
3. Our Local Society. 
(Use leaflet, “Some Things You ought to 


now.’’) 

Scripture—2 Tim. 2: 2-15; Isa. 32: 9-11; 
Isa. 54: 2, 3;-John 10: 14-16. 

Prayer for a vision of the need and our 
responsibility; for the officers of our 
society, conference, and _ general 
Boards; for the uninterested women in 
our churches; for a compelling devotion 
to Jesus Christ. 

FRIDAY 


Topic—“‘The Church of To-morrow.” 

Our young people, at home, and in mis- 
sion lands. 
Our boys and girls. 

Scripture—Rom. 12:1; John 4: 34, 35; Joel 
2: 28, 29. 

Prayer for the dedication of the lives of 
many young people to mission work; 
for the leaders of young people; for 
the work of our schools and colleges. 

(Use leaflet, “My Daughter Will Weave.’’) 

“IT never prayed sincerely and earnestly 
for anything but it came at some time.”— 
Adoniram Judson. 

The week may be observed in several 
ways, choose the ones best suited to your 
local conditions: 1. Several societies meet 
together. 2. Each society hold its own 
meeting. 3. Group meetings. 4. Ask your 
pastor to use one of the topics for the mid- 
week service. 5: Each one using the topics 
for prayer in her own home. In the meet- 
ings of several societies, or of one, have a 
different leader for each main division of 
the topic. If you desire to observe five 
days, divide the topic suggested for Wed- 
nesday, using our Home work one day and 
the Foreign work the next. 

Order programs and suggested leaflets of 
Mrs. Emma S. Powers, 33 Gordon~ Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Be sure to ask for enough programs to 
supply every member of the Missionary So- 
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ciety with a copy for her own personal use. 

Missionary Societies that are following 
the Standard of Excellence should remem- 
ber that point nine of the standard reads, 
“Did you observe the Week of Prayer, and 
have you placed the Prayer Cycle recom- 
mended by the Woman’s Boards in the 
hands of each member?” 

Plan! Work! Pray! 








EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - ~ 
Providence, R. I. 


Secretary 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


The Civic League has become quite inter- 
ested this year in completing the auditorium 
of the graded school building of the town. 
They have had electric lights installed in 
the auditorium, a fine stage with two rooms 
adjoining it, for the production of dramatic 
performances. Last evening they gave a 
benefit play, participated in by the members 
of the League, entitled, “Ye Summertime 
Minstrel.” It was pronounced a success. 

The removal of Dr. B. W. Caddell from 
Ramseur to Elon College is a matter of 
great congratulation upon the part of our 
citizens. Dr. Caddell has met with unusual 
success in his professional practice at Ram- 
seur and has received a warm welcome to 
this town. He will engage in his profes- 
sional practice here and in the surrounding 
towns and country districts. 

Dr. W. T. Herndon, Ashboro, N. C., was 
here last week, making arrangements to 
move his family to Elon early in January. 
In the early days he was the financial agent 
of Elon College, which position he continued 
to hold for about twenty years, resigning it 
some ten or fifteen years ago when his 
health began to fail. It will be a great 
pleasure to have him a citizen in the town. 

The lectures by Dr. Martyn Summerbell 
are scheduled to begin on Wednesday of 
this week and to conclude on Saturday. 
They gather themselves around the general 
theme: “The Genius of Protestantism,” and 
are a logical conclusion to the series of six 
consecutive annual lectures treating of the 
Protestant Reformation in various lands 
given here by Dr. Summerbell. The par- 
ticular topics of the lectures are: “The 
Theistic Impulse of Protestantism;” “The 
Educational Impulse of Protestantism;” 
“The Moral Impulse of Protestantism,” and 
“The Spiritual Impulse of Protestantism.” 
Dr. Summerbell will also preach twice next 
Sunday and will leave for his home in Lake- 
mont, N. Y., next Monday. 

Recitation work will close at four o’clock 
on -Wednesday, December 21, and will not 
be resumed until 7:50 on January 4. Most 
of the students will resort to their homes 
for the vacation period, though quite a few 
from distant States will remain over on the 
Hill. bay” Sin 

Elon College, N. C., 

Dec. 11, 1916. 


Not For A Minute 


the wisdom of writing NOW for a copy of 
The WORKERS MAGAZINE 



















2 In December “Who Is Jesus Christ;” 
a vs. Spiritual Mind;” God 

















1624 


(24) 





The Limited Edition 
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JAMES WHITCOMB 
RILEY’S 


Illustrated Poems 
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These are the seven most popular 
of all of James Whitcomb Riley’s 
books, containing as they do, the best, 
most loved, and most popular of his 
poems. Mr. Riley’s unfailing foun- 
tain of sympathy gives to his writings 
that touch of nature which makes the 
whole world kin. It is this chord of 
appealing to human harmonies that 
has gained for James Whitcomb Riley 
the name of the “People’s Poet 
Laureate.” 

Each of these seven volumes con- 
tains an individual and appropriate 
picture jacket in four colors. Most 
of them are wonderfully illustrated 
by Will Vawter, who has eaught the 
happy, homely, rollicking note in 
James Whitcomb Riley’s poems. 


Riley Child Rhymes 


A collection of the favorites of Mr. Riley's 
delightful child-rhymes, the popular poems o 
childhood. “With hale affection and abiding 
faith these rhymes and pictures are inscril 

to the children everywhere.” The poems are 
illustrated with a hundred Hoosier pictures by 
Will Vawter. 


Riley Love Lyrics 


This volume contains all the favorites of 
Mr. Riley’s passionate and tender love poems. 
The illustrations, of which there are over 
fifty, by William B. Dyer, ad@ greatly to the 
book’s artistic beauty. 


Riley Farm Rhymes 

The many poems by Mr. Riley in which is 
mirrored his love of the great outdoors. He 
has inscribed the book, “With All Grateful 
Esteem to the Good Old-Fashioned People.” 
The gongs are illustrated with country pic- 
turés by Will Vawter, 


Riley Songs 0’ Cheer 


A collection of the favorites of Mr. Riley's 
poems of gladness, content, and consolation. 
A book to scatter smiles and laughter; the 
deadly enemy of the blues; the conqueror of 
sorrow. Illustrated with over one h pic- 
tures by Will Vawter. 


Riley Songs of Summer 


The loveliest and best-loved poems about 
summer and the out-door summer land. This 
— takes us back to glad boyhood and puts 

“knee deep in June.” With pic- 
Suse by Will Vawter. 


Riley Songs of Home 

A collection of the best-known and best- 
loved songs, sounding the note of fireside joy, 
cheery encouragement, and homely ape. 
Here are poems of courage and 
durance and of hope in the Gaily life aa 
With Hoosier pictures by Will Vawter. 


Riley Songs of Friendship 


Half a hundred poems yen ny A a 
number of old favorites—voice in homely fash- 
ion the poet’s greetings, an@ glorify the ties 
that bind kindly human hearts Be og ml 
where. Illustrated with many Hi ay 
by Will Vawter. 


Price: Per Copy, 50¢ net, by mail 
60c postpaid. 
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Sunday-school Commentaries, ’17 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


to-day stands unrivaled as an exposition and 
commentary on the Scriptures. Year by year 
its growth has been steady, but with constant 
and positive improvement. 

The value of the Inductive Method in the 
treatment of these lessons cannot be overesti- 
mated as a guide and stimulus to intelligent 
and appreciative study of the Bible itself, 
while the wealth of explanatory notes, crit- 
ical selections, and illustrations add greatly 
to the thorough and comprehensive view of 
the lesson itself. 

The systematic way in which this material 
is separated enables the teacher to easily 
place before his class a thorough outline of 
the lesson, and to explain and impress its 
teachings with appropriate illustrations and 
anecdotes. It also offers additional avenues 
for personal research and study. Price, postpaid, $1.25. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


Teachers everywhere recognize the impetus 
given to Sunday-school instruction by this mod- 
ern lesson guide. 

No small factor in ‘‘Tarbell’s’’ success has 
been its suitability for all grades. It guides 
teachers to an intelligent knowledge of what to 
teach and how to present it. 

In the 1917 ‘‘Tarbell’s,’’ teachers will each 
find a distinct avenue of ‘approach in teaching 
the lesson, with provision for every need. 

Four hundred ninety pages, large octavo, 
cloth. Postpaid, $1.25. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


A practical and comprehensive Commentary, with 
teaching plan, survey, applications, black-board ex- 
ercises, questions, and maps. Contains the lessons 
for a whole year. Cloth bound. Price, postpaid, 
60 cents. 
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COMBINATION OFFER 
We will send The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
($1.75), either new or renewal, for one year and 
Arnold s Practical Commentary, 1917 (60 cents, post- 
paid) for $2.00. 
Full remittance must accompany order when tak- 
ing advantage of this offer. 








VEST POCKET SELF-PRONOUNCING COMMENTARY ON THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS By J. M. Coon 

Pointed, spiritual, practical, comprehensive. For Teacher, Pastor, 
and Bible Students. With lesson text, teaching analysis, historical set- 
ting, maps, calendar, and daily Bible readings, Christian Endeavor 
Topics for the year, also motto, pledge, and benediction. 

Price, postpaid, cloth binding, 25 cents; red morocco binding, 35 
cents; red morocco interleaved edition, two blank pages between each 
lesson for notes, 50 cents. 


THE GIST OF THE LESSON By R. A. Torrey 


A vest pocket edition of the text and of practical comment upon the 
Sunday-school lessons for the entire year. For the busy teacher, officer, 
or scholar, permitting their using odd moments for lesson preparation. 
Price, postpaid, 25 cents. 
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NEW ENGLAND NOTES 
Boston, Mass.—The Sunday meetings in 


Boston continue with unabated fervor. Mr. 
Sunday’s strange power over men and wom- 
en continues to stagger the people. The 
record of trail-hitters is more than double 
that of any other city the evangelist has 
visited up to this time in the campaign. 
The contributions, too, are in excess of those 
of any other city by several thousand dollars. 
Mr. Sunday is a wonderfully capable man. 
He can preach as eloquently as any preacher 
ever listened to by your scribe, and when, 
for a time, he desists from his peculiar an- 
tics, one is made to feel that it is a grave 
misfortune that one so gifted as he should 
allow himself to descend to vaudeville in 
order, as he evidently believes, to attract 
the multitudes. More than 23,000 are said 
to have “hit the trail” up to yesterday, but 
one of the secretaries said on Tuesday night 
just before the meeting, 
as we were going down 
on a car together, that 
in his judgment, fully 
two-thirds were church 
members, and that 
probably at least one- 
half went for the sole 
purpose of getting a 
chance to shake hands 
with the famous evan- 
gelist. He told of one 
man who was asked for 
his name, address, and 
church preference, who 
told his questioner that 
he was a minister; he 
had simply come down 
the aisle to “get things 
started.” While these 
things are to be deplor- 
ed, yet as items of news 
of the great campaign 
should be passed on to - 
HERALD readers. Let it 
not be supposed that 
these are in themselves 
a true index to the 
meeting, any more than 
the accounts which ignore these things are 
a fair indication of the real character of the 
meetings. Such sermons as were preached 
on Tuesday afternoon and evening have in 
them a real gospel significance, and, de- 
spite the fact that he persists, in even such 
sermons, in putting slang into the mouth 
of Jesus, many are doubtless led to accept 
the real Christ. Wednesday afternoon and 
evening, however, the message seemed to 
have very little in it that would seem cap- 
able of helping any one to anything other 
than a more pronounced fanaticism. 

Amesbury, Mass.—Rev. R. G. English, 
the Amesbury pastor, is one of the fortu- 
nate ones whose expenses in attending the 
Sunday meetings are provided for by a 
member of the church who has been giving 
a great deal of money for other purposes, 
and who has taken great interest in Brother 
English, desiring that he should have the 
benefit of meetings of various kinds for in- 
creasing his usefulness. 
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Woodstock, Vt.—Rev. A. H. Morrill, D. 
D., pastor at Woodstock, is in attendance 
at the Sunday meetings, and is enjoying 
them the more because of a purse which 
he received from his good people, the move- 
ment having been initiated by his Bible 
class. To be privileged to carry about with 
one at such a time the assurance of inter- 
est in one’s comfort evinced by one’s people 
helps mightily in the enjoyment and profit 
accruing from attendance. The purse 
was of such substantial proportions, that 
the good doctor will not be compelled to 





32 to 24 pages. 
the writers for that department. 


far as possible. 
struct the editor to condense the matter. 
dance of work, we hope the writers will be considerate and not require the 
editor to condense the News From the Field, but it must be done. 
writer does not condense his matter, then the editor must do it. 
keep these suggestions in mind when you write.—EDITOR. 
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Soul-Winning | NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


“Amd they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the Srmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


lodge in an attic, nor feed on a erust while 
in Boston. 

West Mansfield, Mass.—The following 
clipping from the Attleboro Sun will tell 
its own story of the esteem in which Rev. 
C. H. Baldwin is held in West Mansfield: 


ASK REV. DR. BALDWIN TO STAY IN MANSFIELD 


Mansfield, Dec. 11—Learning that the services of 
Rev. Dr. Chries H. Baldwin, of West Mansfield, are 
desired in three other places, the people of the First 
Christian church, of which he is pastor, and other 
residents of West Mansfield, held a meeting last even- 
ing, following the regular service, and voted unani- 
mously that it was the sentiment that Rev. Dr. Bald- 
win should be notified of the desire of West Mans- 
field for a continuation of the minister’s labors in 
this field. Rev. Dr. Baldwin has been informed of 
the voice in favor of his remaining here. He has 
acknowledged the expression with thanks, but has 
not yet given his decision. The meeting was presided 
over by Torrey Young. Mr. Young, Charles Balcom, 
Fred Munroe, and others spoke. Rev. Dr. Baldwin 
has been pastor here for a year. It was shown that 
the church has been unusually prosperous under his 
leadership and that the membership has about doubled. 


ATTENTION 


A Word to the Writers of Field News:— 


For reasons already explained, beginning with the issue for January 
4, 1917, the size of “The Herald of Gospel Liberty” will be reduced from 
This necessitates much condensing on the part of 
In fact, all departments must be consider- 
ably reduced. The editorial space is cut by two pages and The American 
Christian Convention departments somewhat in proportion. 
ment for News From the Field must be cut down in like manner. 
wish a single writer less, but a larger number, if possible. 
room for a larger number, those who write must condense their matter 
as far as possible to give the facts. Leave out all items which are not of 
general interest to the brotherhood, and the items you do use, condense as 
If the writer does not so condense, then the trustees in- 
As we already have an abun- 


Lynn, Mass.—The ordination and mar- 
riage of Eugene Willard and Bessie O. 
Ham, just before their departure for India, 
where they are to take up missionary work, 
under the direction of our Board, without 
any corresponding obligation on the part 
of the Board for their support, took place 
in the People’s Christian church, on Sunday 
evening, December 10, beginning at seven 
o’clock. The ministers present were, the 
pastor, Rev. N. M. Heikes, Revs. Flora’M. 
Neagles, R. G. English, M. T. Morrill. M. J. 
Honsberger, and P. S. Sailer. The presi- 
dent of the Rockingham Conference acted 
as moderator. Because of the peculiarly 
useful position of Miss Ham in the com- 
munity, as the teacher of the Invincible 
Bible class, beside being influential as a 


- missionary force, the moderator assumed 


the responsibility of introducing an innova- 
tion in the form of an offering, giving the 
people of the community an opportunity to 
express their appreciation of the nature of 
the work Miss Ham had been engaged in, 
by giving some practical expression of their 
interest by trying to thus perpetuate the 
work so well begun. This will account for 
one item on the program as rendered:— 
Organ voluntary, Miss Randall; invoca- 
tion, Rev. Flora M. Neagles; hymn, con- 
gregation; Scripture, Rev. Flora M. Nea- 
gles; prayer, Rev. R. G. English; offertory, 
Miss Randall; solo, Miss Sailer; sermon, 
Rev. N. M. Heikes; hymn, congregation; 
presentation of candidates, Rev. R. G. Eng- 
lish; public examination, Rev. P. S. Sailer; 
ordaining prayer, P. S. Sailer; charge to 
candidates, Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D.; right 
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hand of fellowship, Rev. M. J. Honsberger; 
charge to home church, Rev. P. S. Sailer; 
response for home church, Rev. N. M. 
Heikes; hymn, congregation; benediction, 
Revs. Eugene and Bessie Willard. The wed- 
ding ceremony followed the ordination, and 
was performed by Rev. Flora M. Neagles, 
long-time friend of the bride, assisted by 
the pastor, Rev. N. M. Heikes. The Episco- 
pal service was used, observing the double 
ring exchange. The couple were attended by 
Deacon and Mrs. MacNichol, the bride being 
given away by Mrs. Mary Hoyt, of Laconia, 
N. H. The members of the Invincible Class 
acted as ushers and bridesmaids. A tiny 
couple served as ring-bearers. The church 
was crowded with interested and sympa- 
thetic friends, having more people packed 
into it than it was thought possible for the 
little edifice to hold. By actual count, there 
were said to be 575 people there. Even 
standing room was at a 
premium. There were 
% probably from one hun- 
dred to one hundred 
and twenty-five standing. 
Our new missionaries plan 
to stop over a short time 
in Japan, visiting our 
work there, thus getting 
into close personal touch 
with others engaged in the 
same glorious work. 
SAILER. 


We do not 
ILLINOIS 


Greenup, Dec. 15—Had 
a splendid meeting at 
Portersville last Sunday. 
They are having 
prayer-meetings and the 
Christian Endeavor is 
starting out fine. As pas- 
tor, was made glad to re- 
turn after our special 
meeting had closed and 
find everything in a good 
working order. I begin my 
special meeting at Pierson, Ill., January 6, 
1917, and the church has the promise of 
their ex-pastor, Rev. and Mrs. E. Miler, to 
be with us. Last Monday at Robinson, 
while waiting for a train, I had the priv- 
ilege of meeting with our evangelist, who 
is a member of the Southern Wabash Illi- 
nois Christian Conference, and a man of 
much power, who is holding a special meet- 
ing in Robinson, and attracting unusually 
large crowds. Brethren, give us your 
prayers.—S. PRICE. 


If the 
Please 


Bone Gap, Dec. 16—The meeting at Hord 
continues over Sunday. One man has been 
converted. The weather conditions are bad. 
The preachers have the grippe also. Bro. 
Bennett has not been able to be present at 
church the last two nights. Many times 
a good meeting is hindered by a series of 
complications, but we can only do our best. 
I do not know just where Brother Bennett 
will go from here. I expect to help at 
Bethsaida, Ind., beginning right after 
Christmas.—JOHN BAUGHMAN. 


Willow Hill—Began a revival at the 
Burnt Prairie Christian church, near 
Carmi, Illinois, November 26. The power 


of God was manifest from the very begin- 
ning. The weather was ideal. A full house 

eeted us each night. This is the home of 

ev. J. D. Wiggins, a faithful man of God. 
This is also the childhood home of Rev. A. 
H. Bennett. I had Rev. H. S. Early, the 
Baptist evangelist, and Anti-Catholic lec- 
turer, for a helper. His sermons were Bib- 
lical, shorn of clownishness and sensation- 
alism. Sermons that reached the heart and 
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mightily convinced the hearers. Closed De- 
cember 14, with eighteen conversions, and a 
genuine revival of the church. To God be 
all the glory. Rev. Early is a man of God 
—churches desiring evangelistic services 
will make no mistake in calling Rev. Early. 
His present address is Olney, Ill.—H. D. 
CATTE, Pastor. 


Hord—We are trying to hold meetings 
here, but odds seem to be against us. 
Weather has been very bad, and greatly 
hindered us. And then both preachers got 
sick. I am knocked out for a while with 
the “grip.” Hope to get better soon and 

able to resume my work. One man, 
forty-six years old, who has been very wick- 
ed, is glorious converted. His salvation is 
worth the effort of the meeting. “Uncle 
John” Snyder is very poorly—not able to 
get to church but twice. I ask the prayers 
of all in my behalf, that I may get my 
health and strength, so I can carry on the 
field work—A. H. BENNETT. 


_Newton, Dec. 15—The anniversary of the 
birth of Jesus will soon be here. It should 
be the means of making us more appreci- 
ative of all the blessings that are ours be- 
cause He came among us. His purpose in 
coming should be fully realized in each 
heart. He said, “I came that they might 
have life and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” The work at Newton moves 
on about as usual. The young people, with 
some assistance, are planning a splendid 
Christmas program, to be rendered Sunday 
night, December 24. The Christian En- 
deavor is to have an “Expert” Class, con- 
sisting of some eight or ten pupils. The 
books are to be ordered soon. The churches 
of this city are thinking seriously of plan- 
ning @ union revival effort to begin some 
time in the future. If this plan material- 
izes, as it likely will, the First Christian 
church may not attempt to hold a meeting 
of its own, but throw all its strength into 


the union campaign for souls.—E. C. GEED- 
ING. 


Avon, Dec. 13—We reached Avon Septem- 
ber 20 and entered upon our duties as pas- 
tor of Olive Christian church. A banquet 
and the sweet strains of “God Be With You 
Till We Meet Again,” were the closing 
memories of the good people of Lafayette 
congregation, and a warm-hearted reception 
by eight men with their teams, ready to 
place our goods in the splendid new par- 
sonage, and the banquet and reception that 
followed filled our hearts with gratitude 
for Christian fellowship. - This is a loyal 
people, with live Sunday-school, Christian 
Endeavor, and Missionary organizations. 
Their famous “Harvest Home” held its fifth 
anniversary festival, which was a success. 
Our special revival meetings are in prog- 
ress at this time. Pray for the Holy Spir- 
it’s anointing —J. W. MAXWELL, Pastor. 


Palestine—Have been on the wing for 
four weeks, visiting Dayton, Springfield, 
Vaughnsville, and other places. We had 
two weeks’ meetings at Vaughnsville. We 
were in the homes of Mrs. Murray, James 
Stevens, Ben. and Charles Smith, Edward 
Hathaway, Bros. Hidelbaugh, Walter and 
Henry Williams, and others. Here are some 
fine brethren. They want to get a minister 
that will fit into their work. They will pay 
$800 and a fair parsonage for whole-time 
service. They need a careful pastor and 
good preacher. While here we met Brother 
Agema, of Ottawa River church. He, his 
wife, and some of his people, came over 
several times and we were kindly aided by 
his presence. Brother G. B. Garner was 
also present. This is the boyhood home of 
Brother Garner. He has also been pastor 
here and has returned many times for fun- 
erals. His presence was helpful and a re- 
cital of the days of years gone by delight- 
ful. A half-day spent with Brother Bagby, 
of Columbus Grove, was the essence of 
brotherhood and kindness. I also met 
Judge Heidelbaugh of this church. A good, 
healthful growth is attending this church. 
Perhaps the most pleasant evening was my 
journey with two young men of twenty 
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years ago—Mr. Nisely and Prof. Taylor, of 
Springfield. Mr. Nisely is now one of the 
foremost business men of the city and Prof. 
Taylor one of the leading educators. I re- 
member them as young men, active in 
Christian Endeavor and of having married 
both of them. God be praised for the aid 
Christianity gives to the forming of Chris- 
tian manhood. Rev. Clem has certainly 
done a great work for the cause at Spring- 
field. I expect to now go to the old historic 
Bethany church of Ohio for a few days. — 
E. D. Hammond. 


INDIANA 


Mellott, Dec. 11—Rev. W. H. Martin has 
just closed one of the most inspiring re- 
vival services it has been my privilege to 
attend for many years. Night after night 
our new church building was filled and on 
several evenings to its utmost capacity, and 
the audience sat almost spellbound listening 
to Brother Martin’s sermons, which showed 
careful thought and an extensive knowledge 
of the subject. On last Sabbath morning 
Brother Martin used as a text this passage 
of Scripture, “And He went forward a 
little.” This certainly was a splendid ad- 
dress, full of thought and sweet spirit. A 
new but splendid feature was his illustrated 
talks to the children, which not only touch- 
ed the hearts of the children, but through 
them the hearts of the parents. This meet- 
ing closed with twenty-three additions to 
the church. Rev. Martin and family have 
been. with us only a few months, but we 
have learned to love them and they are 
proving themselves a blessing to the com- 
munity and especially the church.—OLLIE 
M. CARPENTER. 


Lebanon, Dec. 12—The Liberty church 
planned an all-day meeting for the first 
Sunday in December. At an early hour 
the scattered membershin of miles away 
began to come in, and the house was well 
filled at the hour of preaching. The study 
of the Sunday-school lesson was had at the 
usual hour, followed with a sermon by the 
pastor, after which a bountiful dinner was 
spread in the basement of the church. A 
special program for the afternoon, consist- 
ing of instrumental music, readings, and 
solos, had been prepared by Miss Marcrum, 
our efficient superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. The program was of a high order 
and was well rendered, after which the pas- 
tor preached a short sermon on experi- 


mental religion or “A Know-so Salvation.” ~ 


The day was ideal, and there was the larg- 
est attendance there had been in the church 
for many months. At the close of the serv- 
ice, the pastor and his wife were led to the 
basement, where they were presented with 
a large donation of high-priced eatables, 
and also a purse of several dollars in 
money. All of which was very much ap- 
preciated. The churches consisting of Os- 
borne Prairie, Fountain, and Sterling have 
formed a pastorate, with Bro. John Stover 
as pastor, who has, or will, locate at Veed- 
ersburg, which we think was the wise thing 
to do. If more of our churches would do 
the same, they would get better service and 
have better results. And the pastors would 
have less railroad fare and more with which 
to support his family. We have been read- 
ing THE HERALD for thirty years and we 
don’t think it was ever quite so good as it 
is now.—ROBINSON ASHBY. . 


IOWA 


Barnes City, Dec. 15—-THE HERALD OF 
GOSPEL LIBERTY came to-day and it surely 
contains much excellent matter, much for 
meditation and inspiration. We trust the 
visit of Dr. Coffin, President of The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention, to the Fairview 
church of this (Central Iowa) conference 
may be the beginning of a movement to re- 
suscitate the church. We are praying for 
God’s richest blessings upon the efforts to 
that end. If any of the churches of this 
conference have not taken the offering for 
The American Christian Convention, I hope 
when you read this year you may give the 
matter your attention and send in a good 
offering. My two churches gave $38.30, as 
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compared with $17.20 last year. I hope the 
other churches of the conference will do as 
well.—A. W. Hook, President Central Iowa 
Christian Conference. 


KANSAS 


Mound Valley, Dec. 18—The closing of 
the Maple City revival no doubt has been 
reported. I returned Saturday, after a 
week’s absence, for services over Sunday. 
Preached at Otto Saturday night and Sun- 
day afternoon. At Maple City Sunday at 
eleven and at night, and found the revival 
spirit as it was left, with enthusiastic Sun- 
day-school and Christian Endeavor, and a 
fine report of the mid-week prayer-meeting. 
All seem happy to know they are united in 
sweet fellowship. We will move to the work 
in a few weeks, praying that God will send 
the right man to soon take my place, that 
I may go on with this new work which our 
conference needs so much. Visited F. N. 
Vining at Elm City. Also preached visiting 
sermon. Brother Vining has been unani- 
mously chosen as pastor at Grant Mound. 
We congratulate them not only on their 
choice, but their unity and sweet spirit and 
enterprise—H. VERNON WINTER. 


ARKANSAS 


Jonesboro, Dec. 7—With kindness and 
love, I pen you a few lines to let you know 
where I am, and what I am doing. I am 
again this winter with our daughter at 
Jonesboro. One might think that all I have 
to do is to prepare to die, but it is not so. 
The mighty facts that stare me in the face 
is that I am alive, and have to live. I 
think, however, that when we approximate 
so closely the precious things, like bread, 
meat, and potatoes, and sometimes eggs, 
and feel that they hardly belong to earth, 
we cannot but feel that we will soon 
there, not because of, but for the lack of, 
those things. I have felt for some time that 
I ought to have written, for I have many 
dear friends in the HERALD field, but when 
they consider my infirmities, I know they 
will extend pardon, for it is with me now, 
do as you can, but not as you would like to 
do, so I will have to apologize for not taking 
advantage of the opportunity last fall, when 
I was on itinerary, through Illinois. I was re- 
ceived with such kindness and hospitality, 
and my wants were looked after so minute- 
ly, by the kind people of White Oak, while I 
was there, that I can never forget them, 
although they may have reasons to think 
that I have forgotten them. Also Brother 
Luther McCoy, and Brother Marion An- 
spaugh, in whose homes we were entertain- 
ed, meeting those dear ones that we often 
met. The life,of one we shall not meet 
again on earth, Grandma Anspaugh awaits 
us on the other side, with the glad good 
morning that has no evening. No one can 
help but love the charity and hospitality 
of those kind people. We were entertained 
at the home of Uncle Pete Tracy, and son 
George, while we were at White Oak, where 
one is made to feel at home every minute 
while he tarries. We journeyed from there 
to conference, which convened at the old 
historic New Liberty in southern Indiana, 
where we enjoyed a very good conference, 
Rev. Clarence Defur presiding. We are 
sorry to see a conference and church that 
has already celebrated its centennial and 
is smaller than it was a hundred years ago, 
but, like many of our families we look 
around and see, the offsprings are many. 
Again, we had a pleasant visit with Hau 
stadt, where it is our pleasure to know our 
old comrade, R. J. Ellis, is pastor, and from 
there to Union, where we always feel like 
a father, going to see his children, and from 
their acts of kindness and benevolence, they 
surely must feel the same way. We then 
dropped back to our old home, Sims, Illinois, 
where it seemed but a short time, yet we 
tarried almost two.weeks. While we were 
loath to leave our dear friends, we came 
to northeastern Arkansas, that we might 
carry some of our burdens to the home of 
our daughter, Cora, that she might help to 
bear them, and here we find ourselves 


battling with the high cost of living, trust- 
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ing that God will show us how to replenish 
the barrel of meal, and cruise of oil. We 
go on hoping for the best. As Christmas 
approaches, I am made to wonder how many 
are looking as expectantly for that gift, 
that He has promised, for He says, “I have 
come that they might have life, and have it 
more abundantly,” the greatest gift ever 
given unto man. We pray that all the world 
may be made recipients of the blessing of 
His great gift. “The good Shepherd” giv- 
eth His life for his sheep. Not as the world 
giveth, so we pray, “Lord give us this 
Christmas day the greatest of all gifts,” 
whether we receive gifts from the world or 
not. As we are finishing our letter to THE 
HERALD, we received the sad intelligence of 
the passing of Bro. H. M. Parkinson, with 
whom we have toiled many days in the 
Master’s vineyard. We also learned of the 
sad misfortune of our very dear friend, 
Judge J. L. Cooper, of Fairfield, Illinois. 
It seems that it comes to all of us, great 
or small. With a “God bless you all,” I 
send you greetings for this Christmas Day, 
begging to remain your brother in His 
name.—JOHN B. LITTELL, 436 N. Fisher St. 


KENTUCKY 


Fontana, Dec. 10—“What about THE HER- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY?” I was asked by a 
preacher of the Christian denomination and 
in reply I said that it is the oldest religious 
paper in the world, and if you are not a 
reader of it, you cannot fairly understand 
the principles as taught by the live workers 
of the Christian denomination. “Well,” he 
replied, “I read the Bible, and that is all 
that is necessary for me to know.” I an- 
swered, “Brother, the Bible is our rule of 
faith and practice and is over everything 
else. But do you not want to know of the 
progress of the work of the brotherhood of 
the denomination?” He failed to see the 
light, and I asked, “Do you remember Rev. 
A. P. Hurst, who left this State several 
years ago?” “Well, I guessI do! Where is 
he now, do you know?” “Sure I do, he is in 
Kansas.” “How do you know?” “I saw in 
THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY that he was 
present at a conference, and wrote him 
about you and all brethren that sat under 
the sound of his voice.” “Well, I would love 
to hear from him the best in the world.” 
“Well, brother, it is an easy matter. Just 
send one dollar and seventy-five cents and 
get THE HERALD each week and you will 
hear from him and all the live workers in 
the denomination.” We changed the sub- 
ject to other matters and just at the prop- 
er time he remarked to me, “Brother Gee, 
I want you to give me the dates of the 
origin, as you have the book that gives it, 
concerning Sunday-scheols.” “I have no 
such book.” 
“From the writings of men that knew.” 
“Well, I want you to give it to me.” 
“Brother, I understand that you say you 
find in the Bible all that is necessary for 
you to know and if you fail to find what 
you want in the Bible, you must do as I 
have done, go after it, with a little bit of 
money to support the Publishing House and 
they will put you on the track to find it.”— 
ROBERT GEE. 


MISSOURI 


Carthage, Dec. 10—I am eighty years 
along the journey of life. I have been a 
member of the Christian Church most of the 
time for sixty-seven years. I have been a 
reader of THE HERALD for seventy years, 
most of the time. I don’t think it was ever 
quite so good as it is now. I was ordained 
to the Christian ministry in 1864, fifty-two 
years ago. I was a member of what is now 
called The Miami Reserve Christian Confer- 
ence. I moved about a good deal in those 
days. At one time I lived in Marion, Ind., 
and from there to Kokomo, Ind., and was 
was pastor at Cassville, Ind., for two or 
three years. I was at Logansport, Ind., and 
Xenia, Ind., and finally came to Missouri, 
in 1881. Here I found only two or three 
people who were identified over in Kansas 
with the Christian Church. I had to work 
for a living all these years. I did what 
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preaching I could in Barton County and 
surrounding country, but never succeeded 
in organizing a church. I came to Lamar, 
Burton County, in the spring of 1881. We 
came here in 1915, in July. We found a 
good, strong Disciple church here, but no 
church of my early choice. I am not trying 
to preach any here—reason, age, and afflic- 
tion. I have been a shut-in now for nearly 
eighteen months on account of having dumb 
ague every other day. I am almost deaf. 
I enjoy reading my blessed Bible and THE 
HERALD, especially the editorials and the 
Question Box columns.—B. D. Hays, 305 
East Macon Street. 


NEW JERSEY 


Milford, Dec. 7—Our baby organization, 
The People’s Christian church, is now 
launching out on its second year, having 
reached its first anniversary, last Sunday, 
December 3. At the morning service, a 
special sermon in keeping with the occasion 
was delivered by our much-loved pastor, 
Rev. B. F. Hoagland. As we look back over 
the past year and recall to mind what pleas- 
ant associations we have had together and 
to marvel at the many things this “little 
church” (as it is commonly spoken of in this 
community) has been able to accomplish by 
the assistance of our Heavenly Father, we 
certainly do feel rather proud of our mem- 
bership and as if we would like to sing the 
doxology. At the present time, the base- 
ment of the church is undergoing repairs, 
which is making a decided improvement to 
the property. We hope to have a new hot- 
air heating furnace installed before the first 
of the year. During this month, our male 
members will be busy with the “every-mem- 
ber-canvass campaign,” as our official board 
will put the finances on a budget system and 
have adopted the duplex envelope system 
for the coming year. On Christmas Eve, 
Sunday night, December 24, our Sunday- 
school will hold its Christmas service, en- 
titled “The Visit of the Wise Men.” In 
closing, the writer wishes to say that too 
much credit cannot be given to Brother 
Hoagland for the wonderful success and 
splendid prosperity of the People’s Chris- 
tian church during the year just past. We 
wonder how many other ministers would 
walk for miles in the rain or snow in order 
to be of service in lifting up some one who 
has grown discouraged or made a misstep 
in his young, unexperienced Christian 
life? How many other ministers would be 
willing to work day after day at hard labor 
assisting in the repair of a church or go 
out in the corn-field and help one of their 
membership with his belated crop? Yes, if 
we could pay our pastor a larger salary, 
we would not be paying him near what his 
services are worth to us.—SCRIBE. 


OHIO 


Ripley, Dec. 12—Rev. T. F. Bagby spent 
last week at Pisgah, preaching from Mon- 
day to Friday nights inclusive and visiting 
among the people during the day. There 
was considerable interest manifest and a 
desire to continue the meetings, but Brother 
Bagby had to leave for his regular place 
of preaching. At the recent conference he 
was appointed to look after pastorless 
churches and while here led the people in 
making some plans for the future which 
may lead to the hiring of a regular 
preacher.—L. M. 


Bethel, Dec. 12—Our special meetings at 
Point Isabel, Clermont County, which began 
November 21 and closed Sunday night, De- 
cember 3, were a blessing to the church and 
vicinity. The meetings were well attended 
and at times the large house was completely 
filled with interested and very attentive 
audiences. Fourteen persons rofessed 
faith in Jesus and one renewed his cove- 
nant with the Lord and also united with the 
church. Rev. H. Russell Clem, pastor of 
our Springfield church, and the two mission 
points there, was with us from the second 
evening of the meeting to the close and 
preached fourteen splendid sermons, which 
were thoroughly enjoyed by all who heard 
him. Brother Clem is one of our very 
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ablest preachers. His sermons are well 
wrought out, clear, logical, strong, spirit- 
ual, but never sensational, and always ap- 
pealing to the judgment of his hearers. 
Both pastor and people at Point Isabel 
were truly delighted with his work, which 
will not soon be forgotten and for all of 
which they “thank God and take courage.” 
—R. H. McDANIEL. 


Troy, Dec. 12—The Troy News of yester- 
day gave the following account of a service 
unique in character, which was held by Dr. 
Etter in the Christian church on Sunday, 
December 10: 

The first of the Junior Congregation services was 
held Sunday morning with most gratifying results. 
The major parts of the service were taken by the 
Juniors, including the Scripture lesson and Lord’s 
Prayer. The sermon was designed especially for them 
although the parents seemed to understand and ap- 
preciate it also. Similar services will be planned for 
each month. The graduating exercises for the Train- 
ing for Service Class were held at seven o’clock. This 
occasion represented a real achievement on the part 
of the class members, as each received the diploma 
of The International Sunday School Association, with 
the seal and signatures of these officers as well as 
those of the Ohio organization. The address of Prof. 
M. A. Honline was of such character as one rarely 
hears. His arguments were grounded on the religious 
basis of western progress and the gradual develop- 
ment of civilization, culminating in the giving of the 
English Bible to our forbears in Europe and Britain, 
together with the blessings of civil and religious lib- 
erty that has come to us as a consequence. He is a 
man of rare power and keen spiritual vision. The 
school numbered 421, with sixty-seven men in class 
six. Next Sunday night, N. K. Dahlwani, a native 
of India, will tell about Christianity and its effect 
upon his people. He will dress in native costume. 
This man recently gave a very interesting talk before 
our public schools. 


Versailles, Dec. 12—A little over one year 
has elasped since we began the pastoral 
work with the Christian church here. At 
present all departments are doing splendid 
work, the Sunday-school is gaining in at- 
tendance and interest, the mid-week prayer- 
meeting and Bible School are an inspiration 
to the church. The Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society is doing @ 
splendid work. Since the Home Mission 
Week services, not only this organization 
but the church in general has awakened to 
her responsibility. A Christian Endeavor 
society will be organized at the beginning 
of the year. There are now about thirty 
volunteer members. Since last March, have 
held an afternoon service twice per month 
with the Willow Dell church. This church, 
with a membership of only eighteen, is 
loyal, and they are doing a splendid work. 
At present am conducting a revival there. 
No accessions, as yet, but renewed interest 
from night to night. Am expecting visible 
results soon. During our stay here have 
conducted twenty-four funeral services, 
performed several marriage ceremonies, 
and made many calls; truly the field is 
white and ready for the harvest. God grant 
that we may continue and that much good 
may be accomplished through the united 
effort of pastor and parish—HILEY BAKER. 


Laura, Dec. 7—We are under the pastor- 
ate of Rev. J. M. Sinift, formerly of Wil- 
liamsport, Ohio. He moved his family here 
the first of September, when he began his 
work with us. We have learned to love 
him and his family and with united efforts 
we are looking forward to great things for 
the Master in this community. We have. 


‘just closed our special revival services, 


which have meant a great strengthening of 
the membership, one accession on profes- 
sion of faith, and there are still others we 
are expecting as there was much good seed 
sown during our series of meetings. 
Thanksgiving happened to be Brother Sin- 
ift’s birthday. His wife planned a sur- 
prise on him and kept him in the dark un- 
til about some thirty-five of his neighbors 
and friends went walking in his home with 
well-filled baskets, the contents of which 
was enjoyed at the noon hour. After din- 
ner, Brother W. C. Williamson gave an ap- 
propriate Thanksgiving address, and in be- 
half of their neighbors and friends pre- 
sented Brother Sinift and family with a 
large French-plate mirror, which was very 
much appreciated by them. Brother Wil- 
liamson very ably compared our gift with 
the gospel mirror, which we must all look 
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into daily to see ourselves as God sees us. 
This was followed by a response and prayer 
by Brother Sinift. So it was not only a day 
of feasting on temporal blessings, but, best 
of all, feasting at the -Master’s table. At 
two p. m., we had prayer and praise service 
at the church, which was a service long to 
be remembered by the divine Spirit, which 
so richly overshadowed us.—P. M. HANs- 
BARGER, Church Clerk. 


GULPH MILLS, PA., LETTER 


Last Sunday was one of unusual interest 
at the Gulph church. Our morning attend- 
ance was unusually good and real interest 
was manifest in the congregation. In the 
afternoon, at the hour for the meeting of 
our Men’s Bible Class, the Ministerial 
Union of West Conshohocken, including the 
Baptist, Holiness, and Christian churches, 
held a general meeting, the Bible class co- 
operating. The attendance at that service 
was large and the interest pronounced. The 
Glee Club of the Bible class furnished the 
music, and all the pastors of the union par- 
ticipated in the exercises. Rev. A. J. Davies, 
pastor of the East Conshohocken Baptist 
church delivered an address of unusual 
power on the “Larger Interest.” The 
thought was far-reaching and left a deep 
impression on the audience. Mr. L. J. Pal- 
mer, teacher of the Bible class, who is a 
Christian lawyer, made an interesting talk 
on the relation between the Bible class and 
the Ministerial Union. The unification of 
Christian forces in this community for the 
past few years has done much to over- 
shadow, and destroy even, any lines of di- 
vision that may have existed, and our 
Men’s Bible Class and the Ministerial Union 
cooperating have done much to reach that 
end. Between the morning and afternoon 
services, the pastor and deacons visited 
Brother Henderson Miller and had the 
Lord’s Supper with him. He has been a 
leading member, and a most useful one for 
a long number of years, but now is confined 
to his home by partial paralysis. On the 
previous Sunday we in like manner visited, 
with the Supper, Sister Maria Barr and 
Sister T. H. Pearson, both of whom have 
been devoted and active members for a long 
time, but are now prevented by sickness, 
Sister Pearson being paralyzed and Sister 
Barr being held by an invalid husband and 
declining health. Our evening service Sun- 
day was well attended and a number of 
—— were present.—M. W. BUTLER. 

ec. 12. 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN CONFERENCE 


Morey, MICH., 
Aug. 24, 1916. 

Second annual session of the Northern 
Michigan Christian Conference opened 
Thursday, August 24, 1916, at 7:30 p. m., 
by song service. Prayer by Rev. Havens. 
Welcome address by Jessie Miller. Re- 
sponse by Rev. L. G. Scherlitz. Song. Mo- 
tion made and carried that Home Commit- 
tee have power to revise program if neces- 


sary. Visiting delegates welcomed. Bene- 
diction by Rev. L. G. Scherlitz. 


FRIDAY MORNING 


Opened at 9:00 a. m. by song service, 
led by Bert. Barner. Prayer service. Song. 
Praise Service. Roll-call. Reading of by- 
laws. By-laws amended and accepted by con- 
ference. Motion made and carried that 
Section III., Article V., Miscellaneous, be 
struck from the by-laws. Motion made and 
carried that a committee be appointed to 
draft an article to fill place of that struck 
from by-laws, said committee to be called 
a Committee on Substitution. The following 
were appointed as members of Committee 
on Substitution:—Thomas Cook, Chairman, 
Willard Criswell, Lemon Reedy. Report on 
Publication by Rev. Emma Reedy, read and 
accepted. “The Fields Are White: Who 
Shall Garner?” was subject of discussion 
led by Rev. Scherlitz. Song. Benediction 
by Thomas Cook. 
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


Conference opened at 2: 30 p. m., by song 
and praise service. Discussion on “Mis- 
sions,” led by Thomas Cook. “Difficulties 
of Our Conference and How to Overcome 
Them,” by Rev. Emma Reedy. Recitation, 
“Our New Church House,” by Miss Wilson. 
Song by congregation. Business and an- 
nouncements by President Robbins. Bene- 
diction by Thomas Cook. 


FRIDAY EVENING SESSION 


Conference opened at 7: 30 p. m., by song 
service, led by Wm. Hicock. Motion made 
and carried that the morning session, Sat- 
urday, August 26, be omitted. In the ab- 
sence of Rev. Judy, Rev. Robbins was called 
to take the subject assigned Rev. Judy. 
Committee on Examination called upon to 
examine Brother Wm. Hicock as a candi- 
date for ordination. Annual address by 
Rev. Emma Reedy. Song by congregation. 
Committee on Examination called upon to 
report, and reported as follows: “We, the 
Committee on Examination, recommend 
Bro. Wm. Hicock as a fit candidate for or- 
dination and as such to become a member 
of the Northern Michigan Christian Confer- 
ence.” Report accepted. Praise service led 
by Rev. Robbins. Song by Summerbell 
Reedy. Benediction by Rev. Robbins. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


Conference opened at 2: 30 p. m., by song, 
Prayer by Rev. A. Havens. “Why I Am a 
Member of the Christian Church,” by Rev. 
Robbins. Miscellaneous business. Report 
by Committee on Churches read and ac- 
cepted: 


We, your Committee on Churches, submit the fol- 
lowing report for the year 1916 :—Number of churches 
reporting, 4; number having regular preaching, 3; 
total membership, 209; additions during year, 57; 
losses, 5; number contributing to support: of 
churches, 88; paid pastors’ salary, $186.00; improve- 
ments, $25.44; local churches’ expenses, $6.01; total 
benevolence, $9.26; those having Sunday-schools, 4; 
those having Christian Endeavor, 2; Ladies’ Aids, 4; 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTYS taken, 3. 

Resolved, That pastors having charge of churches 
within the jurisdiction of this conference be urged 
to send théir reports to conference. 

LEMON REEDY, Committee, 


Ministerial Report by Thomas Cook read 
and accepted: 


Ministerial report for the year 1916:—Members re- 
ceived during the year, 57; number baptized during 
year, 31; collections taken as follows—American 
Christian Convention, 1; Foreign Missions, 1; Home 
Missions, 2; Sunday-school Department, 1; sermons 
preached, 218; sermons or addresses on the following 
subjects—Foreign Missions, 7; Home Missions 10; 
Sunday-school Work, 21; Christian Endeavor Work, 
15; Temperance and Social Reform, 4. Subscribers 
to THE HERALD OF GosPEL LIBERTY, 3; subscriptions 
ae for THE HERALD OF GosPEL LiperTY during 
year, 2. 

Date of this report, August 26, 1916. 

THOMAS COOK. 


Sunday-school report by Rev. Emma 
Reedy read and accepted: 


We, your Committee on Sunday-schools, submit 
the following report for the year 1916:—Sunday- 
schools reporting, 3; Cradle Roll, none; Home De- 
partment, none; Conversions to church, 4; Special 
temperance instruction, 2; Sunday-schools in some 
Sunday-school Convention, 2; Organized Classes, 1; 
number pupils enrolled, 140; number officers, 16; 
number teachers, 11; average attendance, 77; those 
taking our own supplies, 2; amount for school sup- 
plies, $66.78; amount for other work, $22.50; total 
amount collected, $89.28. 

Resolved, That we each strive to raise the standard 
of our Sunday-schools as high as possible for us to 
attain, in every way possible. 

Resolved (2), That we each strive to encourage 
each Sunday-school to report, be it ever so small. 

Resolved (3), That we encourage our Spnday- 
schools to connect themselves with some Sunday- 
school Convention work. 

Signed by committee, 
Mrs. LEMON REEDY. 


Condolence Committee called to report 
and reported as follows: 


We, your Committee on Condolence, submit the 
following report: 

We learn, on coming to our conference, that Rev. 
Arnold, one of our number, and a brother in the 
ministry, is lying at, or near, the point of death. 

Resolved (1), That we ask our secretary to send a 
letter of greeting, consolation, and comfort to this 
our brother, enclosing a copy of these resolutions to 


im. 

Resolved (2), That we stand as a body, with bowed 
heads, showing our submission to God’s will, while 
Rev. Havens offers prayer in his behalf, and our 
remembrance of him. 

The Angel of Death has not passed us by during 
the year, but visited the home of one of our mem- 
bers, Rev. Lawton Reedy and wife, taking their little 
son and only child, Ralph. 
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Resolved, That we exend to them the hand of 
sympathy, with greeting and remembrance from this 


‘Nor the angel has not failed to cull some of the 
branches from our churches. The Pleasant Valley 
church was called to give up one of their number. A 
home made to feel the loss of a mother, Mrs. Irma 
Gaffney. 

Forest Hill church likewise has a motherless home, 
for one of their number was taken from their midst, 
Mrs. Ada Daniels. 

Resolved, That the delegates of these churches bear 
to these homes the greeting, consolation, and sym- 
pathy of this body. 

Resolved,-That a copy of these resolutions be print- 
ed in THE HERALD oF GOSPEL LIBERTY, and put on 
record of the conference minutes, also a copy sent to 
Rev. Arnold, Rev. Lawton Reedy and wife, and 
Pleasant Valley and Forest Hill churches. Be it 
further 

Resolved, That this body stand with bowed head, 
while Rev. Robbins offers a prayer in behalf of these 
who feel their loss so greatly. 

EmMaA_ REEDY, 
Rosa BARNER, 
Committee. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


Secretary ordered to cast ballot for entire 
conference, for president and vice-president. 

Ballot as follows: “In behalf of the 
Northern Michigan Christian Conference, I 
east the ballot as follows :—President, Rev. 
J. W. Robbins; Vice-President, Thomas 
Cook. . 

A. J. Powell elected, by motion, as treas- 
urer of conference. : 

Willard Criswell elected, by motion, as 
secretary of conference, to hold office as 
long as he proves satisfactory. 

Committee on Substitution called to re- 
port, and reported as follows: 

We, your Committee on Substitution, recommend 
the following to fill the place of Section 3, Article 5, 
Miscellaneous, which was struck from by-laws: 

Order of Qualification for Membership— 

I. Evidence of a call to the ministry. 

II. The candidate must be recommended by the 
church of which he or she is a member 


Ill. Faith in, and an intelligent knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures. 


IV. A fair knowledge of the pronunciation of 
English words. 

V. Ability to read in a clear and intelligent way. 

VI. A fair knowledge of the elementary principles 
of English grammar. 

VII. Clear evidence of usefulness. 

VIII. If coming from another denomination, such 
applicant cannot be admitted until expiration of one 
year, unless holding the same position for which 
application is made, and all applicants must present 
a recommendation from the conference of which they 
are members. 

A Program Committee for next annual 
conference was appointed as follows:—Rev. 
Emma Reedy, Chairman, Mrs. Rosa Bar- 
ner, Mrs. L. G. Scherlitz. The program to 
include Foreign Missions, Home Missions, 
and Temperance. ‘ 

A committee was appointed to set place of 
next annual conference. ‘Thomas Cook, 
Chairman, Rev. L. G. Scherlitz. 

Song by Summerbell Reedy. Song by 
congregation. Dismissed by Brother Bert 
Barner. 


SATURDAY EVENING SESSION 


Opened, 7: 30 p. m.,-by song service. Bill 
of $3.05 presented to conference, to cover 
expenses incurred by president and secre- 
tary for postage, supplies, etc. Bill al- 
lowed. Rev. Havens called to the pulpit, 
preaching from 2 Timothy 2. Song, “Watch 
and Pray,” by children. Ordination of Rev. 
Wm. Hicock. Song, “Leaning on the Ever- 
lasting Arms.” Charge to the candidate 
given by Thomas Cook. Right hand of fel- 
lowship extended the candidate by Rev. Em- 
ma Reedy. Prayer by Rev. Scherlitz. Com- 
munion service. Praise service. Collection 
of $3.60 taken. Benediction by Rev. Hicock. 


SUNDAY MORNING SESSION 


Sunday-school, 9:30 a. m. Devotion led 
by Brother Thomas Cook. Rev. Havens 
called to the pulpit and preached a power- 
ful sermon from Romans 6:1. Songs, 
“Through the Shining Gate,” and “Harvest- 
er, Harvester.” Praise service. Dismissed 
by Rev. Havens. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


Opened at 2:00 p. m., by song. First 
uarterly conference set for Maple Grove 
hristian church, November 23-26, 1916. 
Song by Young People’s Bible Class. Reci- 
tation, “The Converted Rum-seller.” Song, 
“Twin Ballots.” Recitation by Glen Ev- 
banks. Song, “The Drunkard’s Lone 











ae ek. eee 


ae wie eee See ee, OC ot &, 


lS ls ee ee, ee ae ee 


DECEMBER 21, 1916 


Child,” by Summerbell Reedy. Recitation, 
by Miss Weaver. Song by the Juniors. 
Temperance address by Rev. Hoyt, of Lake 
City, Mich. Reading by Rev. Havens. Dis- 
missed by Rev. Hoyt. 


SUNDAY EVENING SESSION 


Opened at 7: 00 p. m., by President Rob- 
bins. Rising vote of thanks given by vis- 
iting delegates to Forest Hill for the royal 
way in which they -had been entertained. 
A conference committee appointed to in- 
vestigate location for a new Christian 
church to be erected; Rev. Emma Reedy, 
Chairman, Nicholas Smith, Mrs. McBrian. 
Bert Barner elected as assistant secretary 
of conference. Collection of $4.71 received. 
Devotion and song service led by Rev. L. G. 
Scherlitz. Motion made and supported that 
secretary order 200 copies of the by-laws 
of this conference to be printed. Motion 
made and carried that secretary have the 
minutes of this conference printed in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. Song, “Harv- 
ester, Harvester,” by congregation. Rev. 
Robbins called to the pulpit and delivered 
a very interesting sermon on “Daniel in 
the Lions’ Den.” Praise service, greatly 
enjoyed by all. Song, “Face to Face,” by 
Miss Stewart. Song by congregation, “ God 
Be With You Till We Meet Again.” Dis- 
missed by Rev. Robbins. 

WALTER CRISWELL, Secretary. 


ABSTRACT FROM REMARKS AT 
FUNERAL OF REV. C. C. PEEL 


_ BY REV. J. U. NEWMAN, Ph. D., D. D. 


The forty years in the wilderness are 
drawing to anend. The life-work of Moses, 
the man of God, is nearly closed. His great 
life’s purpose and most cherished plans are 
far from completed. Of Canaan, the land 
to which he would lead the hosts of Israel, 
he shall have only a near view. His main 
purpose has failed. His work is far from 
finished. 


Is he thinking of his failure, of Israel’s 
disappointment? That God has forgotten 
His promises? No, his thoughts are on 
God and Israel’s future, Israel’s hope. He 
ascends some commanding eminence, before 
him stretched for many a mile, over valley 
and plain, the tents of the thousands of 
Israel, who as children and youths, forty 
years before, left Egypt. That generation 
who started with him sleep with their fath- 
ers, swept away by plague, earthquake, and 
fire, on account of disobedience. 

Away to the land of Moab range above 
range rise the eternal granite mountains. 
His thoughts dwell on the contrast between 
the eternal hills and the brief life of man— 
the permanent and the transitory. He asks 
himself, “How shall man become eternal? 
His life more permanent and abiding than 
the eternal hills?” All through the past his- 
tory of Israel he sees the hand of God, and 
with a faith born of Israel’s experience of 
God, he cries, “God, Israel’s Redeemer, Thou 
hast been our dwelling-place in all genera- 
tions,” etc. 

Faith’s answer is, “Let man link his life- 
purposes and work with the eternal God, 
let the pilgrim of earth come into this eter- 
nal dwelling-place, and his life and his work 
shall be as permanent and as abiding as the 
everlasting God.” Then Moses prays that 
Israel may see the bright light that is al- 

s shining on every cloud passing over 

Goa’ ’s children—that they may see His lov- 
ing providence in all His dealings, sym- 
bolized by the pillar of cloud and fire that 
led them forty years in the wilderness. 

When the darkness of night came over 
God’s advancing hosts, that which by day 
had been a cloud became a guiding pillar 
of fire. Every cloud darkening the horizon 
of God’s children brightens as the night of 
sorrow and affliction darkens, or is driven 
away by God’s tempered wind. 

Canaan, to which he had promised to lead 
Israel, still lies far over the Jordan. His 
feet shall never touch its sacred soil. He 
shall die and leave Israel on the plains of 
Moab, but God’s hand has been holding the 
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COMMENDED BY ALL DENOMINATIONS 
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angel of Israel. He moves among the 
golden candlesticks and no man shall pluck 
them out of His hand. If they are still His 
servants, God will raise up another and he 
shall lead them across the Jordan and every 
foot of Canaan they place-their foot on shall 
be theirs, and their children in generations 
to come shall see God’s glory and ious 
favor in all their history, and estab- 
lished forever shall be the work of 
their hands, because they made the eternal 
God their refuge and underneath them were 
the Everlasting Arms. 

Moses’ experience is that of every child 
of God. Humanly speaking, he leaves his 
life-task unfinished. At the end of life he 
has only reached a Nebo and seen the dis- 
tant outlines of his life’s ambition—a refor- 
mation begun, an enterprise ne 
plans just put into operation, an then he 
is called to the lonely vale, when to human 
appearances his work, his family, church, 
state, society, needed him most. 


The great work Moses had undertaken 
was only begun. This is true ¢ ae os 
It was true of Jesus Himself. oo 
of his life of Christ as what ; me egan 
to do and to teach. Some persons had been 
healed, some hearts cheered, some lives 
made better, leavening truths put into a 
few minds. The many things of His is larger 
purposes and work, even His own disciples 
could not understand while He was with 
them in the flesh. He must go away, that 
human limitations may be removed, that 
their own spiritual perception may 
ym ge nae and be far enough removed for 

em to get a right perceptive of Christ 
as the perfect Revelation of God. 

There was no — light in the cloud 
that gathered over Gethsemane, that hun 
its nightly shroud over Calvary and hi 
Him whom they thought should restore the 
kingdom to I They thought 
Master’s work had ended in failure and the 
last star of hope had set behind a cloud, 
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but when they saw Jesus in the cloud above 
their loved Olivet, they realized that their 
own work was just beginning. All that Je- 
sus began to do and teach was to live in 
them, and that Jesus who was dead and is 
alive again was to appear in them and 
through them in the Church of God. 

Jesus is more alive to-day than ever. 
Paul is more alive. Every man who has 
united his life-plan to God lives in the 
hearts, characters, and achievements of 
others. 

To live in Christ, to die is gain, says the 
great apostle. To live is to learn of Christ, 
to die is to know Him; to live is to serve, 
to die is to enjoy the reward of service. 
To live is to be abased for His sake, to die 
is to be exalted by Him; to live is to learn 
a few things of Him, and His purposes, to 
die is to see Him as He is and know that 
He doeth all things well; to live is to learn 
enough of His love to say, “What manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that 
we should be called the sons of God?” To 
die is to awake in His likeness and be satis- 
fied; to live is to have every thought, feel- 
ing, and impulse refracted and reflected by 
my own infirmities and again refracted and 
reflected by the limitations of others, so 
that in this life, no thought, feeling, or pur- 
pose reveals my true self. I see no star 
or planet just where they are, or as they 
are. First, their own atmosphere refracts 
and reflects every ray of light coming to 
me and again each of these rays is refract- 
ed and reflected by the atmosphere of the 
earth. 

In my study of star and planet, I shall 
draw many an imperfect, not to say, er- 
roneous conclusion, but still such study is 
to learn more and more of the glories of 
astronomy. To live is to know more and 
more of Christ for the sake of others, to 
die is to know more of Christ for my own 
enjoyment and satisfaction. 


In this life God has given us a body best 
adapted for contact with a physical world. 
To live is to receive the largest and best 
human limitations and environments can 
give me, to die is to have a body freed from 
human limitations, disease, and suffering, 
perfect in its adaptation to that life of in- 
finite and perfect revelation of God, and 
from that life there shall come to my 
friends and loved ones a reflection of my 
real self, through a spiritual atmosphere, 
that neither refracts nor reflects a single 
ray from a personality that Christ is mak- 
ing like unto His own glorious self. 

To live is to see only one room in my 
Father’s house of many mansions. It’s my 
Father’s exposition building in which He 
has placed so many exhibits of His uni- 
verse, of the New Jerusalem, the heavenly 
country, that as I wander through its halls 
and galleries, see its beauties, hear a few 
of the melodies, I would fain live on here 
forever. To die is to enter another room in 
the same building, where the finite has be- 
come the infinite; the imperfect, the per- 
fect; the earthly, the heavenly. Where all 
I knew, loved, and longed for in this earthly 
mansion has been multiplied by infinite love. 
Then I look back to my limited, broken life 
and know it was my Father’s stairway to 
this other room in His many mansions. My 
Savior gathers up the broken threads of my 
life, makes them into a cord that binds me 
to every life I have touched on earth, and 
my Guardian Angels sends for me, ever and 
anon, wireless messages to loved ones on 
earth, and the message comes back, that 
every true thought, every good deed, every 
loving word, lives on multiplying in the 
lives of those whom I helped in yonder 
world, and, at last, I behold Him, I see 
all His larger purposes fulfilling, and in 
a likeness and in his presence I am satis- 

ed. 


Elon College, N. C. 


“A fine lady tossed her head and said, 
‘Mr. Brown, I do not believe in foreign mis- 
sions,’ and before I thought I said, ‘Neither 
did Judas.’ "—Brown. 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 


The third quadrennial meeting of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, held in St. Louis, December 6- 
11, was called by some of those who attend- 
ed its sessions the greatest gathering to 
date of the Christian forces of America. 
This does not refer to the number in at- 
tendance. There were fewer than five hun- 
dred delegates. These were present as rep- 
resentatives of thirty Protestant denomina- 
tions with an aggregate membership of 
eighteen million. 

It was a great assemblage because of the 
weight and seriousness of the subjects pre- 
sented for discussion. It was momentous 
because of the awful world conditions which 
occupied much of its attention and its 
prayers. Perhaps it was greatest of all be- 
cause of the beautiful spirit of courtesy and 
Christian love which characterized all of 
its discussions. 

Rev. Frank Mason North, one of the sec- 
retaries of the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, was elect- 
ed president. Rev.-Charles S. Macfarland, 
Rev. Rivington D. Lord, and Mr. Alfred R. 
Kimball were reelected general secretary 
and corresponding secretary and treasurer, 
respectively. 

The actual business of the meeting was 
concerned chiefly with the reports of the 
commissions of the Federal Council, prepar- 
ed beforehand with great care and placed 
in the hands of the delegates in printed 
form. These reports comprised earnest and 
most thorough discussion of the questions 
appropriate to each commission. The com- 
missions are really the heart of the Federal 
Council organization. They are as follows, 
given in the order in which their reports 
were made: 

The Commission on— 

Home Missions, 

State and Local Federations, 
Inter-Church Federations, 

The Church and Country Life, 
Foreign Missions, 
International Justice and Good-Will, 
Oriental Relations, 

Family Life, 

Sunday Observance, 
Temperance, 

Christian Education, 
Evangelism, 

The Church and Social Service. 

The reports will be brought together in 
seven or eight published volumes as early 
as possible. Space will permit scarcely 
more than a brief review of the reports of 
some of the commissions. 

The Commission on Evangelism magni- 
fied its office by putting evangelism in the 
first and most vitally fundamental place in 
the work of the Church, and from this claim 
there was no dissent. The proposal to in- 
augurate a nation-wide evangelistic cam- 
paign under the direction of this commis- 
sion was not adopted, chiefly because evan- 
gelistic methods vary widely in the constitu- 
ent bodies. Strangely, perhaps, the warm- 
est champions of the professional evangel- 
ist were Presbyterians and those maintain- 
ing the most critical attitude were Method- 
ists. It was recommended that evangelists 
be regulated by the various denominations 
so that professional evangelists, appealing 
to churches for support, may be brought 
under some control, as are pastors of 
churches. It was urged that at least they 
have a more definite official status than at 
present. Emphasis was placed upon the 
value of pastoral evangelism and upon sim- 
ultaneous evangelistic campaigns under 
pastoral direction. Such an evangelistic cam- 
paign without the aid of professional evan- 
gelists has been astonishingly successful 
during the past four years in Indianapolis, 
the results being said to eclipse those se- 
cured under the direction of Mr. Sunday in 
many cities. It was at the same time as- 
serted by an Indianapolis delegate that the 
churches of his city are now making an 
effort to secure the services of Mr. Sunday 
for a special campaign. 

The report of the Commission on the 
Church and Social Service, while dealing 
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with social and industrial conditions, was 
concerned chiefly with social and industrial 
relations. It took its stand upon a platform 
of industrial democracy as the only plat- 
form upon which the principle of Christian- 
ity in labor and industry can be adequately 
expressed. It strongly asserted that an in- 
dustrial feudalism cannot exist in an 
industrial democracy. The development of 
Christianity in church and state requires 
industrial peace, but there can be no peace 
in industry unless justice is realized and 
what justice is cannot be determined by a 
small minority composed of those who own 
and control the industries of the country, 
but only by the common consent of all the 
elements concerned. If the teachings of Je- 
sus mean political democracy, they must 
mean also industrial democracy. The Church 
should clearly teach the principle of co- 
operative relations in industry to the fullest 
extent. This does not mean socialism, but 
it does mean the fullest and widest pos- 
sible cooperative ownership and control of 
industry. The report deals with such wel- 
fare conditions as unemployment, housing, 
recreation, commercialized vice, prison re- 
form, the status of women in industry, child 
labor, infant mortality, a living wage, cost 
of living, dangerous trades, the evil results 
of the manufacture and sale of liquor, the 
unusual and unnecessary strains of life and 
preventable diseases. All of these social 
programs are discussed from a deeply re- 
ligious and _ spiritual view-point. The 
Church cannot prosper in a nation where 
anti-social conditions persist. A nation 
cannot become Christian in which two per 
cent. of the population owns sixty per cent. 
of the wealth. The supreme social function 
of the Church is said to be to educate the 
community in the fundamentally spiritual 
realities which underly these movements of 
social progress, to uphold the ideals by 
which they are conceived, to develop the at- 
mosphere in which they are born, the in- 
dividuals who will carry them to maturity, 
and the spiritual power which will make 
them effective. 

Three well-known, wealthy laymen dis- 
cussed the report and approved it. Mr. A. 
A. Hyde, of Wichita; Mr. A. R. Kimball, of 
New York, and Mr. George Warren Brown, 
of St. Louis. Mr. Brown is president of the 
Brown Shoe Company, and is a large em- 
ployer of labor. He presented a resolution 
asking that the local church federations in- 
vestigate industrial conditions in their cities 


and report their findings to the Commission , 


on the Church and Social Service. 

The report of the Commission on Temper- 
ance was particularly interesting and time- 
ly, because it was read in St. Louis, and in 
Missouri, four weeks after St. Louis had 
voted wet ten to one, while the rest of the 
State had voted dry, including Kansas City, 
Missouri’s other large city. The report of 
this commission was uncompromising. The 
Council went on record in favor of national 
prohibition. But the report was construc- 
tive. It pleaded strongly for temperance. 
It asked, “Why do men go to the saloon?” 
and answered its own question in part. It 
advocated saloon substitutes, admitting that 
in many places the saloon fills a social need. 
It gave the lie to the claim that when na- 
tional prohibition comes, a million men will 
be thrown out of employment. It told how 
organized labor is gradually coming out 
openly against the liquor power. It com- 
mended those daily newspapers and maga- 
zines which decline to carry liquor adver- 
tising. 

William Jennings Bryan, a delegate to 
the Federal Council from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., participated in the dis- 
cussion upon this report. He asserted that 
the next four years of his life will be de- 
voted to an effort to bring one of the great 
political parties to the adoption of a dry 
platform. In other public addresses during 
the week of the meeting, Mr. Bryan, in 
theaters, churches, and before social and 
business clubs, preached the doctrine of na- 
tional prohibition. He denounced unspar- 
ingly those St. Louis business men who had 
been frightened by the power and the 


threats of the great St. Louis brewieries. 
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It had been predicted that the five St. Louis 
dailies, none of which had supported prohi- 
bition in the recent State campaign, would 
give scant attention to action of the Council 
upon the dry side, but the prediction proved 
false, for the St. Louis dailies without ex- 
ception gave generous front-page space to 
the Council’s discussion and to the public 
addresses of Mr. Bryan. 

Possibly the most entirely epoch-making 
report was that of the Commission on Inter- 
Church Federation, formerly called the 
Commission on Federated Movements. The 
chairman of this commission is Mr. Fred B. 
Smith, who headed the “Men and Religion 
Forward Movement” of five years ago. The 
Executive Secretary is Rev. Roy B. Guild, 
who was the Executive Secretary of that 
movement. The work of this commission 
and of its federations throughout the coun- 
try is a continuation of the work of that 
great campaign. The movement then taught 
the principles of cooperation, especially of 
local cooperation in all forms of Christian 
effort. The local federations in scores of 
cities are now demonstrating how the work 
can be done. They are actually doing it. 
Especially is this true in fifteen of the 
larger cities which employ executive secre- 
taries. These are big men doing a big work, 
in cities like New York, Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Indianapolis, Louisville, and St. Louis. 
These federations, under the leadership of 
their secretaries, are carrying on evangelis- 
tic campaigns, as in Indianapolis; leading 
in reforms against commercialized vice, as 
in Louisville; against the saloon, as in 
Duluth. They are demanding reform in 
city governments, are aiding in putting city 
charities upon an efficient and Christian 
basis, are assisting the courts in handling 
the problems of youthful delinquency. 
These federations are adjusting the terri- 
tory between churches, so that new churches 
cannot be organized in a section of the city 
youre other churches adequately cover the 

eld. 

The founding of “A New Religious Or- 
der,” was the description given of the con- 
ference of Executive Secretaries by Dr. 
Guild. By many these men are regarded as 
representing a work which is the greatest 
step forward yet taken by the Churches in 
the saving of our American cities. An ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Federation told the 
writer that he belongs to forty committees 
of about every description in his city, which 
is the metropolis of a great State, and then 
by reason of his position he is regarded as 
representing the power and conscience of 
Protestantism in his city and State. 

The splendid reports of the Commission 
on Peace and Arbitration, now the “Com- 
mission on International Justice and Good- 
Will,” and of the Commission on Relations 
with Japan, now changed to the “Commis- 
sion on Oriental Relations,” will be publish- 
ed in three volumes. At a time when every 
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continent except that of South America is 
directly involved in war, these reports were 
of absorbing interest. They sounded the 
Christian note from first to last. They 
were loyal in principle to the teachings of 
the Prince of Peace. They did not take a 
position against armed preparedness, but 
did put chief stress upon the preparation of 
the heart of Christian people in all lands. 
They favored the organization of a League 
of Nations and of International Courts of 
Arbitration and of Conciliation. But they 
contended that all these excellent human 
devices will go for naught if we do not learn 
the lessons of Christian internationalism 
and of justice and good-will. The resolu- 
tions of these two commissions pleaded for 
generous war relief contributions by the 
churches of America, for the adequate pro- 
tection of aliens, for the establishment of a 
commission by the Federal Council on Rela- 
tions with Mexico and Latin-America, for 
a Council of Neutral Nations to be convened 
as early as possible, whose purpose it shall 
be to ask the nations at war upon what 
basis they will make peace, for a League of 
Nations to Declare the Fundamental Rights 
and Duties of Nations to devise means for 
maintaining and enforcing peace, for an In- 
ternational Court of Arbitration, and. for 
an International Board of Conciliation. 

Popular meetings, some of them evan- 
gelistic and some of them in the interest of 
the discussion of great social questions 
from the Christian point of view, were held 
daily in the theaters and churches and in 
shops and factories. Some of the speakers 
at such meetings were William Jennings 
Bryan, Rev. William E. Biederwolf, Rev. 
Charles Stelzle, Raymond Robins, Evan- 
gelist “Bob” Jones, Professor Harry F. 
Ward, Professor Edward A. Steiner, and 
Daniel A. Poling. 


ADDENDA 


At an evening dinner at the Second Bap- 
tist church, December 4, Dr. John R. Mott 
read the following basic principles, prepar- 
ed by him, upon which cooperative or fed- 
erative work by churches and other relig- 
ious organizations, denominational or inter- 
denominational, must proceed: 

1. To recognize the Headship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

. To honor the independence, individu- 
ality, and autonomy of the Christian agen- 
cies concerned. 

8. Each of the agencies concerned should 
have a clearly-defined field and functions, 
as defined by itself. 

4. Where one agency is occupying and 
cultivating a given field and gives promise 
of doing so with increasing acceptance, no 
other agency should undertake to occupy 
the field or to parallel the existing organ- 
ization or its activities. 

In determining the sphere in which 
there should be cooperation between two or 
more agencies, due regard should be paid: 

To the meeting of some admitted 
need or real crisis; 

2. To attaining an object that is well 
worth while; 

8. To obviate regrettable waste; 

4. To the accomplishment of results 
which cannot be secured as well, if at 
all, by these agencies working separately. 
6. Among independent Christian organ- 

izations the inviting of cooperation or the 
accepting of invitations to cooperate, must 
be purely voluntary, as contrasted with hav- 
ing some outside body attempt to enforce 
such cooperation. 

7. To simplify the machinery of coopera- 
tion to its lowest terms. 

8. Recognize that the desired coopera- 
tion involves an identification of interests; 
regular, thorough, and timely consultation 
on the part of the leaders of the organiza- 
tion concerned; mutual consent as to such 
policies and methods as are of common 
concern; and whole-hearted endeavor to 
carry out the plans upon which there has 
been agreement. 

9. Let the leaders be on their guard with 
reference to the things in their lives which 
injure cooperation and which make impos- 
sible real spiritual unity—for example, 
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Watchword and Truth 


“Watchword and Truth” is the name of a splendid 
monthly magazine, devoted to a defense of the truth. 
We have been reading it for twenty-five or more 
years. It does not seek to stand for any particular 
denomination, but it does seek to stand for the truth, 
as given to the Church in the Bible. We commend it 
to our people because it has been a blessing to this 
writer.—From THE HERALD oF GosPEL LIBERTY. 


TIMELY ARTICLES 
On the “Kingdom of God,” the “Second Comi 
Christ,” “The Church,” “The Bible,” the Eohes 
Criticism,” “Christian Science,” and modern cults, 
are now appearing in 
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Cameron, Seattle. 
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324 Central Building, 
P. O. Box 1849, Seattle, Wash. 
Please send “Watchword and Truth,” at the rate of 
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ignorance, hazy thinking and vague state- 
ments, jealousy, selfish ambition, distrust, 
lack of frankness and other sins of the 
tongue, political scheming or finesse, dis- 
loyalty. 





Upon the wall of the “Educational 
Room” of the Second Baptist church of St. 
Louis, in which the regular sessions of the 
Federal Council were held, the following 
nineteen activities of the Council were 
named: 


FORMS OF SERVICE RENDERED BY THE FEDERAL 
COUNCIL 


1. Instituting and conducting conferences 
on great questions. 

2. Acting as clearing-house for nation- 
wide religious interests. 

3. Originating and presenting memorials 
on behalf of great causes. 

4, Sending Christian embassies abroad. 

5. Promoting Christian relations between 
America and the Orient. 

6. Relieving suffering caused by war. 

7. Assisting stricken churches caused by 
war. 

8. Suggesting natural seasons of prayer. 

9. Securing additional chaplains in army 
and navy. 

10. Advocating celebration of one hun- 
dred years’ peace, etc. 

11. Aiding quadri-centennial celebration 
of Protestant Reformation. 

12. Helping religious work at Interna- 
tional expositions. 

13. Giving special service to the colored 
churches. 

14. Making presentations at conventions 
and conferences of a religious and social 
order. 

15. Preparing publications relating to 
phases of united work. 

16. Compiling year-books of general in- 
formation for the churches. 

17. Furthering publicity of 
views. 

18. Developing ways and means for con- 
servation of human life. 

19. Organizing systematic work through 
the following organizations: 

Commission on— 

Federated Movements, 

The Church and Social Service, 

Peace and Arbitration (now changed to 
Commission on International Justice 
and Good-Will), 

Evangelism, 

Christian Education, 

‘The Church and Country Life, 

Temperance, 

State and Local Federations, 

Foreign Missions, 

Family Life, 

Home Missions, 

Sunday Observance, 

Relations with Japan (now chan to 
Commission on Relations with the 
Orient). 


religious 
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AGED MINISTERS’ HOME 


Report of Rev. Henry Brown, Agent for 
the Aged Ministers’ Home. 

Received of Sister Madaline McClure’s 
Sunday-school class of little girls, of Lake-- 
mont, N. Y., twelve napkins for the Home. 

September 28, 1916, received of Rev. A. 
A. Mason, of Altoona, Kansas, $7.50. 

Received October 4, 1916, from a friend 
to be applied to the Endowment Fund, 
$1,000 for which all interested are pro- 
foundly grateful. We want seven or eight 


more friends to follow this good example. 
HENRY BROWN. 


A REQUEST 


Below is the text of a resolution adopted 
at the meeting of the Federal Council, Dec. 
- 6-11, instructing the General Secretary to 
ask the Churches and the Christian people 
of America to join in prayer for those suf- 
fering from the war and for peace. 


“Resolved, That the General Secre- 
tary of the Federal Council be instruct- 
ed to request the Christian people of 
this country in their public and private 
worship during the ensuing Christmas 
season to make earnest prayer for the 
promotion of Christian fellowship and 
permanent peace among all the peoples 
of the world.” 


Adopted Saturday evening, December 8, 


1916. 
E. W. RANKIN, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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THE ¢ & i WORLD QUARTERLY 
=> ww. t NEW AUSPICES 
The 3 World was the outgrowth of 
the Vy ° sionary Conference at Edin- 
burg) * # It was established to meet 
the © 3S for some periodical dealing 
espe S_5° h the conditions and needs of 
the 5:4 000 Mohammedans scattered 
thr 23% che world. The Quarterly has 
be the able editorship of Dr. Sam- 
ue ‘ ner, who went out as a mission- 
ary to ....bia in 1890. He has since be- 


come the foremost American authority on 
Mohammedans and their religion. More 
than any other living man he has awakened 
the Church to a sense of the deep need of 
the Mohammedan for education and the 
blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ. He 
has been the means of strengthening the 
American Mission in Arabia and work for 
Mohammedans in other parts of the world. 
He is the author of a large number of books, 
including “Arabia, the Cradle of Islam;” 
“Moslem Childhood;” “The Disintegration 
of Islam,” etc. Dr. Zwemer is now conduct- 
ing a training-school for missionaries to 
Moslems in Cairo, Egypt, and is actively 
engaged in missionary work among Mo- 
hammedans by his lectures, by his news- 
paper evangelism, and by his writings for 
Mohammedan readers. 
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A TRIBUTE OF APPRECIATION 


Wuereas, Our dear ones, dear to us by the ties 
of neighborhood association and Christian fellowship, 
have removed from our midst and have located at Los 
Angeles, California, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, the members of Salamonia 
Christian church, express our sincere gratitude to 
Brother Sumner Miller and family, who have so faith- 
fully served in the different departments of the 
church and Sunday-school in the years past and 
gone. 

Resolved, That we feel the loss of their very 
efficient labors among us and realize that their places 
will be hard to fill in our neighborhood and com- 
munity activities. 

Resolved, That, while we shall miss them and the 
worth of their counsel, we commend them to their 
new associates with our prayers for their continued 
faithfulness, to their Lord, and wish for them health, 
happiness, and prosperity in their new home. 

Resolved, That this, our appreciation of their worth 
and best wishes for their future, be published in THE 
HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 

Mrs. JoHN HArpy, 

Outver SMITH, 

DeK. Jupy, 
Committee. 
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W MATTHEW 4.12—4.23 


12 Now when he heard that 

j John was delivered up, he with- 
drew into Gal’i-lee; 13 and 
leaving Naz’a-reth, he came and 
dwelt in Ca-per’na-um, which is 


by the sea, in the borders of Zeb- | Andre 


u-lun and Naph’ta-li: 14 that it 
might -be f ed which was 
spoken through I-sa‘iah the 
prophet, saying, 
15*The land of Zeb’u-lun and 
_ the land of Naph’ta-li 
*Toward the sea, the 
Jordan, 
Gal’i-lee of the -*Gen’tiles, 
16 The people that sat in dark- 
ness ’ 
Saw a great light, 
And to them that satin the 
. ion — Saeed death, 
‘o them did light spring up. 
5 17 From that time Je’- 
sus to preach, and to say, Repent 


hls. ix.1,2. «Gr. The the sea. 
a Gn nuishtina thee 
See ch. 


12. Was delivered up. 
14.3—5. Withdrew into Galilee. Jesus 
left Judwa most probably on ac- 
count of the hatred of the Pharisees 
and began his ministry in Galilee. 
It is not known how long his Judean 
ministry lasted. A few authorities 
say about a month, but most of 
them eight months. His way led 
through Samaria. ‘Galilee’ means 
a circle or region, which originally 
contained the twenty cities given by 
Solomon t» Hiram, King of hs 
Afterwards the name was applied to 

= larger districts, until it included the 
ev southward to the Esdraelon 
plain. 

13. Capernaum. On the north- 
west coast cf the Sea of Galilee. 
Some writers think it was at the 
north end of the Sea and on the same 
site as the modern Tell Him. The 
remains of a synagogue have been 
found there. 

16. The people that sat in darkness. 

|} Those who ered most from the 
Assyrian invasions. 
17. The kingdom of heaven. The 


Ci Shes : 
Jesus calie the Four 


e; for the kingdom of heaven 35 


at han 
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18 And walking by the sea of = 


Gal’i-lee, he saw two bret 
Si’mon who is called Peter, an 


net into the sea; for they were 
fishers. 19 And he saith unto 


them, Come ye after me, and If 


30 And ther straiphtray bolt ons 
twa; t 
nets, and followed him.” 21 And 


of Zeb’e-dee, and John his# 


w his brother, casting a 


brother, in the boat with Zeb’e-§ 


dee their father, mending their 
nets: and he called them. 
And = 

boat an 
lowed him. 


es were men of the humblest § 


tion in life is not well-founded. 
The sons of Zebedee were 
not, nor is it likely that their two 
poet, Simon Peter and Andrew 


ts. 
23. All Galilee. The country was 
about sixty-five miles al and 


twenty-five wide, and thickly popu- 'f 


lated, containing more than two 
hundred towns and villages. S; 

gogues. Jewish places of t 
also used as local courts of law 
and publicechools. Jewish theology 


10 


ightway left the 
their father and fel-. 
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